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May it pleaſe your MaJesTy, 


THE ambitious deſire of ſee- 
ing your MAE ST name 
prefixed to this little work may 
„ perhaps 


Der DICAT ION. 


perhaps in ſome degree be ex- 4 


cuſed, on. the following conſi- 


derations : The firſt is, that this 
| circumſtance will immediately 5 

excite that prejudice in its fa 8 
vour, which there could be no 
hope of its receiving from the 


name of the tranſlator: The 
other is, that, appearing under the 


patronage of your MAJEsTY, - 


its power of doing good will be 
conſiderably enlarged. 


WHaATEvrR influence vanity. 
may have on the former of theſe 
motives ; the latter cannot, 1 


hope, ” 


DEDICATION. 


hope, be blamed. And if theſe 


pages ſhould appear calculated 


to inculcate the principles, or 


to encourage the practice, of 


VIRTUE ; no other argument, 


I am confident, need be urged 


to induce your MAJjesTY to 
ſuffer them to come forth under 
the ſanction of your illuſtrious 


auſpices. 


ALadyof high rank, inſtruct. 
ing her children in virtue and 
religion, and forming their ten- 


der minds to whatſoever may 
render them wiſe and good, 


| ſeem 3, for very obvious reaſons, 


A? parti- 


0 


iv 


DEzDiCcATIoN. 


particularlycntitledtoyourMa- 


JESTY's graciousattention. But 
tho' the reſemblance betwixt 


your Ma JES v, and the princi- 


pal character before you, ſo far as 


her parental ſolicitude extends, 


is too ſtriking to eſcape our no- 
tice; yet do we thankfully re- 
flect, that in one reſpect a very 
eſſential difference may be ob- 
ſerved: this lady, MA DAN, em- 
ployed only the uncertain inter- 


vals of ſickneſs, and the anxious 


moments of an expiring life, 
in the diſcharge of that impor- 
tant duty, which is well known 

1 


DEDICATION. 


to engage your Ma jus vs beſt 
hours of youth, and health, and | 
ah 


MA your MARES v happily 
perſevere in ſo good a work! to 
the edification of your amiable 
Offspring in every princely vir- 
tue to the great delight of 
your loyal and affectionate ſub- 
jects to the furtherance of 
their Royal Highneſſes preſent 
and future happineſs—and, a- 
bove all, to the glory and praily 

of GOD! 


\ Sven! is the prayer of thou- 


and, among the reſt, of 
A 3 one, 


ſands 


DEDICATION. 


one, who preſumes to ſubſcribe 
himſelf, with all imaginable 
duty and reſpect, 


MAD AM, 
Your MAJEST 's 
Moſt devoted, 
Mioſt obedient, and 
Moſt humble Servant, 


/ 


. bean 
Nov. 16, 1778. SAMUEL GLas SEs 
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TRANSLATOR's PREFACE 


TO THE 
R E A 8 EI 
IN one of Pope Ganganelli's letters, the 


" follrwi ng work is hanourably mentioned, 
as being a complete treatiſe on Edu- 
cation. From the moment of” my ſeeing it 
thus ſpoken of, I determined to examine its 
pretenfions to fo favoura ble a character VE 
Thepainsit has caſi me, to render it of gene- 
ral uſe to my countrymen, may be conſidered 
as the beſt proof of my opinion in this rſpeci. 


I can truly fay, I have read the book 
with inexpreſſible delight the involuntary 
tear has more than once been witneſs to my 


epprobation of that tenderneſsof affetion, 
A4 N with 
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 TRANSLATOR's PREFACE. 


with dich it abounds. Aud the Hours, 


which I have mol agrecably, and I truſt 
not unprofitably, paſſed in the ſociety of this 


incomparable mother, have made me ample 
amends for the trouble I have taken, in en- 
deawouring to do juflice to the dignity of her 
ſentiments, the warmth of her aſfection, 
and the pathetic energy of her expreſſions. 


Fur myſelf, 1 claim no: more merit from 
the following tranſlation, than that which 
is due to a good intention. It is poſſible, 
that many may profit by theſe excellent in- 
firudtions, who are unacquainted with the 
language in whi < they were written ; and 
ſamerven of thoſe, who are acquainted with 
it, may yet read them with greater eaſe 
and er in their own __— 


4 a 


4 cloſe Row was FR original, I 
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 
as a tranſlator ; but it cannot injure it, as 
an honeſt man. For, without adhering with 
too ſervile an attachment to my auiber, 
I have endeavoured to expreſs the ſen- 


timents Before me as exactly as poſſible, 


except only in a very few paſſages; where, 


for obvious reaſons, it was neceſſary to give 
a different turn ta the expreſſions of this 


excellent woman. In all other inflances, I 
have cauſe io think meanly of myſelf, in 
proportion as I baue departed from the 


original; as nothing can be more pure, more 


inſtructive, or more affecting, than the ge- 
nuine dictates of that heart, which gave 
utterance 10 theſe nf intergſling confer 


rences. | 1 e 5 \ 


Iu upon the whole, the following work 
be read with candour, the tranſlator has | 
no doubt. of the readers indulgence : if 
etherwiſe, be. has tle to hope for, either 
N with 


x TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 


with reſpect to the reader or himſelf. He 

that is deſirous to profit by the inſtructions 
bers preſented to him will be more diſpoſed 
to tranſcri be them into his own conduct, 
than to criticiſe on the preciſe terms in 
which they are conveyed. 


' There never was a period, in bled 
ſuch an addreſs to the prevailing man- 
ners of the age was more neceſſary than 
the preſent. It will be a matter of un- 
ſpeabable ſatisfaction to me, if the follow- 
ing pages ſhould lay the leaſt reſtraint on 
any of the ſous or daughters of pleaſure : 
and if, withdrawing their attention from 
the purſuit of a phantom, a bubble, and a 
toy, they ſhould direct it to thoſe objects, 
which religion recommends, which reaſon 
approves, and whith virtue and good fenſe 


nies e 5 and admire. 's 4 


AD YER- 


; 
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An TISEMENT. 


E here preſent 1 n the 
| pure effuſions of — ten- 
| 3 as filial affection preſerved 
them from being loſt, ſo a deſire to 
promote the benefit of mankind has 
induced me to make them public. 3 5 


THIS excellent woman having ber- 
ſelf given us the hiſtory of her life in 
her firſt diſcourſe, we ſhall only add. 
that ſhe had every advantage of perſon 
and ee and that nothing 
can be more acting; than that diſplay 

of female delicacy and manly fake, 
which appears in theſe conferences with | 
her children. J | 


Ws here ſee a 1 . as it | 
were above herſelf, and inſenſible of the 
miſeries of eine and the horrors of 


the e v the is inculcating i 0 0 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


the minds of her children the duties 
which they owe to Gop, to their coun- 
try, and to ſociety. Her diſcourſe is 
chiefly directed to thoſe two of her ſons 
who had engaged in a military life ; in 
one of theſe conferences, ſhe addreſſes 
herſelf particularly to her third ſon, who 
had dedicated himſelf to the church: | 
another is confined to the inſtruction of 1 
her daughter. In all of them, her admo- I 
nitions are inforced with tears, and in- 
terrupted by ſighs; they are the natural 
dictates of the tendereſt affection, which 
no bodily infirmities could prevail with 
her to ſuppreſs. If the reader finds not 
in this work thoſe epiſodes, or that va - f 
riety which diſtinguiſhes a romance, it 
is only becauſe Truth wants none of 
theſe embelliſhments: ſhe needs only 
to be ſeen, to command our attention 
and our admiration : the voice of na- 
ture is heard throughout the work, and 
the eloquence here diſplayed is the 
forcible language of the heart. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. | 


Tux evening being made choice of 
as the propereſt ſeaſon for inſtruction, 
we find the work divided into Evening 
 Conferences.. The whole was faithfully 
collected by the induſtry of an Amanu- 
enfis, ſo placed, as to be an ear-witneſs of 
all that paſſed: had not this care been 
taken, the world would have been de- 
prived of an in valuable ſyſtem of edu- 
cation, which no one can read with 
inattention, and few without improve- 
Tx reader will at once perceive, 
that, tho' the expreſſions of our admi- 
. rable inſtructreſs are diveſted of orna- 
ment and art, ſhe was a perſon of ſupe- 
rior abilities, and of greatknowlege. \ 


Ix were a tribute juſtly due to the 
memory of ſuch a lady, to tranſmit her 
name, with all the reſpe& which is due 
to it, to poſterity. But as her humility 
induced her to wiſh ſhe might not be 
recorded after her death, we think our- 
. ſelves obliged to do violence to our in- 
e rent ae 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


clinations, i in compliance with her laſt 
requeſt. 


Non are we at all apprehenſive, that 
this. concealment will impeach the au- 
thenticity of the work: it is conceived 
in ſuch terms, as to convince any ju- 
dicious reader, that ſuch ſentiments 
could only be founded in nature. Here 
are no brilliant conceits, no affected 
phraſes ; but the artleſs expreſſions of 
maternal affection: he who does nor 
yield to the force of ſuch evidence as 
this, muſt be conſidered as one, who 
cannot. diſtinguiſh what is really the 
language of nature; or as one who 
never yet. experienced the power of 
ſentimental affection. 5 


PrRoBanLITyY does not. always go ; 

hand in hand with truth ; but they are 
ily united in this work, What in- 

de happy can be conceived more natural, 
no that a tender mother, anxious for 
her children's welfare, ſhould take ad- 
vantage of her gradually-declining 
health to ſet before them the vanities of 
te 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
the world; and to give them the beſt 


directions for the regulation of their 
conduct? Let any man enter ſeriou 

ow himſelf ; let him liſten to the lan- 

of his on heart: and he will 

9 9 that thoſe noble ſentiments, 

which occur in the following pages, 


could never have been the offsp pring of 
imagination. The life of this incom- 
bbs mother was but too ſhort, as it 
410 d not exceed thirty nine years; but 
The will yet live in theſe y genuine | 
conferences, which, we dovitnes, will * 
be watered with the e | 
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CONFERENCE I. 
The Hiſtory of her own Life, 
HE very weak ſtate of health, in Cons. I. 
which I have now been eighteen 
months, forbids me to hope for any long 
continuation of my life; I have deter- 
mined therefore, my dear children, to call 
you together, as well to diſcharge my 
obligations, as to amuſe my ſufferings. 
By the loſs of your father, my duties as 2 
mother ſeem to be redoubled ; I am called 
upon to ſupply to you the want of his ex- 
cellent advice; and to labour to render 
| B EY 2 
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Avic; from a LADY of QuaLiTty 


2 
Coxy. I. you worthy inheritors of his glory and his 
wr virtues. 


You are not inſenſible of the obliga- 
tions laid upon you, to ſhew mankind 
from what anceſtors you derive your ori- 
gin. Their hiſtory you are ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with, to know who they were, 
and how they diſtinguiſhed themſelves : 
but perhaps their example may leſs ſenſi- 
bly affect your minds, than my advice. 
Eſpecially if you conſider, that it is your 
beft friend, who is now converſing with 
you; one, whoſe inſtructions are the dic- 
tates of affection, and the reſult of a ten- 
der regard for your happineſs. The only 
books, from which my precepts are 
drawn, are experience, a knowlege of the 
world, and the convictions of my own 


heart. | 
DxescenDED from a family not leſs diſ- 
tinguiſhed by its misfortunes than its ho- 
nours, I was left an orphan at ten years of 
| | * age. 


* 


to her CHILDREN. 


age. My education fell under the direc- Conr. I. 
tion of my father's ſiſter; whoſe inelin wv” 
tion, as well as rank, drew her frequently | 


to court. No time was loſt, in furniſhing 
me with maſters of every kind. I ſoon 
became an object of attention; and my 
friends took care to announce me poſſeſſed 
of a conſiderable fortune. The world pre- 
ſented itſelf to my view in the moſt bril- 
liant colours; and with ſingular delight TI 
indulged the deception. A ſucceſſion of 
amuſements ſerved to ſtifle reflection; and 
I ſeemed to live for no other purpoſe than 
to purſue my pleaſures. 

SomETIMEs my ſoul, not quite as yet 
debaſed, ſeemed deſirous to ſoar above 
theſe enchanting trifles; but vanity and 
diſſipation ſoon hurried me away, and ef- 
faced the impreffions of reflection. How 
far from real happineſs 1s a life of ſubjec- 


tion to prevailing faſhions ; from which 


it has neither opportunity, nor reſolution, 
B 2 - = 
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ApvIcE from a LADY of QuaLiTy., 
to withdraw itſelf! In vain do we perceive 
the miſeries, which intrude themſelves 
amidſt the pleaſures of the world; in vain 
do we receive inſtructions, by which we 
might be both affected and improved: we 
ſtill continue enſlaved to our paſſions, and 
eagerly embrace the phantom of deluſion. 
T reſembled thoſe travellers, who, know- 
ing the right way, yet thinking to ſhorten 
their journey, turn aſide from it, and are 


loſt. 


ALL, that were about me, conſpired 
to fill my mind with falſe ideas; their 
language was that of flattery and deceit : 
they either concealed from me my faults, 
or they only corrected ſuch as might ſerve 
to render me ridiculous. . Scarce had I be- 
gun the day, when my attendants made 


it their buſineſs to inſpire me with a love 


of idleneſs and pleaſure: one part of it was 


ſpent, in decorating my perſon with all 
.the ornaments of dreſs; and the other, 


in 


4% her CHILDREN. 5 

in receiving the rewards of my unprofita- Coxy. I. 
ble induſtry, I was admired, in propor- —— 
tion to my external appearance; and this 
admiration ſerved only to feed my vanity. 

I never ſhall forget, that, being one 
evening quite overcome with that ſatiety, 
which deſtroys the ſatis faction of the vota- 
ries of pleaſure, I opened by chance a vo- 
lume of moral eſſays, a few pages of which 
filled my ſoul with confuſion and remorſe : 
«« Either, ſaid I to myſelf, 1 am a dupe to 
«c the life which I now lead, or this writer: 
© is an egregious impoſtor. 

Taesz reflections began to diſquiet 
me; when I was informed, that it was 
time for me to go to a ball, to which I had 
been invited: my guardian, who took 
me with her in her coach, obſerved that 
I was unuſually penſive; for which ſhe 
ſeriouſly reproved me. Though ſhe Was 
in many reſpe&s an excellent woman, ſhe : 
was almoſt wholly engaged in the purſuit 

"24 of 
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Ap vic from a Lady of QuaLITY 


of amuſements : ſhe repeated her cenſures, 


yn hen we entered the ball-room, in which 


every thing appeared truly magnificent ; 
the elegant taſte of the D---ſs of —— had 
brought together perſons of the moſt emi- 
nent rank, beauty, and accompliſhments. 

Too ſoon, the inſtruments of muſic, 
and the harmony of the voices, made me 
forget my Monitor, and all his reaſoning : 
my heart, again ſeduced by pleaſure, 
quickly perſuaded me, that ſuch auſtere 
morality was calculated only to fill us 
with melancholy : I danced with ſome de- 
gree of elegance, and the praiſes beſtowed 
upon me were exceflive ; in ſhort, I re- 
turned home more enchanted than ever, 
with the world. 

WE croſſed the park, which a judicious 
diſtribution of lamps had ſo illuminated, 
as to give it almoſt the glare of noon-day. 
The crowd of people about us, the variety 
of faces and dreſſes, an unreſtrained feſti- 

N vity, 


to her CHILDREN. 
vity, which every where prevailed, all 


ſerved to ſeduce my ſoul with ſtronger 


deluſions. We need no more than ſuch 
a ſcene as this, to ruin our taſte for ever. 
It fills the mind with a vaſt idea of the 
world and its pleaſures ; and when once 
the heart has received theſe firſt impreſ- 
ſions, it is next to impoſſible to efface 
them. 

Six years paſſed away in a continual 
round of pleaſure and diverſions; at the 
end of which, I was married to your much 
honoured father. Some circumſtances, 
fortunate for me, gave him the preference 
in my regard to ſeveral young noblemen, 
who had profeſſed the ſtrongeſt attachment 
to me. Had any one of #he/e ſucceeded 
in his addreſſes, I ſhould have been 
wedded to folly and repentance ; it was. 
my happier lot to be connected with diſ- 
cretion and politeneſs. 


B 4 WI 
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Wr muſt needs appear with eclat on 
our marriage, and in this reſpe&t my na- 
tural turn of mind was of great ſervice to 
me ; 1t made me as ſplendid, as I was 
vain : and as our income was ſuch as en- 
abled me to indulge my taſte for ſhew, I 
gave the reins to it without reſtraint. I 
kept a ſort of court, in which I preſided 
as a ſovereign princeſs : my courtiers were 
laviſh of their praiſes, they were ſuppliant 
for favours, and my hufband and I were 
conſidered as beings ſuperior to the reſt of 
mankind in happineſs and: honours. 

A war with the houſe of Aufria de- 
prived me of your father, for a time: he 


parted from me with that heroic ſpirit, 


which diſtinguiſhed his character to the 


lateſt moment of his life; while in his ab- 


ſence J gave myſelf up to ſorrow and re- 
gret. His letters, however, comforted 
me; and no ſooner was my peace of mind 
reſtored, than my taſte for pleaſure re- 
turned. 


70 her CHILDREN. 9 
turned. The opera of Thetis was per- Cone. I. 
formed, at which I was preſent ; and tbe 
it was, that my fondneſs for public di- 
verſions reſumed its dominion in my heart. 
I now put myſelf forward to fit in judg- 
ment on every new theatrical performance; 
and was the firſt to admire the decorations 
of the ſtage. The world is like a troubled 
ſea, whoſe waves always carry us away 
much farther than we at firſt intended to 
go. 
HowE VER, notwithſtanding my allowed 
taſte for whatever might gratify the ſenſes, 
or encourage vanity ; I was generally con- 
fidered as a pattern of prudence and diſ- 
cretion : people were aſtoniſhed to ſee a 


| young woman, only twenty years old, 
with no other paſſion than a love for dreſs, 
and ſhew, and diverſions. The world 
cannot conceive it poſſible, that while we 
are gliding down the ſtream of luxury and 

pleaſure, 


10 Anvice from a Lapy of QuALIT xy 


Cox r. I. pleaſure, we are, in the eye of reaſon, ob- 
YR jets of pity. _ 

Taz hints, which J had received from 

my friendly Monitor, whoſe writings I 

had only curſorily dipt into, were perpe- 

tually obtruding themſelves; but, like 

thoſe gentle breezes, which ruffle the ſur- 

face of the waters, they only ſerved to 

glance upon my heart. What ſurprized 

me was, that a very diſcreet relation of 

mine, to whom TI had mentioned this au- 

. thor, ſtrictly forbade my looking into it. 

But this ſhe did, as ſhe many years after- 

wards declared, merely to excite my ea- 

gerneſs to read it, and attach me more 

ſtrongly to my book. She well knew, that 
prohibition ſerves only to ſtimulate; and 

that to interdiR, is often the ſureſt means 

of fixing our affections on that which is 
forbidden us. Her ſtratagem ſucceeded ; 


I was never at reſt, *till I became poſſeſſed 
1 1 of 
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of theſe eſſays, and till I had read them cows. I. 
again and again. His reflections gave me — 


ſome uneaſineſs; but I was ſo far from 
being amended by them, that I only com- 
pared this emotion to the tranſient effect of 
a tragical repreſentation on the ſtage, I 
was affected for a moment, and that was 
all. 

Ar length, your father returned from 
the war, covered with wounds and laurels. 
The compliments which were paid to him at 
court, and the honours which were heaped 
upon him, occaſioned a ſecond diverſion 
of my thoughts, which plunged me deeper 

than ever in the gulph of diſſipation. 
Mx firſt ſtudy was to be diſtinguiſhed 
by the elegance of my entertainments ; 
and in this I was very ſucceſsful : my ex- 
quiſite taſte was generally admired, and 
every one expreſſed the higheſt ſatis faction. 
W hat an encouragement was this to a wo- 
man, whoſe only ambition was to ſhine in 

her 


12 Apvics from a LADY of QuaLiTty 
Cony. I. her ſphere, to pleaſe and be applauded! 
SY You will not wonder, that our expences 

were exceſſive; and that, to ſupport our 
vanity, we diminiſhed our ſubſtance, and 
conſequently your inheritance. 

You ſee, my dear children, that I lay 
open to you, without reſerve, all the cir- 
cumſtances of my life ; and that my lan- 
guage 1s that of one, whoſe heart dic- 
tates nothing but tenderneſs and ſincerity. 
Where my conduct has been faulty; you 
will, I am ſure, be the firſt to forgive: 
it may, perhaps, prove a fortunate circum- 
ſtance for you, that I; who have been firſt. 
ſeduced into the ways of vanity and folly, 
am the better enabled to point out to you 
that path, which it will be your wiſdom 
and happineſs to purſue, 

CTA it is, that this abridgment Z 
of our fortune wrought ſome change in my 
manner of life: your father again left me 


in obedience to the orders of the court, 
| Which 
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which ſent him into Lay; and I endea- Conx. I. 
voured to amuſe myſelf in his abſence by wen 
reading our beſt hiſtorians. 

THERE with delight I found the. name, 
which you bear, mentioned with honour 
in the French and Engliſh hiſtory ; there 
ſaw I thoſe virtues diſplayed by your an- 
ceſtors, which I hope it will be the ſtudy 
of your lives to imitate. 

ABovu-T this time, my friendſhip com- 
menced with the Counteſs of S—, an 
excellent lady, of whom the hand of death 
has lately deprived the world; in which 
ſhe ſeemed to live for no other purpoſe, 
than to do good. Her converſation 
charmed me; her prudence delighted me; 
there was no opportunity of inſtruction, 
which ſne did not improve; and this ſhe 
did with ſo much eaſe and affability, and 
in a manner ſo natural and agreeable, that 
the moſt inconſiderate could not but at- 
tend to her: ſhe often urged to me the ne- 


cellity 
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Cony.I. ceſſity of uniting in the ſame character the 


Philoſopher and the Chriſtian. Here I 
muſt acknowlege, not without taking 
ſhame to myſelf, that the pleaſures of the 
world left me nothing more than a fruit- 
lefs deſire of being what I ought to be. It 
was continually interpoſing itſelf between 
the conviction of my judgement, and the 
propenſities of my will, *till my mind 
was utterly diſtracted: I would, and I 
would not ; and my exiſtence was nothing 
more than a life perpetually interrupted 
with doubt and perplexity. 
Ix this ſtrange ſituation did your fa- 
ther find me at his return. The King 
received him with that gracious air, which 
often ſerves inſtead of more ſubſtantial fa- 
vours; and which is in fact equivalent to 
a recompence . Every one partook of my 
joy; and dragged me out, as it were in 
ſpite of myſelf, into the midſt of pleaſures 
and diverſtons. Paris and Verſailles, each 
in 
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in its turn, beheld me wholly engaged in 
doing honour to my huſband on account 


of his good fortune. Pleaſure and ambi- 


tion are cruel tyrants ; they leave us not a 


4] moment to ourſelves; and when they have 


filled us with hope, they almoſt always 
abandon us to diſappointment. 
Your father, though much engaged in 


15 
Con F. I. 


the buſineſs of the world, had his intervals 


of ſolitude and retirement: he ſometimes 

pleaded indiſpoſition, that he might apply 

himſelf to the ſtudy of his profeſſion: and, 

| as I imagined, to amuſe himſelf by a 

change of employment. He found, that' 

the world has every thing that is ney in- 
it,---except true wiſdom. 


TRE reſtleſs ſpirit of mankind renewed. 


the war; and again obliged me to live in 


a ſtate of ſeparation from a huſband, who 
was dearer to me than myſelf. His va- 


'F lour, which rendered him inſenſible of 


danger, . him, at the ſame 
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Cour. I. time, the honour---of being grievouſly, 
3 vounded, and of being made a Lieute- 


nant- general. Joy and ſolicitude by turns 
took poſſeſſion of my heart; and in this 


anxious ſtate I continued, *till I was fully 


aſſured of his perfect recovery. | 
Tris advancement of my huſband re- 
vived my paſſion for the vanities of the 
world : I now again felt myſelf inclined to 
taſte largely of the pleaſures of the Court: 
I hired one houſe at Verſailles, and ano- 
ther at Fontarnbleau : and my taſte for 
luxury, together with my natural vanity, 
led me to fit them up in the moſt expen- 
ſive manner. I piqued myſelf on having 
more elegant furniture than any woman of 


my rank, and on having my table more 


ſumptuouſly ſupplied. I became prover- 
bial for the magnificence of my entertain- 
ments; and happy was the man, who 
could be preſent at them. Perſons of 
faſhion aſſembled at my houſe with eager- 

- neſs ; 
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neſs; and each endeavoured to diſtinguiſh Cor. . 
himſelf by the utmoſt exertion of pleaſan wn 


try and humour. 1 
I never found myfelf ſo far . 


from wiſdom, as when I was ſurrounded 


by the moſt celebrated wits: I heard no- 
thing from them but ſallies of mirth, 
which interrupted all ſerious thoughts 
and ſuch flighty converſation as ſerved 
only to ſtifle reflection. Our decifions 
were peremptory on every ſubject, and 


were wholly influenced by faſhion and by 


prejudice. | 
Taxvs was my mind entirely taken up 
in the purſuit of folly, inſtead of being 


employed, as it ought to have been, in 
attending to your education. 
Tu prevalence of an abſurd cuſtom 


had taught me, my dear children, that I 
ought not to have you with me more than 


a few days in a year; with which cuſtom 


I could not comply, without doing vio- 


2 5 lence 


18 Anvice from a LADY of QUaitiTY 
Cony. I. lence to my tenderneſs and affection for 
—— you. Inſtead of endeavouring to inform 

. myſelf what ſchool was under the beſt and 
wiſeſt regulation, my enquiry was, which 
was the moſt genteel; and I was much 

more deſirous, that you ſhould form 
honourable connections, than that you 
ſhould receive good inſtructions: thus did 

J ſecretly encourage your «vanity, while 

- your improvement ought to have been my 

principal care. When we cannot amend 
our faults, the leaſt we, can do is to ac- 
knowlege them: and do not think that 


'T offer any violence to myſelf in thus con- 
felling my folly, and indiſeretion: it is WW * 
my greateft comfort, that I am giving 
vou this ſureſt evidence of my repentance, 3 
If my affection for you were leſs than it LE 
-1s, I ſhould ſpeak to you with leſs fin- | 
ye 


cerity; it is the compunction I feel, for 
having liſtened more attentively to the 
voice of cuſtom than to that of .my duty, 

which 
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which extorts from me this undiſguiſed Cony. I. 
— 


.confefion of my miſconduct: in ſhort, 
my extreme ſolicitude for you baniſhes 
every ſelfiſh conſideration from my mind, 

Taz conduct of your father diſtin- 
guiſhed him now more than ever: he 


was deſervedly eſteemed a moſt accom- 


pliſned ſoldier; infomuch that I dare 
venture to aſſert, without fearing the im- 
putation of partiality or oſtentation, that 
the dignity of Field-Marſhal to which he 
was advanced, was no more than a diſ- 
tinction due to his ſuperior merit as an 
officer. He ſaw himſelf elevated to the 
higheſt point of honour in his profeſſion, 
at a time of life, wherein he was very ca- 
pable of enjoying the fruits of his pro- 
motion; being at that time not fifty 


bears old. 


I was too fond of gaiety and pleaſure, 


not to ſurpaſs on this occaſion all my for- 
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Conxy.I. mer inftances of luxury and expenee: 
== balls, illuminations, and entertainments 


.every quarter. 


of every kind conſpired to celebrate that 
happy event, which filled my heart with 


joy; and nothing was now to be ſeen 


around me, but trophies erected to my 
vanity : I was wholly taken up in going 
from one circle to another, eager to re- 


ceive congratulation and applauſe from 
But how inconſtant is 


all earthly glory! alas! your father died 
within three years after his promotion to 
the honour of a Marſhal : and my heart, 
overpowered by this dreadful ſtroke, 
ſeemed to go down with him even into 


the grave: he died like a Chriſtian phi- 
loſopher; full of loyalty to his King, 


ful: of tenderneſs for his wife and chil- 
dren ; burning with a fervent deſire to 
be admitted into the preſence of Gov; 
and only concerned, that it was not his 


good fortune to fall in the field of battle: 
He 


"36 
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He would have been better pleaſed, had 
his laſt breath been drawn in the ſervice 


of his country, and had he been permitted 
to make compenſation with his life, for 


the honours which his Sovereign had 
heaped upon him. 


Tur firſt year of my 3 was 


wholly given up to the effuſions of grief; 
to an utter diſreliſh for every kind of ſa- 
tisfaction, and to an entire indifference 
about myſelf and every thing around me. 
I thought of nothing, but a. moſt affec- 
tionate huſband, who was now no more; 


and this ſad idea ſerved only to fill my 


ſoul with the moſt melancholy reſlections. 

I could then have readily anſwered for 
myſelf, that the world would never more 
take poſſeſſion of my heart; but the world 
is nat content with being a maſter only ; 


it is a grant, which holds its vaſſals in 


fetters of iron; from which in vain I en- 
deavoured to releaſe myſelf; my former 
8 1 habits 
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22 Apvicerfrom LADY of QUALITY 
Coxr. I. habits reſumed their empire in my heart; 
and tho' T did not forget my huſband, I 
forgat all my reſolutions. I now ap- 
peared a faſhionable widow, wholly taken 
up by the pleaſures of this world, and 
all its vanities. My greateſt comfort in 

this moment of reflection is, that I never 
could be prevatied with to liſten to any 
propoſals: of a ſecond marriage: I had 
too much reſpect for the memory of your 
father, ever to conſent to loſe his name; 
and T had too much regard for you his 
children, ever to endanger your welfare 
and happineſs by ſuch a ſtep. This dou- 
ble attachment was ſuperior to every other 
conſideration; I felt myſelf altogether de- 
voted to my children, who I feared might 
be leſs the objects of my attention, if F 
transferred my affections to any other: 
this fingle circumſtance was ſufficient 
to determine me. Heaven grant, that 
you may-make me the beft return for this 
| ſacrifice 
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facrifice, not merely by your thanks, but Coxr, . 
by the tendereſt regard for my happineſs. — 
T have no other wiſh, than to excite your 

atfection; and as I am truly fenſible of 
we full extent of my own, no one firefly 
| can blame me for earneſtly defiring that 
” © our love for each other mould be reci- 
7 i procd. 
4 FT Wr RE I'ſfo unhappy as to diſeover in 
» E either of you an abatement of affection 
3 towards me, I ſhould remind you, that 
is there is not one ef you, whoſe birth was 
re not almoſt the occaſion of my death; and. 
i- that the more I ſuffered in bringing you 
er I into the world, the more cloſely is my 
e- bhleart attached to you: This only knows - 
he to what degree you haye hitherto! engaged 
1 ies affections; this only can - teſtify, 
r: chat amidſt the diffipations of a life of 
nt pleaſure, I never felt any real ſatisfae- 
lat tion but in ſeeing you thus ſitting round 
his me : happy moment! the only one which - 
ce C. 4. Can » 
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can afford me a gleam of conſolation foy 
a loſs, which I n never ceaſe to la- 
ment. 5 | f 
Bur to return to the ak; which 
continually enſlaved my affections, and 
which, whilſt I was engaged in the grati- 
tification of my paſſion for pleaſure, ſuf- 
fered me not to reſt, day or night. I 
had ſacrificed to it the beſt moments of 
my life; the hours deſtined to calm re- 
poſe were devoted to it; and on the re- 
turn of every day, freſh ſnares were laid 
for me ; and new. temptations offered to 
engage me in its ſervice. | I found my- 
ſelf abſolutely ſubje& to its caprice; F 
was preſent at every public aſſembly; I 
had a high opinion of its extravagancies ; 
I ſtudied all, its refinements I commend. 


ed only what the world approved; I re- 


jected only what the world condemned; 
I was, in ſhort, as much a ſlave to its 
| commands, 
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commands, as one who has no power to Conr. I. 


move or act, without the * n of 9 


his maſter. 
Sou TIMES, quite * with its 


importunity, I wiſhed to ſhake off the 


yoke; and to enter into a ſerious exami- 


nation of my heart; of which it had too 


long maintained the entire diſpoſal; but 
ſuch tranſient inclinations only ſerved 


to convince me of my weakneſs, This 


ſufficiently appeared, when, after ſome 
days of ſtrict retirement, which ſhould 
have been the commencement. of a new: 
life, a ſlight invitation called me forth 
again, to put myſelf under the power of 
my tyrant, and made me fooliſhly repent 
of having ever wiſhed to withdraw myſelf 

from his dominion. | | 
Ix the mean time I began to perceive 
that the ſpring of my life was paſſed and 
gone, and that it was time to break the 
charm „ Which. thus ſeduced. me :. | how- 
ever 
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Corr. I. ever, the lot was caſt, and rather than 


* have recourſe to reaſen, I employed every 
artifice to ſupply the deficiency of bloom 


ing youth. Thus did I ati once endea- 
vour to impoſe on others and delude my- 
felf; and nothing but the aſtoniſhing in- 


cident which J am going to relate, was 
capable of overcoming this dangerous il- 
Iuſion. 

 HavaixG been informed that a new 
play was to be ated, T engaged to go 
with. a party of friends to the theatre, 


and ameng the reft with Lady ——, 
whom I loved with the tendereſt affection: 
at the appointed” hour, T called at the 
door of my friend: ſurprized, at my ar- 


rival, not to find any of the ſervants 


ready to receive me, I immediately ran 


up into her bed-chamber ; I went to her, 
and ſaluting her, I aſked her the reaſon 
why ſhe was not ready to go with me: 


Oh! Heaven! She was dead: her coun- 


tenance 
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tenance flill retained its beauty; her fleffi Cons. l 
was yet warm, but her body was motion- G_ ; 


leſs and lifeleſs. Having ſhrieked fo 
loud as to fill the whole houfe with my 


cries, I fell into a ſwoon, which laſted 


above an hour and a half. The domeſ- 


tics, who in their conſternation had fled: 
different ways, re-aſſembled at the noiſe 
of my cries; and uſed every poſſible en- 


deavour to bring me to my ſenſes. After 
which, they in formed me, that their mi- 
treſs was juſt dead of a quinſey, that had 


choked her. Conceive, if you can, the 


horrors of my ſituation; I was almoſt ſaf: 
focated with grief, which laboured to ex- 
preſs itſelf; and in the utmoſt terror and 
amazement, I withdrew from this ſeene. 
By this method it ſeemed that Heaven 
thought fit to act upon my mind; to dif 
ſipate impoſture and deluſion. I returned 
to my houſe, wherein I ſaw nothing but 
emblems of pride and vanity. I now diſ- 


covered 


1 
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! 
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28 Apvice from a Laby of QUALITY 
Cox r. I. covered for the firſt time, that thoſe ſpe- 
— cious charms, with which the world had 
ſo long deceived me, were in reality no 
better than ſplendid miſeries. I. now re- 
flected, that I had been only a dupe to 
my own. pride, and the faſhions of the 
world : that I had been running after a 
phantom of happineſs, which had eſcaped 
me; that human life was moſt uncertain 
in its tenure ; in ſhort, that my eſſayiſt, 
who had diſtreſſed me, had told me the 
truth ; and that one muſt be abſolutely 
blind, not. to ſee the force of his argu- 


ments.. 
As I had learnt from experience to diſ- 
truſt my own weakneſs, I felt no incli- 
nation to make a public profeſſion of my 
change of ſentiments; eſpecially, as I 
knew. that it is not eaſy to ſupport a 
conſiſtency of character in extremes; that 
too great zeal is ſeldom laſting, and almoſt 
always indiſereet; and that to diſcharge 
| the 
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I 1 
_ 
_ YA 


| 10 her CHILDREN. | 
the duties of Chriſtianity, it. was re 
to be — a Chriſtian. 

HowEvER, I inſenſibly withdrew my- 


ſelf from the world and its pleaſures; and 


under a pretence of taking care of my 
health, as my conſtitution had been always 
delicate, I began with living very much 
alone, and no more mixing in large com- 
panies. I was conſidered as an invalid; 
and after a few cenſures from my acquaint- 


ance, the world as eaſily reſigned me, as 


it had formerly ſolicited me. There is 
nothing ſooner forgotten, than a perſon, 
who wiſhes to be ſo: one's retirement 
from the world may afford a topic of con- 
verſation for a day, and to-morrow no- 
thing more is ſaid about us. | 

My ſolitude. being neither the affecta- 


tion of ſingularity, nor the eff of ill 


humour, but the reſult of ſerious reflecti- 


1 on; I continued to diſcharge the duties 
8 which I owed to ſociety; I made my ap- 


pearance 
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* 30 Apvice from a LADY of QuALITr. 
Hl b Conr. I. pearance at court, when it was thought 
— neceſſary; I viſited my acquaintance, 
when civility- required it: I paid that at- 
tention to the duties of my ſtation, which 
it appeared to demand; and I laid it down 
as a maxim, only to abſtain from ſuch 
things, as religion and reaſon forbade. 
Very ſoon the pleaſure of reading ſe- 
rious books, and of ſtudying myſelf, con- 
vinced me, that true happineſs conſiſts in 
conformity to truth; and that they, whe 
give themſelves up to a life of diſſipation, 
have in reality nothing more than the 
ſhadow of happineſs. 
Trar horrible ſpectacle befors-men- 
tioned continually preſented itſelf to my 
mind. I never can forget, that, whilſt 
I fancied I was embracing a living friend, 
1 held in my arms only a lifeleſs corpſe, 
In which Gop himſelf had already paſſed 
-an irrevocable ſentence! At midnight the 
image of my friend very frequently ap- 
peared 
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peared to my diſturbedi imagination; whom Cor. I. 


J had been wiſfiing to drag to the theatre, — 


while heaven was pronouneing an irre ver- 
| fable decree either. of Iſs -Or death ever- 
laſting. 


Tas it was, my children,. which 
opened my eyes: to a fight of my duty.; 
this it was, which determined me to cul- 
- tivate and improve your good diſpoſitions, 
and to ſow in your hearts the feeds of 


virtue and religion. 


Max heaven bleſs and proſper my de- 


; ſign! Indeed it is with the greateſt ſatis- 
action I obſerve, that your ſentiments 


appear to be ſuch, as ſeem likely to do 


- honour to the memory of your father; and 


that you want nothing but a little more 


: knowlege and information, and a little 
more inclination to attain it. It is with a 
I | deſign to aſſiſt you herein, that I have de- 
1 termined to call you together every even- 
ing, when my health will permit; and 


0 


32 Apvice from a LADY of QuaLity 
| Cons, I. to diſcourſe with you on ſome of the moſt 
Loyd intereſting ſubjects. Having now given 
you the hiſtory of my own life, I ſhall 
henceforth concern myſelf only about 
your's; and ſhall endeayour to furniſh you 
with the beſt inſtructions in my power, 
that you may become acceptable to your 
God, uſeful to your Country, and wor- 


thy of the King whom you have the ho- 
nour to ſerve. 
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oſt 1 
en 
all 
jut | 
ou CONFERENCE I. 
er, 
dur 


On ee | 


N vain, my dear children, do my my Con. II. 
0 - ſicians flatter me on the ſubje& of my — 
5 5 health. I perceive myſelf haſtily declin- 

= | ing; and am apprehenſive, that if I any 
longer deferred to guard you againſt the 

þ rocks and ſhoals which you may meet with 

in your paſſage through the world, whe- 

8 ther from the tyranny of euſtom, or from 

de violence of your own paſſions, I might 

never be able to diſcharge that duty, to 

= which my own affection for you, and the 

WT dying requeſt of your father ſo powerfully 

WY excite me. His laſt words ſtill ſounding 

in my ear, as if they had been uttered by 

Ja voice from heaven, dwelt only on this 

4 | great ſubject: the recolle&ion fills my ſoul 

= 5 1 


Or - 
10- 


O N- 


34 Apvice ran ADY QUALITY 
Cox r. II. with an 8 mixture of tenderneſs 


and grief. . , 2 a 9 


ALas! our CT” tears will never 7 be 
ſufficient to deploxe our loſs : thoſe, which 
I ſee you ſhed at this time, are the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurance that you inherit his generous ſen- 
timents, and it is the only pleaſure which 
at ves I foal, =: erbt of * 
ing. | 
Vous cube aber juſt before his 
geath, taking me by the hand; expreſſed 
himſelf nearly in the following words; 
Ter your p care, I meſt earnefily. entreat 

you, be the education. of my children: be 
yourſelf their principal inſirufter ; and fail 
not to inculcate with all imaginable. earneft- 
neſs this great irath, that they, are born for 
20 other purpaſe, than to conſecrate.their Les 


: 0 
to the ſervice of their GOD, and their King ; F 
and that they will then only do honour to. the j 
memory of their father, aulien they faith- 
Fully diſcharge ' this two-fold Duty. You * 


cannot 


ts lier CHILDREN, 


cannot conceĩve, my dear children, with Coxr. II. 
what heart - felt diſtreſs I recall to my mind — 


this laſt moſt affecting ſcene it pierces my 
ſoul with the livelieſt ſenſations of grief. 
But my ſolicitude for your welfare gets 
the better of every other conſideration; 
and I had rather tear open my wounds 


afreſh, than conceal from you a eircum- 


ſtance, which cannot but affect you in the 
ſtrongeſt manner. I have always kept it 
treaſured up in my breaſt, as a valuable 
depoſit; which I intended ſome time or 
other to produce, whenever you ſhould be 
enabled. to judge of its value and impor- 
tance. £2 on 

I call heaven to witneſs, that neither 


| buſineſs nor pleaſure has ever been able to 


efface the remembrance of your father; 
on the contrary, he is always preſent to 
my mind; and indeed it. is this lively re- 
preſentation of him, which alone enables 
me to ſupport his loſs. Without this 
5 Dx: painful 
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Apvice from a Lady of QuatiTy 


Conp. Ul. painful reſource, my mind would have 
Lees abſolutely ſunk beneath the burthen * 


I 


my grief. | 
Bur now the hour approaches, when 


I ſhall be re- united to the tendereſt of huſ- 
bands; when our aſhes mixed together 
ſhall teach you, my dear children, the 


inſtability of every earthly poſſeſſion, and 


the wiſdom of deſpiſing the momentary 
vanities of life, when brought into com- 


| pariſon with the treaſures of an immortal 
Rate. It is by ſuch refleQions as theſe, that 


order and regularity are beſt preſerved in 
our minds; and that we are taught the 
neceſſity of doing nothing contrary to the 
rules of prudence and diſcretion. 

Tris practice is ſo eſſential to our hap- 
pineſs, and ſo conformable to the de. 


ſigns of our Creator, that it cannot be 


neglected without a violation of the laws 
of Gop. It is this regard to duty and 
3 propriety 


to her CHILDREN, 8 . 


propriety, by which peace is preſerved i in Cony, II. 
kingdoms, and union in families: it is 9 


this which regulates the conduct of the 
ſervant towards his maſter, and the ſubject 
towards his prince; it 1s this which en- 
gages my love towards you, and your 


reſpect towards me: it 1s this which 


makes you ſtudious to mitigate my ſorrows, 


and me inceſſantly ſolicitous to advance 


your happineſs. 


Ir is this regularity of condu, whick 
makes us good parents, good friends, and. 
good citizens; which gives us a right 
judgment of things, and aſſiſts us both in 
the choice of the fitteſt time and the pro- 
pereſt method of doing whatever is to be 
done. It is one of the greateſt misfortunes. 
in the world, to live without any ſtated 
rule of conduct, in perpetual diſorder and 
confuſion. Our life ſhould be a tranſcript 
ef the harmony of the univerſe ; which 
eould not ſubſiſt, much leſs attract our ad- 
WY miration, 
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Apvice from a LADY of Quarity 
miration, were it not for that juſt propor- 


noa, which is diſcoverable in all its parts. 


Take away order from the world, and you 
reduce it to a frightful chaos: leave man 
without any other guide than his own 
paſſions and caprice; and there will be 
nothing but perpetual diſcord betwixt his 


judgment and his will. 


Rvin enſues, when a man exhibits in 
his own ill. governed mind the miſeries of 
anarchy: his ideas are confuſed; his ima- 
gination is bewildered; his conſcience is 
miſled ; his reaſon is obſcured ; and his 
ſoul becomes the ſeat of confuſion and ir- 
regularity. 

Ir you do not accuſtom yourſelves, at 


your firſt fetting out in life, to lay down 


ſome regular plan of conduct, you will 


never attain to that rectitude of judgment, 


which eſtimates things according to their 
worth; and which, in the midſt of errors 
and 


: conduct, 


fo her CHILDREN. | 
FP prejudices, will enable you to * 
the preferenee to truth. 

Your father's. 8 were 3 
wiſely regulated, that his behaviour was 
always influenced by a ſtrict regard to pro- 


39 
Cox r. II. 


priety : he knew, with the philoſopher, 


that we ought to weigh the motives of our 


an examination of our actions. 

Tus man, who lives at random, is a 
flave to his o-] n whims and caprice. The 
world reprobates ſuch an one, as a mon- 
ſter which diſturbs its harmony; and ſoci- 
ety rejects him, as a being incapable of 
friendſhip. We ſee, in ſhort, that, who- 
ever is thus irregular in his own mind, is 


deſtitute of every quality, which can con- 


tribute to the ornament or benefit of hu- 
man life: his manners are diſguſting, his 
expences are exceſſive, and his whole gon. 


conduct unaccountable. 


Do not think, that I am carried away by 
my imagination beyond the truth; which 
D 4 I ſhall 


and every evening to enter into 


49 Apvice from a LADY Quality 
Cox. II. I ſhall always ſtrictly obſerve in converſing 
LY with you. The too ſad experience of 

many confirms what I ſay; and it may 

ferve to teach you, that it is impoſlible 
rightly to manage your affairs, or diſ- 

charge your duty, without a proper com- 

mand of your mind and paſſions : every 
movement of which ſhould be as nicely re- 

gulated, as thoſe of a well finiſhed clock. 

Tut exact proportion obſervable in 

every work of Gop ts intended to teach 

us, that order is the greateſt beauty in na- 

ture; and that to deſpiſe this, is to coun- 

teract one of the great laws of the Creator 

of the Univerſe. Endeavour then, I be- 

ſeech you, to imitate in your. behaviour 

that general harmony in the creation; 

which, in the courſe of every year, ſup- 

plies us with whatever is either agreeable 

p or uſeful : let your ſtudies be methodical, 
; all conducted rather with a view to in- 
ſtruction, than mere amuſement.. If you 


: 
7 
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| : 
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read without a plan, you will overload your Copy: A. 22 


memory without improving it; and your 
knowlege will be little better * an un- 
di geſted chaos. 

TE mind in which ditorder ths 
is, in the eye of reaſon, like a city with- 
out government, or a houſe without 
unanimity. But a perſon of this dif. 
poſition deceives himſelf; and fancies, 
that if he keeps clear of thoſe irregulari- 
ties, which are offenſive to ſociety, he 
may make himſelf eaſy, tho? he has all the 
reaſon in the world to be diſſatisfied with. 
his way of life. 

You will find many, who . to de- 
light in nothing but irregularity ; | Who 


go to reſt, when others rife ; who eat, 


when others faſt ; who ſtay at home, when 
others go to church; in ſhort, whoſe 


F chief employment ſeems to be, to break 


thro? every rule, without the leaſt regard 
to method in any part of their conduct. 
7 AL As k 


42 Apvice f A LADY of QUALITY. 
cenr. 11, ALas! when Iwas one of theſe faſhion- 
able ladies, whoſe gaiety was an object 

af envy, I confounded night with day; 

N I knew no law but my own whim ; I had 
| no time but for pleaſure, no plan but to 

| li avoid every thing that was like regu- 


B aſſured, that there is nothing ſo 
bewildered, as the life of a perſon, given 
up to the hurry and tumult of the world: 
ſuch a ane. has no ſenſe of the value of 
time; ſhe knows no diſtinction of days, 
and pays mb regard to duty ;- ſhe ſtudies 
faſhions, is wholly taken up with-trifles ; 
te delights in that which debaſes the 
mind, and is contrary to reaſon ; ſhe is 
| perpetually ſeeking happineſs where it is 
I; not to be found; and, tho“ wearied with 
1 the purſuit, renews it every day. 

Tus warld is full of perſons always 
engaged in new projets, and diſtracted 
with new deſires; who die without re- 

| flection, 


n 
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flection, becauſe they have lived without Cons. H. 
any knowlege of themſelves. When the 
mind is thus diſordered, it is afraid to 
look into itſelf ; or if it ventures to exa- 
mine things at all, it only does it ſuper- 
fcially. The ſenſes are ſo many tyrants, 
from whoſe power we are unable to deli- 
ver ourſelves ; and nothing appears really 
valuable, which does not adminiſter to 
their gratification. * 938 
Maintain then the dominion over your 
own minds, that you be not overcome by 
thoſe paſſions, which will lay fiege to 
your virtue; your thoughts will then be 
regulated by wiſdom, and you will be 
raifed above thoſe clouds, which obſcure 
dhe light of the underftanding. Each of 
us may be confidered as an epitome' of 
W the world, which is ſubje& to eclipſes, 
* changes of weather, to ſtorms and tem- 
= peſts. We all obſerve the ſtrange revo- 
lutions, Which happen in the univerſe; 
8 but 


Cony. II. but as Providence, in the midſt of ſuche 
—YS . multitude of created beings, preſerves 


«a 


Anvice from a LADY of Quairtry 


the utmoſt harmony both in Heaven and- 
Earth, ſo ought reaſon to preſerve in the 
human mind the ſtricteſt attention to or- 
der and peace. Without this we degrade 
ourſelves below the meaneſt inſeQ, or 
even the inanimate parts of the creation ; 
which only ſubſiſt, to anſwer the purpoſes 


for which they were made. Behold the 


bee, or the ant; a thouſand times wiſer 
each of them, than the man who deſpiſes 
them. Theſe never deviate from the laws 
of their nature, nor from the courſe which 


Providence has aſſigned them: it is only 


by an imitation of their conduct and fore- 
ſight, that families are maintained, and 


kingdoms preſerve their power and ſplen- 


dor. | 
Tr1s may ſerve to convince you, that 

whatever ſtate of life you are placed in, 

ie will always be full of diſquiet, if your 
| judgment 


that 
| In, 
your 
nent 


1 


4 her CIT DREx. Na 


Judgment and your Palins a are at vatiatice Conr. I. 
with each other: you muſt therefore fre- 982 


quently « examine into the rings and mo- 
tives of your conduct, in order to regu- 
late your affections. "You will then ſee, 


as in a picture, the tendeney of your ac- 


tions.; and will ſoon be enabled to rec- 
tify whatever is amiſs 3 in vou. e de 

| Wuzn E houſe i is on fire, With "A 
[eagerneſs de we haften to put it out? 
And ſhall we fuffer our paſſions with 
fury to burn within us, _ without giv- 
ing ourſelves the leaft trouble to ex- 
tinguiſh the flame? We ſeldom reflect 
that the mind is a kingdom, which can- 
not be well governed, without a conſtant 
care as well to defend it from its enemies bs 
as to promote whatever may tend to the 


eſtabliſhment of peace and tranquillity. 


Conſider the ſtars, which ſhine in their 


| courſes over our heads; conſider the ele- 


ments, which are the ſource of life and 
reſpira- 
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Apvice from a LADY of QvALIT v. 


Conr. II. L what ufeful monitors are theſe 


to- man, to be alw-ays ready like them to 
execute the commands of Go! This 
view of the creation perpetually reminds 
us, that every rational creature alſo ought 
to move in his proper ſphere, and diſ- 
charge his appointed duty. When we 
only act as we are influenced by a, capri- 
cious humour, we inſult the wiſdom of a 
Gop of order, and raiſe a perpetual tu- 
malt i in our own breaſts. 5 

1 have always obſerved, that perſons 
of : a diſſipated turn are as much diſordered 
with reſpect to cheir affairs, as they are 
unſettled in their own minds; and leave 
no. inheritance . to their children, but 
debts and law-ſuits. There is an eaſy 


kind of arithmetic, which every lover of 


method is acquainted with; and which 


conſiſts in computing our obligations and 


our neceſſities, with our ability to anſwer 
both, in order to keep ourſelves within 
due 


tt ler CHILDREN» rl ay 


due bounds, and to pay a proper regard mel II. 
to that which may. reaſonably, be expetied Fong 
from us. If you haue not this eee 
method, which I wiſh to recommend, yau 
will never be able to regulate your ag» 
tions, or your families, or your on 
| minds. You will either bekave with: tos 
great. haughtineſt, or with too great fu- 
miliarity, towards your domeſtits; you 
will nog diſtinguiſd what is ſuperflunus 
from what is neceſſary; and for want af 
caleulation, yon will have nothing but 
| creditoxs, or ab . have e 
do pay. Y f; 
| You. 3 2 e to à con- 
ds erable fortune ; but what will become 
Jof it, if its uſe be not regulated by c- 
nomy? Riches are abſolute ruin to a dif 
f pated owner: the ſame: confuſion which 
1 diſtracts his mind, produces. an incon- | 
Wo 6ftency; in all his actions; one white, 
Vou fee. an aſtoniſhing} prodigality, at 


another 


48 Avic from a LADY of Quatity 
Coxy, II. another time you are ſhocked with as un- 
= cafonable avarice. He can throw away 

money, but he cannot give it: he ſa- 
crifices every thing to pleaſure or to 
pride, but nothing to juſtice or chaſtity. 
"Wren you are confirmed in this wiſe 
habit of ating methodically, every part 
of your conduct will be happily adjuſted : 
you will ſet apart proper ſeaſons for 
ſtudy and for recreation ; you will ma- 
nage your time and your income with 
prudence ; you will diſtribute exact juſ- 
tice to your neighbours, and you will 
never engage in any important enter- 
prize, without confiderixg the end. No- 
thing will ever make you forget the du- 
ties which you owe to your character and 
ſation; no day will paſs, in which you 
will not remember your duty to Gov. 
We never loſe fight of theſe duties, but 
when we give the preference to a life of 
* z when we go on without 2 
fingle 
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to her CHIIDREJWJ. 49 
angle thought what we are, and what Conr. II. 
; will become of us: hence it is, that the — 
affections of diſorderly perſons differ very 
little from the propenſities of the brute - 
creation, „ At ee 

Your good diſpoſitions encourage me 
to hope that my advice will fink deep 
into your hearts. Remember always, that 
it is the counſel of a mother, who would 
gladly ſacriſice her life to purchaſe your 
happineſs; and of a friend, whoſe heart 
is bound up with your's, and who would 


not wiſh to live a moment, but in the 


moſt intimate connection with you. All 
the faults of my life have been offences 
= againſt order, which can never be abſo- 

lutely neglected, without fruſtrating the 
end of our creation: for Gop hath doubt- 
less made us for this purpoſe, that we 
t night moderate our defires, and keep our 
vyaſſions within proper bounds. 


E . 


50 Apvict from a LADY of QUALITY 
cor. II. + Bur if your intentions are good, as I 
— ot they are, enough has been ſaid on 
this ſubject; beſides, my want of ſtrength 
reminds me, that it is time to relieve my- 


ſelf, and diſmiſs you for the preſent. 


CON 
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CONFERENCE II. 


Oz true PATRIOTISM. 


of this day's inſtructions; but as this is 
above my ability -properly to handle, your 
father ſhall ſpeak inſtead -of me. A lit- 
tle before his death, he left me theſe re- 
flections; defiring me to communicate 
them to you, when you were of a proper 
age to receive benefit from them. Read 


them, therefore; and let us liſten to them 
= with great attention. 


Tux eldeſt fon received the 8 


from his mother, and thus began 


«© PROVIDENCE, Which directs the 


place of our birth, as well as every other 
c circumſtance of it, has ordained, that the 
© 0 ll 


E 2  - 


Dzs16n that the duties, which you Conr, III. 
owe your country, ſhall be the ſubje& 3 
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country in which we were born, ſhould be 
dearer to us than any other ; and that we 
may not have the leaſt doubt of the truth 
of it, this ſentiment is ſo univerſally im- 
preſſed on our minds, that there 1s not a 
man upon earth, who is not naturally 
a patriot, The whole world may be con- 
fidered as one great family ; but the al- 
liance is much ſtricter betwixt thoſe who 
ſerve the ſame maſter, and are ſubje& to 
. the ſame laws. They have all one com- 
mon intereſt ; good and evil are indiſ- 
criminately diſpenſed ; and each partakes 
more or leſs of the proſperity .or misfor- 
tunes of the ſtate. | | 4 
«© TRHOVUOH you owe the tendereſt af- 
fection to your mother, you muſt never 
forget that much is alſo due to the coun- 
try which gave you birth; and which 
' conſiders you as its children, and its ſub- 
Jets: you muſt divide betwixt them thoſe 
ſentiments of love and reſpect, which na- 
ture 
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1% her CHILDREN. | 53 
W ture has implanted in your hearts. Nay, Conr. III. 
I will venture to ſay, however jealous I may. — 
be of my rights, as your father, that you | 
ought not to heſitate, in a caſe of neceſlity, 
whether you ſhould leave me or not, when. 
your country demands your aſſiſtance. 
Then it is, that, with the heroic ſelf-de-- 
| nial of a Roman, you muſt ſacrifice every 
other conſideration, and poſtpone every 
other intereſt to the duty which you owe 

to your King and Country. | | 
„Tu firſt character you ſuſtained, . 
was that of citizens: the ſtate then re- 
cognized you as ſubjects, intimately con- 
nected with it. Religion adopts the ſame 
language with reaſon: ſhe will teach you 

that your induſtry and abilities ought to 

be united in the ſervice of your country; 

and that it is an abſolute robbery to deprive N 
her of this aſſiſtance. She has a right to 
demand an account of our engagements; 
and to expect the application of our ta- 
4 e lents- 
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Coxry. III. lents to her advantage. They, therefore, 
ar who only employ themſelves in the grati- 


fication of their own vanity, or who lie 
down in a ſtate of torpid indolence, can 
only be confidered as burthens to the ſtate; 
or as waſps, which come to devour the 
labour of the bees, 

% Wy are much miſtaken, if we ima- 
gine ourſelves at liberty to engage in thoſe 
ſtudies and employments alone which are 
moſt pleaſing to ourſelves; the purſuits 
of one, who wiſhes to be called a patriot, 
ought to be directed only by the love of 
his country, and an earneſt deſire to pro- 
mote her welfare, What would be the 
ſtate of that kingdom, in which every one, 
being maſter of his own actions, ſhould 
do juſt what he pleaſes ; and employ all 
his powers of mind and body, only in the 
$ratification of his own fancy ? A chear- 
ful ſubmiſſion to our governors, and a 
readineſs to ſtand forth in our country's 
cauſe, 
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cauſe, give us the trueſt picture of a well 2 III. 


ordered and happy government. 
« Yov, who are already engaged in 


the public ſervice, ought to be more ſenſi- 


ble of this than any others; you are in- 
veſted with honours and advantages, only 
on condition that you be always ready to 


| afiſt your country. Woe be to you, if 


ever ye forget, that the very blood which 


runs through your veins muſt be dedi- 


cated to Ser; that ſhe has as much right 
to diſpoſe of your life, as you have to 


diſpoſe of your fortune; and that you are 
10 longer worthy to live, than while you 


maintain the character of good ſubjects. 
«« Hisroxy, facred and prophane, 


is full of examples of perſons, ready to 
ſacrifice their lives for their country's 
| good; even women, forgetting the weak- 


neſs of their ſex, have become heroines, 


WE when the public welfare demanded their 
W afiſtance.” 
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mh Coxr. m. —— Hz the generous mother, car- 
1 WW ried beyond herſelf, in a kind of "Te 


ture, interrupted her ſon. . 
Indeed, my children, I firmly believe 


Wk this female heroiſm to be wery attainable. 1 
{ bh ; | myſelf actually feel refolution enough, notwwith- 
[ | ll flanding my bodily infirmities, to carry me 
1 | even to the mouth of a cannon ; and encourage 
| | | | | you by my nen to chooſe i | W 
14 ze death, if my duty rendered fuch a trial 


— 
— oe ed wet 


err — ard. 


neceſſary : reaſon, in that caſe, would make 


32 
3 — 
— ge 
9 


8 | = me altogether regardleſs of myſelf. "The con- 
| qt fiaeration, that I had brought fuck eworthy 
| 


children into the æworld, would dry up my 
tears; and render me rather an object of 
envy than of pity, in the fight of my fove- 
reign and my country. » 45 Bit go on. 
Fe Tux enjoyment of life is by no 
means equivalent to the honour of dying 
for our country : for life is but a ſhadow; 
whereas the glory which accrues from 
ſach a death, is a light which ſurvives 
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| the obſcurity of time, and ſhines with Con; 7. III. 


everlaſting brightneſs. 'You find that 
Marcellus and many other heroes are fill | 


dead; they ſacrificed their mortal part, 
that they might become immortal. The 
renown, which accompanied their Taft 


breath, ſeems to have perpetuated" their 


duration ; and where is the man of ſenſe 
and reflection, who wouldnot ay glad. tc to. 
ſhare their fate ? 

«© IT is not enough, my children, to 
wear the livery of men of yalour ; to live 


Win a corps, whoſe examples encourage 


bravery :. fortitude muſt be ingrafted in 


the heart; and it muſt be ſo diſintereſted, 


as neither to be influenced by Weg r 
neſſes, nor by the proſpect of reward. 
«« Examine yourſelves on this head; 


ud if your ſenſations unfortunately con- 
: ſtradict your profeſſion, take ſhame to your- 
ſelves, and know that you are no better 


than 


58 Ap VIC Een e LADY Quality 
Eoxy. III. than hypacrites, as to perſonal courage. It 
Wo is the inward motive, not the outward ap- 

pearance, which ſtamps a value upon ac- 
tions; if in taking up arms we have 
more regard to our own intereſt, than to 
that of our Country, and if, under a pre- 
tence of defending the rights of our King 
and Country, we think only of enriching 
ourſelves, we only wear the habit, with- 
out having any portion of the ſpirit of a 
ſoldier. Many indeed have been found 
acting only under the influence of avarice 
and pride, at the very time that they fig- 
nalized themſelves externally by the moſt 
ſpecious conduct. But the true ſoldier 
deſires no other recompence, chan the 


pleaſure of doing his duty; no other 
witneſs, than his own conſcience; he 
is juſt as ready to die in a crowd, wherein 
he will be mixed with the multitude, as. 
to . A. in a my com- 
bat. 


« Tus: 
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_1;4:"Paned confidence is the effect of re- Cor. Hl. 
ligion; which purifies the intentions, and —— 


influences the will, and is the ſchool of 
true magnanimity: without the motives 
which religion offers, nothing is to be 
ſeen but the ſhadow of virtue. Whoever 
is actuated by ſelf-intereſt, ſhould take 
care to conceal the principle on which he 
is acting: for the world, corrupt as it is, 
is not yet accuſtomed to applaud thoſe 
actions, which have no better * 
than pride and covetouſneſs. 

«© You are deſcended from a line of 
anceſtors, whom your country ranks in 
the number of her heroes; their blood 
circulated in their veins for no other pur- 
poſe, than that it might be ready to be 
ſhed, in order to oppoſe the miſchiefs 
which the enemy deviſed againſt the ſtate. 
With the price of their blood they pur- 
chaſed thoſe honours which you inherit; 


and of which you then only properly 
| avail 


60 
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Con: III. avail yourſelves, ' when you imitate their 
Loo yirtues. Nobility is loſt in the eye of 
_ reaſon and integrity, when it only ſerves 
to encourage us in pride and luxury, and 


give us an air of arrogance and diſdain. 
% TT is a certain indication of a weak 
and an ungenerous mind, to imagine that a 
title gives us a right to deſpiſe the reſt of 
mankind, and to. do whatever our paſſions. 
may ſuggeſt to us. Nobility is at once 
both: a recompence for paſt ſervices done 
to our country, and an engagement, by 
which the party ſo diſtinguiſhed binds 
himſelf to excel not leſs in the dignity of 
his ſentiments, and the ſuperiority of his 
virtues, than in his rank. and fituation in 


the world.. 


*© You can never therefore properly re- 
fle& on your noble birth, without being 


touched with a ſenſe of the duties which 


it requires of you. If your country gives 
you credit en. account of your. anceſtors ;- 
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oh vou ought to exert yourſelves to the ut- conr. Ill. 
f -moſt to diſcharge the debt, and do he- 
s -nour to their memory. From the firſt | 
= -moment of your being, the world has ex- 
pected that you ſhould be as great as your 
5 progenitors, and it 1s your duty to anſwer 
a theſe expectations: otherwiſe, the artiſan 
f or the labourer will ſurpaſs you in the 
5 eyes of your country; and your titles and 
; bonours will only ſerve to make you con- 
> temptible. | 
A „TRE preſent age is not ſo ae 


| 2 0 be ignorant, that all men are natu- 

J rally equal; that all ought equally to la- 
3 bour; and that, if ſome are by the fa- 
a -vour of their country diſtinguiſned above 
others, it is only with a deſign to hold 

them up as patterns to the reſt of man- 

kind. It is right, that there ſhould be, 

in every kingdom, perſons particularly 

called upon to vindicate the rights of ho- 
nour and virtue: when we would kindle 


emulation 


 Anvice m A Lavy of QuaLIiTY T 


Cons. IH. emulation in the minds of men, we muſt 
—— cxhibit to them examples worthy of their 


amitation. What a ridiculous miſtake 
then is it, to ſuppoſe that we only re- 
ceive the title of nobility, as an encou- 
ragement to licentiouſneſs and pride ? 

4 IT is not a little pleafing to find one's 


ſelf, in the midft of ſo many different 


ranks and orders of men, particularly 
called upon to ſupport the character of 
generoſity and valour. This pleaſure . is 


certainly worth all the trouble of expoſing 


.ourfelves to any dangers, difficulties, or 


 Inconveniences to which our profeſſion 


may be liable, True greatneſs conſiſts in 
being ready to reſign our claim to that 
honour which we well deſerve; and in 
generouſly reſolving never to be wanting 


to our King and Country, whatever we 


may be expoſed to, in the diſcharge of 


our duty. When you make your en- 


trance on the theatre of the world, you 
5 muſt 
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ſt muſt expect to be an eye - witneſb of the Corr. Ill. 
ir various ſcenes which it exhibits ;/ | ane 
Ce think, like Marcvs AuszLius, that 
* there is no part, however tragical, which 
I you may not at one . — be called 
upon to perform. 255 2 
s cc THE eee n 
t duty, the more you will be expoſed to 
* invidious cenſure: but then it is that you 
f muſt ſeek for comfort in your own mind. 
8 Only make a point .of doing what you 
5 ought; and then, whatever injury you 
1 ſuſtain, you will never be greatly diſ- 
n concerted. For this alſo is a proof of real 
2 magnanimity, to be ſuperior to all events; 
t nay, in ſome caſes, even to hazard our 
1 reputation, while we are doing what we 
2 are convinced is right. It was thus, that 
n FaBrvus conducted himſelf; never alter- 
f ing his meaſures, notwithſtanding the 
8 murmurs occaſioned by the ſlow caution 
- with which he acted. It is by no means 


t im- 
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Con 7. AI. impoſſible, that calumny and ingratitude 


ſhould be the recompence of your ſer- 
vices ; but this you will utterly diſregard, 
whilſt your conſcience bears witneſs that 
you have diſcharged your duty: virtue 
is equally ſuperior both to the Gpiles,: and 
to the frowns, of fortune. ä 
% Tyx reaſon why ſo many i are 


A diſaffected towards government, is, 


becauſe their patriotiſm is really founded 
in ambition. They conſider only them- 


felves, while they pretend to have nothing 
in view but the public good : and the 


leaſt diſappointment of their hopes leads 


them to rail againſt the conſtitution, and 


determines them no longer to ſtand forth 


in the ſervice of their country. May 
ſuch ſentiments as theſe never enter into 


your minds! May the public welfare fo 
engroſs your attention, as to make you 
regardleſs of your own! No man can ever 


de eſteemed poor, who can boaſt of the 
advantage 
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advantage of being ſerviceable to the na- 
tion, to which he belongs. 

«« OBSERVE with what reſolution the 
common ſoldier ruſhes into the battle ; 
who has no expeQation of being diſtin- 
guiſhed by a triumph, or of enlarging his 
fortune by conqueſt : he has nothing to 
expect but death. Learn from him, that 
it is your duty to perform, whatever is re- 
quired of you, with firmneſs; without 
conſidering what may be the conſequence 
to yourſelf in particular. | 

«© Bur to whatever advantage that 
| perſon may appear, who is taught by his 
profeſſion only to eſtimate his life by the 
pleaſure of ſacrificing it, whenever his 
duty calls upon him to do it; yet will the 
brightneſs of his glory be entirely ſullied, 


if he be led to deſpiſe other ranks of men 


on the compariſon. He ought to be told, 
that our country is a body, which hath 
equal need of all its members; all of 

F which 


Cony. III. 
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Cox r. III. which co-operate in different ways for the 
9 general benefit. The ſtrength of a king - 

dom would be very ſoon exhauſted, if it 
could only be maintained by the ſword. 
The ploughſhare of the huſbandman, and 
the inſtrument of the loweſt mechanic, are 
the honourable means of ſerving their 
country; ſuch perſons cannot therefore 
be deſpiſed, without degrading humanity 
itſelf. | g 
«© I am not here ſpeaking of Magiſtrates, 
or Clergymen. You have no need to be told, 
that theſe functions (the one employed to 
preſerve an intercourſe betwixt heaven and 
earth, the other to maintain the peace and 
good of families) are ſacred and venerable; 
and that it is a mark of ignorance or folly 
in either, to be infenfible of their own 
dignity or utility. How many of both 
theſe orders of men ſpend their whole lives 
in the diſcharge of their reſpective duties! 
They die with leſs eclat, I allow, than he 
5 | | who 


T0 te CHILDREN. 


who falls in the field of battle : but 4 conr. III. 


death is ſo much more precious in the 
ſight of Gon, as it continued almoſt du- 
ing their whole life; every moment of 
which was a kind of diminution of them- 
ſelves, through the continual w—_— of 
their health and vigour. 
FuE generality of men, looking on 
perſons of diſtinction, ſee nothing but 
what ſerves to flatter their vanity, and ex- 
cite the envy of their inferiors. But theſe 
are only ſuperfluities, with which a mind 
that is really great can never be affected: 
it is Tight that our country ſhould have 
rewards to beſtow, and it 1s natural for us 
to be pleaſed with receiving them ; but 
we then ſhew they are unworthily be- 
ſtowed upon us, whenever we ſuffer them 
to miniſter to pride or luxury. Better were 
it to live in poverty and obſcurity, than 
to apply our riches and honours to the 
e of vanity. The more fayours 
F 2 you 
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Cor. III. you have received from the hands of your 

* country, the more ought you to ſtudy to 
be affable, modeſt, and induſtrious, in 
return for ſuch diſtinctions: otherwiſe, 
you will expoſe her to the cenſures of the 
invidious, whoſe wiſdom in diſtinguiſhing 
you, you are engaged to vindicate by an 
exemplary conduct. 

6 O! how few are there, who are ſen- 
ſible of theſe duties! No ſooner have men 
rendered any important ſervice to their 
country, and received the rewards of ſuch 
ſervices, but they give themſelves up to 

a diſhonourable ſloth, or to an exceſs of 
pleaſure. They wiſh to make amends for | 
the time, which they have paſſed in la- 
bour and fatigue ; without reflecting that 
the ſeaſons of honourable toil are the 
happieſt moments of our life; and that 
eternity will be * . for re- 

2 poſe, © 


His 
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Hers the pious mother, having made Con, III. 
a ſign to her ſon to ſtop, ſaid with a weak | ICE 


voice —— 


why Ir i is time for us to finiſh this lecture: 
a vaſt field for reflection here opens itfelf 


to your view, if you are capable of 


drawing thoſe concluſions, which preſent 
themſelves to the mind. The wiſdom of 
your father, you ſee, enabled him to find 


means of inſtructing you, even after his 


death: for my part, who have not his 
underſtanding and knowlege, I have no- 
thing to offer you but tenderneſs and af- 
fection, (which indeed is ſo great, as to 


make me inſenſible of my ſufferings ;) that 


you may not be left a prey to ignorance 
and paſſion. However weak my abilities 


may be, and however limited my appre- 
ſion of things, I ſhall continue to com- 


municate my thoughts to you on whatſo- 
ever ſubject I think may be of uſe to any 


of you; your father's excellent inſtruc- 
F 3 tions 


* 
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Cony. 111. tions being chiefly confined to the military 
— life. My earneſt prayer is, that my 

ſtrength may be ſpared ſo long, as to give 
me an opportunity of accompliſhing my 
deſign : I ſhall then cloſe my eyes, and 
reſign myſelf into the hands of death, 
with as little reluctance, as I would re- 
tire to ſleep,” 
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CONFERENCE Iv. 


Oz Socriatr DuTiIes. 


AVING by the help of your father's coxr. IV. 
invaluable manuſcript inſtructed you A 


in your duty to your country, I ſhall now 
proceed to thoſe obligations which you 


owe to ſociety. Affection ſupplies me 


with freſh ſpirits; and I willingly forget 
my own weakneſs, when your happineſs 
is concerned. My phyſicians indeed would 
fain diſſuade me from ſuch exertions of 


myſelf; but their apprehenſions only ſerve 


to quicken my zeal to diſcharge that of- 


fice, which love and duty towards you: 


inſpire, 


Tnouvon young, you already know 
enough of the world, to be ſenſible that 
there are connections ſaited to every con- 
Fs, —ö—k:/.A 8 
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Corr. IV. dition of life. And that, to confound 
— — dee diſtinction betwixt each of theſe, 


would be equally contrary to the rules of 
decency and diſcretion. In your choice 
of companions, regard muſt be paid to 
age, profeſſion, and fortune. This diſ- 
tinction is not the effect of ſcrupulous 
vanity, but the fruit of a wiſe diſcern- 
= 

Wnar would you think of a man of 


quality, who ſhould only aſſociate with 


the vulgar? Would you not juſtly con- 


ſider him, as a contemptible character, 


and as one who had forfei:ed the privi- 
leges of his birth and education ? Provi- 
dence has appointed diverſities of rank 
and condition, which we cannot confound 
without a violation of its laws: the cir- 
cumſtances of your birth were intended 
to teach you, that you ſhould conne& 
yourſelf chiefly with perſons of your own 
rank, or at leaſt with thoſe who diſtin- 
8 41 "gn 
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* 


guiſh themſelves by the worthineſs of their Coxr. IV. 
ſentiments. A ſimilitude of manners, 


and of inclinations, is the only ſure foun- 
dation of friendſhip among men. 
Soc intercourſe is not an arbitrary 
commerce with each other, with which 
we are at liberty to diſpenſe, as we will, 
and when we will : the ſeveral claſſes into 
which men are divided, are mutually 
bound to ſhew reſpect, and friendſhip, 
and good will to one another. If regard 
1s paid to your rank, you muſt, on your 
part, honour your ſuperiors: this diſtinc- 
tion ſerves to maintain harmony in the 
world; and forms that interchange of 
true politeneſs, which cannot be too 
nicely preſerved. | 1. 


He who is really well-bred, will Mew 


reſpe&t to his inſtructors, complaiſance 
to his equals and condeſcenſion to his 


inferiors: he will endeavour to ac- 


commodate himſelf to different charac- 


ters and circumſtances. You will never 
| ſee 
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Cony. IV. ſee ſuch a one running from one company 
PZ to another, to carry tales, to broach new 


opinions, or to flander perſons behind 
their backs. Always obliging, always 
a friend to truth, he well knows how to 
reconcile his language with his heart; 
and never ſays a word, which is incon- 


ſiſtent with decency or politeneſs. He is- 


utterly unacquainted with the art of ſetting 
off himſelf at the expence ofanother : if he 
chuſes to indulge a vein of humour, it is 
only in ridiculing the follies of the age,. 
without any perſonal reflections; if he 
chuſes to moralize, it is in ſo pleaſing a. 
manner, that at once he both delights and. 
perſuades. = 

Tre ſafety as well as enjoyment of ſo- 
ciety would be at an end, if every liber- 
tine might freely utter his obſcenities, 
and every atheiſt his blaſphemies; but 
good manners are a ſecurity againſt ſuch. 


offenſive diſcourſe: and even the moſt 


abandoned 
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abandoned is obliged, in ſpite of himſelf, Cox. Iv. 
to conceal his vices, and aſſume the „ 
pearance of virtue. It is only in part: 
cular companies, equally reprobated by de- 
cency and good ſenſe, that we are inſulted 
| by filthy jeſts; and the palm of wit is aſ- 

ſigned to thoſe, who ridicule religion and 

its miniſters: ſuch company as this you 

ought never to be made acquainted with ; 

true merit ſeeks a more advantageous re- 

fidence, than in ſach ſociety. Whatever 

reſpe& you may think due to the different 

kinds of people with whom you aſſociate, 

take care that you purchaſe not the com- 

pany of others at too dear a price. They 

have never rightly eſtimated what is due 

to ſocial life, who ſacrifice their time, 

their liberty, and their virtue to it. 

SUCH as divide their whole time be- 

twixt dreſs and amuſements, are a ſort of 

beings which merely exiſt; and who, 
under a pretence of rendering themſelves 
uſeful 


76 
Cone. IV. 
93 


ApvieE from a LADY of QuaLiTY. 


uſeful to the public, only think of gra- 


. tifying their pride, and diſſipating cha- 


grin. It is impoſlible to be at reſt in 
our own minds, when we give ourſelves 
up to the hurry of the world : private 
friendſhip muſt not be ſupported at our 
country's expence ; to the latter we owe 


much more than to the former; we muſt 


not therefore ſacrifice the one, out of too 
much complaiſance for the other. If 
there are ſome men who do nothing, it 


is becauſe they have no proper ſenſe of 
their duty to Gop, or to their Country. 


Complaiſance degenerates into weakneſs, 
when we have not reſolution enough to 
reſiſt the importunities of an artful wo- 
man, or the ſolicitations of an idle man: 


only make a point of being conſtantly 


well employed, and you will eaſily get 
rid of this ſort of perſecution. 
Tux greateſt miſchief is, when we do 


not « diſtinguiſh betwixt the faſhion of the 


* 
1 : 


world 
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world, and the duties which we owe to ſo- Coxr. IV. 
ciety ; whereas there is a wonderful dif- — 


ference between them. The one engages 
us in a train of fooliſh expences, vicious 
intrigues, and a round of unprofitable 
idleneſs; the other makes us uſeful and 
friendly, and offers to us only thoſe amuſe- 

ments which are innocent and proper. 
A ſocial man is really a friend to his 
country; a man of the world (in the ſenſe 
in which we have juſt now conſidered 
him) would ſacrifice his country to his in- 
tereſt and his pleaſures. When this at- 
tachment to the world has taken poſſeſſion 
of the heart, its votaries only exiſt for 
the ſake of gratification; and what de- 
pendence can there be on a mind that is 
ſubje& to the tyranny of pleaſure? | 
Hz, who attends to the duties which 
he owes to ſociety, is like a ſtream, which 
diffuſes itſelf through a beautiful meadow ; 
but he, who gives himſelf up to the world, 
. is 
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Cony. Iv. is like a torrent, which haſtens to empty 
Lond itſelf into the ſea: in the one we diſcover 


nothing but delight, in the other nothing 
but noiſe and violence. The love of ſo- 
.ciety conſtitutes a part of our duty; the 
love of the world makes us forgetful of 
every duty. I have been too well ac- 
quainted with this dangerous world ; and 
it is becauſe I fooliſhly confounded it with 
ideas of ſociety, that I am at preſent ſo 
well able. to diſtinguiſh betwixt them. 
Alas I thought once, there was no be- 
ing ſociable, without being preſent at 
every entertainment, at every play, and 
at every aſſembly; and I had ſo tho- 
roughly reconciled myſelf to this notion, 
that I ſhould have looked upon any one, as 
the moſt ſtupid and nnſociable of all crea- 
tures, that did not readily concur with me 
in my ideas. So powerful is the love of 
pleaſure, that it puts a falſe interpreta- 
tion upon every thing, and aſſumes the 

language 
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language of folly inſtead of that of rea- Conr. IV. 


ſon. 

Tag deluſion, one of the ſtrongeſt 
that can be imagined among perſons of a 
certain rank, makes them attach them. 
ſelves to the world, without ſcruple or re- 
ſerve : they doat upon it, under the pre- 
text of being ſociable; and they perſuade 
themſelves that the unprofitable toil, 
which it impoſes, is a duty which it is 
neceſſary for them to perform. 

Ir is my earneſt defire, that | my.own 
paſt imprudence ſhould prove uſeful to 
ven; and that you would not make /aciety 
conſiſt in any thing, but what it really is; 
that is to ſay, in a polite intercourſe, 
which unites us to each other ;---in 
friendly viſits, which cannot be diſpenſed 
with ;---in letters of civility, which we 
ought to write ;---and in that neceſſary 
familiarity, which we mutually. ſtand ir 
need of for the PRs of relaxation: 
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Cony. IV. all beyond this, deſerves not the name 
of feciety. 
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Apvice from a Lady of QuaLiTY 


ArrER determining, what it is to be 
really and properly ſocial, it is neceſſary 
for us to know, how we ought to conduct 
ourſelves in the company of others. Ma- 
ny rules have been laid down upon this 
ſubje& ; and they are plainly reducible 
to theſe : never to ſpeak, but to the pur- 


| poſe: never to rally, but with good hu- 


mour: never to appear ſupercilious : ne- 
ver to indulge caprice: never to ſhew 


any thing inconſiſtent with a good heart. 
Strokes of humour may pleaſe for a mo- 
ment; but good ſenſe is always agree - 


able, and always gives ſatisfaction: we 


cannot endure that, which lets us down; 
and therefore we are much better pleaſed 
with him who only ſays common things, 
than with him, whoſe turn of converſa- 
tion is of a ſuperior kind: nature is al- 
ways preferable to art. 


Learn 
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Lzarn to make uſe of your wit, with- Coxr. IV. 
out ſhewing that you are vain of it; 


the leſs: you affect to ſhew it, the more 
admirers you will find, and the more 


friends. Equally avoid both raillery and 


flattery; the one is always conſidered as 


ill-nature, the other paſſes for deceit. 
In former times it was neceſſary to praiſe 
in the moſt extravagant terms, in order 
to attract a ſmile, or even a gracious 
look: the ladies of the preſent age 
deem ſuch commendations ridiculous ; 
and rather than be diſguſted by flattery, 
they wiſh never to be complimented. 


Ir you are ſo happy as to have a 


grave and ſtudious turn, you will find 
fewer of theſe leſſer duties on your hands. 
All thoſe important trifles, which the 
world calls little attentions (tho? abſo- 
lutely neceſſary within proper limits) ſeem 
in their extreme to belong only to Petits 
Maitres ; becauſe every thing that is in- 


ſignificant is ſuited to that character. You 
G are 
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Conr. IV. are undone, if ever you propoſe ſuch as 
= .theſe for your examples: I never ſaw one of 


them, whoſe mind was not utterly ruined 
by his folly : they are fit only to afford 
diverſion, and they always do it at their 
own expence. When the arrival of one 
of theſe gentry is announced, only by the 
ſcent of amber and muſk, and when he 
brings nothing with him but impertinence, 
it is impoſſible that any man of ſenſe can 
be pleaſed with ſuch company. 

IT is by good manners and a genteel 
air, that others are prepoſſefſed in our fa- 
your : every man has ſo much ſelf.- love, 
as to oppoſe him, who wiſhes to trample 
upon thoſe about him : we love to ſee the 
charms of ſweetneſs in a modeſt counte- 
nance: while you are poſſeſſed of theſe 
graces, my children, all the world will 
admire you. It is not neceſſary, in order 
to be ſociable, that you be eloquent, or 


| witty, or poſſeſſed of any rare or ſupe- 


rior 
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rior talents ; all that ſociety demands of Cony, IV. 
you is, that you be complaiſant without "wo 


meanneſs, polite without flattery, ſteady 
without rudeneſs, and ſprightly without 
affectation: ſhe requires that you culti- 
vate her, as the friend of mankind; and 
that you do her honour by an unblemiſhed 
reputation, by decency in your words, 
and purity in your morals, 

A farther knowlege of the world will 
teach you many particulars, on which'my 
weakneſs will not ſuffer me to enlarge 
it will furniſh you with that gracefulneſs, 


that eaſe in your carriage, that politeneſs, , 


that propriety of behaviour, which ought 
to diſtinguyh a perſon of faſhion : it will 
| ſhew you the neceſſity of not publiſhing ſto- 
ries without caution, of not judging of 


any performances but with modeſty ; and. 
of not ſpeaking of your neighbour, but 
with reſerve: it will teach you that you 


ought to be neither the firſt to ſet the 
G 2 faſhion, 
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Covy. Iv. faſhion, nor the laſt to leave it; and in 


when the. ſtake is a matter of indifference-: 


xs ſhort, that you cannot too carefully avoid 


the imputation of needleſs fingularity. 

Bx careful not to ſlight any perſon; yet 
let your attentions be properly regulated: 
nothing is more improper, than to treat a 
ſtranger with the intimacy of a friend ; or | 
an intimate friend with the diſtance due 
to a ſuperior: diſtinguiſh merit wherever 
you find it, without troubling yourſelf 
about the garb in which it appears: court 
the company-of the learned, and the con- 
verſation of the aged; their diſcourſe is 
often more uſeful, than any book that 
you can read. Never argue on a ſubject 
which you do not underſtand ; every one 
admires modeſty; no one can endure con- 
ceit. If you are deſired to play for mere 
amuſement, do not decline it; but never 


play for the ſake of gain: if you are un- 


lucky, you will loſe with good humour, 


he 
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he that cannot command. his temper never Cony. IV. 
fails to diſcover his weakneſs, and gives _ 


offence to every one about him. Treat 
the other ſex with the utmoſt delicacy ; ;-It 
has a claim to the greateſt attention : 
avoid · intrigues ; have a ftri regard to 
modeſty, and you will never. have a quar- 
rel with any female. | 
 'Nevss make a raſh and inconſiderate 
promiſe ; but. having made a promiſe, 
implicitly obſerve it : whoever joins the 
firft party that comes in his way, without 


regarding a prior engagement, does not 


deſerve to have friends: let diſcretion 
conſtantly direct your conduct: and if, 
notwithſtanding all theſe precautions, you 
ſhould meet with enemies, they, and not 
you, will deſerve to be blamed. 


THE more attention you appear to ſhew. 
to theſe inſtructions, my children, the 
more dear you muſt neceſſarily be to me; 
and the leſs I ſhall lament the ſad ſepara- 

G 3 tion 
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Cor. IV. tion which death is preparing to make 
betwixt us: In leaving you well ſtored 
with good principles, and furnifhed with 
my beſt advice, I ſhall think I only loſe 
you in part; and that I ſhall be al- 
ways in ſome degree in the midſt of you; 
it is thus you will be able to find me in 
your own minds, when you can no longer 
fee or hear me; and I truſt you will there 
find me faithfully repreſented, < 


C ON- 
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CONFERENCE v. 


On Virtue. 


exceedingly weakened this pious 
mother ; but, by an exertion worthy of 
her virtue and magnanimity, ſhe ſeemed 
to forget her bodily weakneſs, that ſhe 
might fully expreſs the dictates of her 
heart. Her children, full of attention, 
and impreſſed with the utmoſt tenderneſs, 


looked upon her with a mixture of ad- 


miration and grief; while ſhe communi- 
eated this valuable leſſon of inſtruction 
on the ſubject of Virtue. 


Vik run, my children, ought to be the 


_ ruling principle of all your actions: I 


cannot but conſider her as the offspring 


of heaven, without whom there would be 
S 4 nothing 
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Cony. v. nothing in this world but iniquity and im- 
Rho ron purity. In vain have the moſt corrupt 


ages of men endeavoured 'to obſcure her 
brightneſs: ſhe forces her way through 
the thickeſt cloud of paſſions; diffuſing 


| thoſe rays of glory, which we never can 


ſufficiently. admire.. Even her enemies are 
compelled to praiſe her; and they who 
themſelves are wicked, if not utterly aban- 
doned, would fain be accounted virtuous. 
Bur it is not ſufficient to bear our teſti- 
mony in favour of virtue, in empty words ; 
we muſt do her honour by a conduct which 
1s irreproachable. The eulogium, which 
we outwardly beſtow upon her, muſt be 
confirmed by the inward diſpoſitions of 
the heart. | | 
You will never be truly great, but jn 
proportion as you are virtuous : the higheſt 
honours are no more than the pedeſtal ; 
but merit is the ſtatue erected upon it. 
This it is, which diſtinguiſhes an indivi- 
| dual 
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dual from the multitude ; this it is, which Coxr. V. 


renders him ſ uperior to all that birth and for- 


tune can beſtow. Our talents do us ho- 
nour; and wit gains us credit: but Virtue 


exalts us even above humanity ; raiſing us 


above the events of life, and even above 


* 


ourſelves. With her, we ſecure the ad- 


miration of poſterity; we live in the an- 
nals of hiſtory; we never die: without 
her, on the contrary, we are degraded, 
we grovel, we only exiſt, to the diſhonour 
of humanity. 

THXrovcH ſhe has flouriſhed above 4000 
years, ſhe is not yet grown old : we ſpeak 
of her, as if the great effects of her power 
were manifeſted even to this day. The 
Romans are preſent with us, as though 
they were but juſt now dead; we ſeem, as 
it were, eye-witneſſes of their glory, and 


magnanimity : ſo true is it, that . . . 


HER E 


go 
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HERE ſhe was obliged to break off her 
diſcourſe, that ſhe might not fink under 
her extreme weakneſs; and ſhe had only 
juſt ſtrength enough left to tell her chil. 
dren, who were melted into tears, that ſhe 
muſt defer the remainder *till another 


day. 


CON. 
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CONFERENCE VI 
Further inſtructions ou the fame ſubject. 


OUR days had now paſſed, with conr. VI. 


which this excellent lady had not 
been able to converſe with her children; 
but happily her illneſs abated, and ſhe 
now renewed her inſtructions. 
You ſee me, ſays ſhe, reſtored to you 


for a little time ; and it is with the great- | 
eſt ſatisfaction I avail myſelf of this ſhort 
reſpite, from the pleaſing hope of ren- 


dering the few remaining hours of my 
life as uſeful to you as poſſible. Virtue, 
of which I was ſpeaking in my laſt con- 
ference with you, is ſo fruitful a field, 
that one might compoſe large volumes 


upon this ſubject. O! that I were able 


to repreſent her to you ſurrounded with 
that 
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Cox r. VI. that peace, which is peculiar to her; 
N adorned with thoſe charms, which diſ- 


tinguiſh her ſupported ; by that true great- 
neſs, which is her charaQteriftic! You 
would ſee that ſhe was formed to be the 
empreſs of the univerſe; that ſhe alone 
deſerves our regard; that her ſublime 
perfections would have altars erected in 
every heart, if man were not a dupe to 
his paſſions: the higher ſhe is raiſed, the 


more modeſt is her deportment; the more 


charms ſhe poſſeſſes, the more ſtudious is 


ſhe to conceal them. 


Ix vain doth vice oppoſe her attrac- 
tions, and declare open war againſt her: 


the remorſe, which diſturbs the ſoul of 


every ſinner, comes to avenge her cauſe, 


and to teach us that there is no happineſs, 
keg what is found in the poſſeſſion of Vir- 


Attach yourſelves therefore cloſely 


tr . and you will find that the perfec- 
tion of happineſs conſiſts in the enjoyment 


of 
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of her. I never knew what- real pleaſure 8 VI. 
was, till I became acquainted with the wa 


worth of Virtue, and the greatneſs of her 
beauty. As a proof of this, my "deareſt 
children, I can with truth aſſure you, 
that notwithſtanding” I àm on all ſides 
ſurrounded with the ſhadow of death, I 
feel an inward joy which I am not able to 
expreſs. This is the preſent happy effect 
of my love for virtue; which has taken 


ſuch poſſeſſion of my heart, that nothing 
can materially affect me, which hath not 


ſome relation to ker. even you are only 
ſo far dear to me, "as 1 truſt you "one 


en really good and virtuous. | 
"Pas diſpoſition, however, is the oth 
of Gop, and cannot be derived from our- 


felves alone ; it is therefore the ſubject 
of my conſtant prayers, that you may be 
filled with that grace, which I have fo 
often and ſo earneſtly implored for myſelf, | 
No one will be richer than you, if you 


are 


% 
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Conv. VI. are in poſſeſſion of this treaſure ; you can 
| ea then be placed in no fituation of life, in 
| which you will not diſtinguiſh yourſelves 
by ſome laudable action. In each of you, 
the indigent will find a beneficent father; 
your family, an equitable and kind 
| maſter; your relations, an affectionate 
and generous friend; your Country, a 
zealous ſupporters your King, a moſt 
faithful ſubject: in ſhort, all men will 
_ conſider you as their brethren, who only 
live to comfort and aſſiſt them. 
Wuar a bleſſing will riches and ho- 
nours prove in your hands, if you are 
really virtuous! Vou will then hecome a 
ſource of comfort, perpetually flowing to 
communicate happineſs to all mankind. 
Your favour will be implored, as 
though ye were, in ſome degree, the mi- 
niſters of heaven; and men will bleſs you, 
as doing honour to the age and nation in 


which you live. | 1 5 
| Viar UE 
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_ VigrTvs is far from being unrewarded Corr, VI: 
even in this life. What a ſutisfabtion ay Ween 


we feel, on awaking from ſleep, that'we 
have it in our will, and in our power, to 


diſtinguiſh the approaching day by ſome 


act of mercy to the wretched! How are 


we delighted with ſuch ſentiments as theſe ! 
What tranſport doth the combination of 
ſuch virtues afford! 'Theſe are the never- 
failing attendants on good men. 

| You muſt however beware of con- 


founding natural diſpoſition with the 


dictates of virtue; we oſten miſtake con- 
ſtitutional firmneſs for heroic magnani- 


mity: vivacity of temper produces cou- 
rage, as phlegm occafions prudence. 'We 
can only know, by a did enquiry into | 


ourſelves, the true motive on which we 
act. If it be really virtue which excites us, 
there will be neither affectation, nor ſeve- 
rity: ſimplicity and moderation will every 
where appear. They who. carry thin 85 


a 8 
= : K 
P ˙¹¹ 1 ˙² wc — — | l | 


96 Apvice from a LADY of QuaLiTY 
Conr. VI; to an extreme, know not, that even wiſ- 
dom itſelf muſt be tempered with ſo- 

I am not fond of thoſe outrageous vir- 
tues, which certain enthuſiaſts recommend 
as the characteriſtics of human perfection. 
True virtue ſhews herſelf by a moſt 
obliging deportment; the more gracious 
her air is, the more ſtrongly ſhe engages 
our attachment: we are offended at the 
ſight of a countenance, which is over- 
ſpread with a cloud of ſeverity. 

TaAkkE care then to exhibit nothing in 
your outward behaviour, but what is 
truly amiable; for otherwiſe. you will diſ- 
figure virtue, and make her appear differ- 
ent from what ſhe really is: all that we 
add of our own, is only an alloy unworthy 
of her purity. It is our misfortune, that 
there is too great a want of fincerity 


amongſt us: accuſtomed from our infancy 
to diſſemble, we think nothing excellent 
but 


; ! 
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but what is diſguiſed; whereas there i is no Cony. VI. 


virtue where there is no truth. 
Lay this down as a maxim, and you 
will deteſt every ſpecies of diſſimulation; 
there is nothing more odious, than a mind 
enſlaved to falſchood, a heart in which 
duplicity prevails. It is better to ſpeak 
the truth, tho? it ſhould prove to our own 
hurt, than to make uſe of the leaſt equi- 
yocation to gain the greateſt advantage. | 
Ark the riches in the world are not 
worth one ſingle virtue: fo that if you 
were allowed to make your choice betwixt 
the wealth which you are to poſſeſs, 
and the virtues which 1 have recom- 
mended to you to praiſe, you ought not | 
to heſitate a moment, which of theſe you 
ſhould prefer, A man, who 1s truly vir- 
tuous, can never be really wretched, He 
finds in himſelf thoſe rich reſources, which 
even princes are unable to beſtow : always 


patient and reſigned, he does not find his 
- BT mind 


—— 
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Coyy. VI. mind agitated with the viciſſitudes of for- 
tune. His thoughts are raiſed above the 
ſufferings of the preſent life, to the joys of 
a much happier ſtate; and the ſublimity of 
his ſentiments renders him ſuperior to all 

the calamities, which fortune can inflict. 
A ſoul, in which virtue reſides, is the 
neareſt repreſentation of heaven itſelf: all 
is ſerenity, and light, and joy: the trou- 
bles of the world cannot interrupt its re- 
poſe, the cloud of paſſions cannot di- 

qpiniſh its brightneſs. 7 
RELIGION is the only ſolid foundation 
of morality; this wiſdom 1s the chief or- 
nament of the human mind, and the chief 
director of our life. Without this, the 
heart is degraded, the whole ſoul is dege- 
nerate z we are diſſatisfled with ourſelves, 
and we have only fools or libertines for our 
companions and friends. 


Ask any man who has preferred a vici- 
. £ous.to a virtuous courſe of life; and, if 
. he 
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he is fincere, he will acknowledge that his Cour. VI. 
uneaſineſs was continual; that his joy was * 


merely external; that his imagination was 
bewildered; that his paſſions' conſumed 
him; that his actions brutalized him; and 
that his whole mind and body were ex- 
hauſted. e 
W 2E need not wait for the coming of 
that awful day, when Gop ſhall puniſh 
vice, to know how odions ſhe is: even in 
this life ſhe carries with her her own con- 
demnation. Her moſt eloquent and bold 
panegyriſts have never been able, with all 
their endeavours, to cover that deformity, 
which attends her; and always renders 
her the object of deteſtation. Go into 
any country that you pleaſe; and you will 
find vice et and virtue ho- 
noured. f 
Ix what ignominious terms doth hiſtory 
make mention of vicious princes! It ſpeaks 
of them with horror; and never ſo much 
\ | Hs 48 
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Coxy. VI. as names them, but to make them odious 
TY to every age and nation. 


A vicious man is a ſtranger to prudence, 
decency, and honeſty: he neither reads, 
nor ſpeaks, nor acts, but with a view to 
gratify the violence of his paſſions, and 
bitterly to inveigh againſt virtue, which 
excites his indignation ſo much the more, 
as he finds it impoſſible to hate her. 

I would not wiſh for more than the 


mere preſence of a libertine, to fill any 


reflecting mind with horror. He is a 
monſter, that deſtroys all the pleaſure of 
ſociety ; that ſtifles every worthy ſenti- 
ment; that rebels againſt every law of 
reaſon ; and that defies Heaven itſelf with 
a ſhocking and intolerable inſolence. 
From ſuch dreadful exceſſes. as theſe 


Virtue, my dear children, will preſerve 
you: It will not only remove you at a diſ- | 
tance from every ſinful act, but alſo from 
every occaſion of finning, It will inſpire 


you 
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you with an utter averſion from thoſe pre- Conwy. VI. 
ſumptuous offenders, whoſe yery breath is — 


infectious; it will encourage you to your 
ſeveral duties; it will prove the beſt ſecu- 
rity againſt idleneſs, which is juſtly 
eſteemed the parent of every kind of 
wickedneſs. | 

TERRE is no ſituation of life, 


wherein virtue will not be found uſeful; 


as there is none in which vice can be ex- 
cuſed. This religious principle will make 
us patient ir. adverſity; humble in proſ- 
perity ; prudent in buſineſs; moderate in 


pleaſures; undautited in dangers; affable” 
in converſation ; judicious in the manage- 
ment of our domeſtic concerns. A man is 


always acting amiſs, when he 1s not vir- 


tuous; his conduct is a ſatire againſt him- 
ſelf: and he finds only mean and baſe 


minds, that will venture to applaud him. - 


WIL E we practiſe virtue, we belong, 
as it were, to Heaven: While we lead a 
1 diſorderly - 


IOI 
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Cor. VI. diſorderly life, we are retained in the ſer- 


u cce of our paſſions. The obſervance of 


our duty unites us with good men; the 
love of vice throws us into the company 
of the wicked. 

Tur world will not fail to throw abun- 


dance of obſtacles in your way, to hinder 


your approach to virtue; but the difficul- 
ties will preſently vaniſh, whenever you 
enter into an examination of your own 
hearts: you will then find, that it is im- 
poſſible to be truly good, without all thoſe 
qualities, which religion demands; you 
will then find, that the inconſtancy of 
the human mind has need to be fixed by 
the authority of wiſdom and juſtice. 

The vivacity of youth is too apt to form 
a falſe idea of religion, as throwing a veil 
of melancholy over the world and all its 
pleaſures. But ſuch young people are 
greatly miſtaken : Wiſdom and goodneſs 
are very conſiſtent with, if they are not 

| indeed 
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indeed the only ſource of, Chearfulneſs. 
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If you look into the world, and attend —"V - 


carefully to the actions of men, you will 


find true enjoyment only among thoſe who 
are really virtuous: Others indeed may 
appear with more noiſy jollity about them ; 


but this is only a kind of intemperate ex- 


ceſs, which, in a few minutes, will give 


place to an inſupportable melancholy. 
When a man is only joyous by fits and by 
compulſion, the heart remains a prey to 


diſſipation and remorſe. 


Ir what I have ſaid to you in recom- 
mendation of virtue is not ſufficient to 
determine you in favour of her charms; : 
recall to your minds your excellent father; 


review the hiſtory of your illuſtrious an- 
ceſtors : and by no means diſhonour their 
memory by a conduct fo widely different 


from theirs. The life which you derive * 
from them, ſhould paſs as incorrupt as 
theirs; you ought to bear their name, 

M4. -- only. 


* 
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Cony, v1. only that you may * Sol to poſterity, that 
ou are fo many living repreſentatives of 
their virtues. 
I flatter myſelf, my 8 will 
not eaſily be effaced; and that you will 
ſtudy that moderation in all things, which 
conſtitutes true wiſdom. Your minds 
will never be truly great, except whilſt, 
being ſteady without boldneſs, prudent 
without avarice, liberal without profu- 
Hon, you ennoble every action of your 
hves. Take heed that you do not, even 
in ſecret, diveſt yourſelves of that pru- 
dence and caution, which you outwardly 
profeſs ; you muſt never forget, that you 
ought to be virtuous, for the ſake of Vir- 
tue, and for the ſake of Heaven. A truly 
good man is he, who acts, as if his whole 
conduct was open to the fight and exami- 
nation of Gop and men. 
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CONFERENCE vu. 


"On PLEASURE. 


5 Goo. my dear children, is pleaſed Cox v. VII. 


to prolong my life, and to enable 

me to continue my inſtructions to you, I 
ſhall take this opportunity of dwelling 
more at large on the ſubject of Pleaſure; 
the chief rock againſt which you are in 
danger of ſplitting. Vouth is the ſeaſon, 
in which pleaſures preſent themſelves to 
the imagination, to ſeduce and captivate 
it. They begin by dazzling our fight ; 
and when once they have ſucceeded in 
this point, they ſoon aſſume the empire 
of the heart: There they eſtabliſh their 
dominion, and choke every ſeed of virtue, | 
As ſoon as the inordinate love of plea- 
ſure takes poſſeſſion of the ſoul, virtue is 
| | _ obliged 


conr. vll. obliged to retire; we are thenceforth 


Advices from a Lapr of Quauiry 


wholly taken up with ſuch objects as gra- 


tify the paſſions, cheriſh effeminacy, and 


ſupport-vanity : we ſeek for nothing buy 
miſchievous indulgencies, we liſten only | 
to the dictates of our ſenſual appetites. 
THERE is no man, who is not fond of 
eaſe and tranquility : This principle is ſo 
deeply imprinted in our minds, that we 
muſt diveſt ourſelves of our nature, before 


we can think otherwiſe. But by tran- 


quility of mind, I mean that pure ſatisfac- 
tion, which has nothing in common with 
thoſe gratifications, in which t e world 
chiefly delights: for you cannot be too 


often told, that the . which it 
| purſues, as its ſovereign good, are only 


phantoms which miſlead us. 


I am no firanger to theſe boaſted de- 
lights: I have been ſufficiently engaged 
in their vain purſuit ; and from my own 
experience I can with truth declare, that 

\ | they 5 
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they only ſerve to lull reaſon to ſteep. Tt Cony.VIL. 


is, in ſhort, a ſtate of ſtupefaction, which 
terminates in remorſe; a dream, . from 
which, when we awake, we find 2 vacuum, 
which we are not able to ſupply. I al- 
ways fancied, that they would fill my 
heart with the moſt perfect joy; and I 
found myſelf conſtantly diſappointed. 
Trovcn the ſoul drink ever fo largely 
of this cup, it never finds that inward ſa- 
tisfaction, which leaves nothing farther 


to be defired : we never can be completely 


happy, whilſt we are under the he 
ment of our paſſions. 

Ir I had time and ability to analyze 
thoſe pleaſures to which the world is en- 
flaved, I could demonſtrate to you the in- 


ſufficiency of public diverſions and amuſe- 
ments to give real ſatisfaction to a rational 


mind. It is ſufficient to know that they 
are trifling, that they are fatiguing, that 
they are tranſient ; whereas the ſoul can 

| find 
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Cony.VII. find no real happineſs in that, which is 
—Y > not ſubſtantial, peaceful, and unchange- 
able. We always,. therefore, offer vio- 
lence to our better part, when we launch 

forth into that tumultuous ocean of trifles, 

which conſtitute the life of people of fa- 

ſhion. It is only by ſtifling reflection, 

that the lovers of pleaſure can ſupport 
themſelves: they well know, that a little 
ſerious conſideration would give them a 

diſtaſte for the pleaſures which they are 
purſuing, and therefore they do every 

thing they can to get rid of it. Thus de 

they live in wilful 1 nennen enen * their 

own minds. | 

How often does the chants. which-we 

are fond of calling the ſchool of true 
politeneſs and juſt ſentiments, carry us 

away from. ourſelves, and render us the 

' ſlaves of paſſion ! It is generally love, 

which performs the principal character, 

and which is repreſented in the moſt al- 

1. luring 
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"luring manner: We ſeldom attend, 1 denr. XI. 


believe, to what is paſſing there, without 
returning more enamoured with the 
world, more paſſionately fond of dreſs, 
more ſtrongly inclined to diſſipation. 
The glaring appearance of the ſtage, the 
ſentiments there delivered, and the ob- 
jects exhibited, all ſerve to enchant the 
ſenſes, excite the paſſions, intoxicate the 
mind, and eee, the love of 8258 
ſure. 

Tarn not, I e os 2 * 
a preacher; mine is only that of: reaſon 
and experience. The theatre is very fre- 
quently the ruin of young men, whom 
the ſight of an actreſs ſeduces, and carries 
headlong into every ſpecies of miſchief. 
From that moment, all domeſtic attach- 
ments are at an end; all relative duties 
are neglected; a total diſorder in their af- 
fairs ſucceeds; and they become the ſub- 
; Jet of public. converſation, and the au- 
| thors 
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Conv. VII. thors of ruin to themſelves wr to their 
I defy ihe: advocates for theſe entertain- 5 
tainments to deny the facts juſt men- 
tioned. Alas! what I have ſaid is too 
frequently "verified, to queſtion the truth 
of it. In vain are we told, that the tears, 
which we ſhed in the theatre, teach us to. 
be compaſſionate 5 the momentary tender- 
neſs, excited by romance, ſeldom if ever 
materially affects the heart. Some, who 
are juſt come from a ſcene, at which they 
were almoſt diſſolved into tears, could 
with dry eyes behold the wretch, who, in 
want of fy comfort, implores their pity 
and relief. 
AsszuBTIESs have ſo often proved the 
occafions of intrigues and duels, that I 
cannot venture to recommend them to 
you. It 1s certainly very proper, that a 
young man of faſhion ſhould know how 
to n himſelf, at ſuch places; and 
| parti. 
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particularly, that he ſhould be able /to Conn. Vit. | 


dance gracefully. But it is alſo very ne- 1 


ceſſary, that he ſhould know; that of all 
aualifications, dancing is the leaſt conſi- 
derable: that a man of ſcience looks on it 
with an eye of pity; and chat an officer · 
ought neither too curiouſly to ſtudy it, 
nor too earneſtly engage in it, it is the 
property of perſons of a trifling character, 
to be wholly occupied by trifles. 
N As to play; there is 0 ſpecies of it, 
logy,;to excuſe it. At beſt, it ſhews a 
feebleneſs of mind, which is incapable of 
proper application; and oceaſions a loſsof 
time which it is impoſſible to redeem: you: 
muſt never conſider it, but as a neceſſary 
recreation, and an act of ciyility which yon 
owe to ſociety. But lay this down as a 
maxim, that the money, which we win, 
ſeldom does us the leaſt good; and that 
the loſs of our money ſeldom fails to diſ- 
concert us. | OF 
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Coxr. VII. Or games of hazard ſay nothing; they 
ee ſo dangerous that I am perſuaded you 


will moſt carefully avoid them: in theſe, 
men either loſe their reputation, or their 


fortune, or both. And however rich they 
may ſuppoſe themſelves, from the moment 


they commence gameſters, they can never 
inſure their being worth a ſhilling: a 
ſingle throw often reduces an en man 
to abſolute beggary. N 97 
I am, perhaps, wrong, in reckonin * | 
play in the number of pleaſures; it cer- 
tainly has much more the appearance. of 
ftudy, than of recreation, The eyes fixed, 
the attention engroſſed, a deep ſilence; a 
reſtleſs inquietude ariſing from the fear of 
loſing or the hopes of gain, exclude the 
moſt diſtant idea of pleaſure. | This is the 
ſtate of all who loſe: they are full of care, 
they are full of complaints, they torment 
themſelves; and when they are ſeen playing, 


to ſay the truth, they 48 every thing 
but play. | As 


EI 
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As for feaſts: they are only our ordinary Conwy. VII. | 
meals, embelliſhed by elegance and a vari- — | 


ety of meats. They may ſerve to remind 
us, that this body of ours is a ſlave, that 
has-a great many wants to be ſupplied; 
and that all theſe kinds of food, with' 


which our vanity is fed, were originally 


deſigned merely for a remedy againſt death. 
It is a ſure indication of a degenerate 
mind, when any man makes his en 
to conſiſt in the pleaſure of eating. 

Do not imagine, my dear children, 


that J have the leaſt deſire of making you 


unſociable, or moroſe. My intention is 


only to inſpire you with elevated ſenti- 


ments; to teach you the true value of 
things; that you may not miſtake tinſel 
for gold; but chat you may uſe this world 
as not abuſing it: and that you may be 
aſſured, that a conſcientious diſcharge of 
your duty is the only ſource of real plea- 


ſure; that to reach forth comfort to the 


0 1 miſerable 
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Conv. VII. miſerable gives the trueſt ſatisfaction; and 
= furniſhes the mind with that enjoyment, 


which no entertainments or diverſions can 
afford. 

Cax there be. a more viciahls object 
than one, whoſe whole happineſs depends 
on a fox chace, a concert, or a play? 
Should either of theſe fail him, he tis 
undone: or if by chance he ſhould be ſo 
circumſtanced, as to be out of the reach 
of them, he is ſo miſerable, that his ex- 
iſtence is a burthen to him. | 
Wo, on the contrary, is more happy 
than he, that, furniſhed with the means 
of amuſing ſolitude, can fit down and re- 
hſh the pleaſures of reading and contempla- 
tion? Such a man goes out into the world 
merely for \recreation, and to diſcharge 
the duties which he owes to ſociety : 
he conſiders public amuſements as inci - 
dental means of relaxation; but never can 
be induced to ſet his heart on ſuch uſe- 
leſs trifles. 95 5 | As 
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As your W life may often carty bre lg 
you to live in countries very ill ſupplied * 


even with common neceſſaries, you muſt 
accuſtom yourſelves to. be well ſatisfied, 
wherever you are. In order to which, 
reflect, that the mind is the principal ob- 
jet, which deferves your attention; and 
that if you cultivate the growth of virtue 
in your hearts, you will have within 


yourſelves a never-failing ſource of ſatis- 


faction. | | 
TR diverſions of the eld are certainly 
8 the eharms of muſic are un- 
queſtionably great; but our attachment 
to either falls little ſhort of madneſs, if 
we ſuffer them to engroſs our whole time, 
or our beſt affections. It is temperance, 
which muſt give a reliſh even to our plea- 
fures; and which alone renders them wor- 
thy of a rational ſoul. When we would 
be always amuſed, we loſe the idea of 
| amuſement 3 even what is moſt delicious. 
/ 0 & | becomes 
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within our reach. Every thing grows 
dull to that heart, which is a prey to vo- 
luptuouſneſs; every unneceſſary refine- 
ment made uſe of to whet the appetite for 
pleaſure, produces a painful ſatiety. If 
you only conſider recreation, as the re- 
medy of fatigue, it will be very eaſy to 
find amuſement: ſtudied pleaſures are 
only for thoſe, whoſe appetites are in a 
manner exhauſted. e 
As you are now arrired at an age, in 
which your paſſions begin to ſhew them- 


| ſelves, guard with the utmoſt care againſt 


every thing which may corrupt your mo- 
rals, or diſturb your tranquility. Youth 
is the torrid zone of life; and the irregu- 
lar love of women the ſource of inquietude 
and misfortunes. Hiſtory abounds with 
inſtances of thoſe ravages which it is con- 
tinually making: it preſents itſelf to us 
under the attractive idea of pleaſure ; but 


bY | 
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it ſoon becomes a torment, which diſor- Cr. VII 
iſtr es the _ 3 


ders the imagination, 
and tyrannizes over the hear. 


Wnuorvrx is wesesglipe isnt Die 


power, is always ready to violate the moſt 
facred duties: he forgets his friends, his 


country, and his Goßp; he ſees n hi 3 


but the object of his paſſion; he hearkens 
to nothing but * _ of tas unbridled. 
defires. 5 „ „ Hifi Sms ee A 

Ix this drendfol dees id my be 
ſure to find yourſelves, if you know not 
ner. The paſſions muſt be- ſubdued by 
the ſtubbornneſs of labour; and temptation 
muſt be refiſted, by avoiding the occaſions 


of it: we are ſure of being loſt, whenevet 
we ſeek for danger. The miſeries of Juſt 


may be read in the very faces of thoſe, 


who give themſelves up to it. N Kue | 


exhauſts and enervates like ee n 
deſtroys at once the. underit; 
health. 
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conr. VII. You will tell me, perhaps, that by my 
— ſyſtem of morality all pleaſures are for- 
bidden: No, my children; there are 
many recreations, which virtue allows ; 
and in which you will find ſufficient ſatiſ- 
faction, when you only ſeek them for the 


ſake of amuſement. 
A ſocial game at cards, chearfal conver- 


ſation, an evening walk, an intereſting 
book, a game at tennis, or a day's hunt- 
ing, a dinner with your friends, and 
innocent  mirth—theſe ſhould be your 
amuſements. And theſe will have charms 
enough, if you know the nature of true 
pleaſure; I mean that, which is not pur- 
chaſed with pain or remorſe; and which, 
leaving the mind at all times in the ſame 
eaſy ftate in which it found it, is under no 
| apprehenſion of ſhame, nor fears the cen- 
| ſures of mankind. | 
Ix alibertine would venture to calculate 
all the difficulties and embarraſſments, 
which 
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which he is under, to diſguiſe his conduct Cony.VII. 
from the eyes of men, and to conceal his 2 
ſhame from his parents or his friends; he 
would ſee that his life is a continual tor- 
ment: and that the wretched privilege of 
ruining his conſtitution, and deſtroying 
his life, is purchaſed with endleſs vexa- 
tions. In vain does he ſhelter himſelf from 
the reproaches of men; Gop ſees him 
and his crimes, in the very moment of 
commiſſion; and they are written in that Y 
_ everlaſting book, in which all our actions 
are recorded. i 

FREQUENTLY reflect, I beſeech vou, | 
on what I have ſaid; and you will find, 
that true ſatisfaction conſiſts only in an 
upright attention to your duty. A mind 
ſo compoſed will receive pleaſure even 
ſrom the ſight of a flower beginning to 
diſcloſe its beauties, or from a murmuring 
ſtream; or even from viewing the forma- 
tion of the ſmalleſt inſect. A reflecting 

3 + 1 mind 
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Conx.VII. mind improves every contemplation of the 
y=— wonderful works of the Creator; it finds 


numberleſs beauties in thoſe objects, which 
paſs unnoticed by perſons of a diſſipated 
_ 

 Wxrar delight is the proſpect of a flow- 
ery meadow capable of affording to a mind 
unſullied by vice! What ſatisfaction does 
a tender and a virtuous heart feel, from 
the conſcious ſenſe of a good action! Such 
as theſe are the pleaſures, which I wiſh 
you to experience: we are always inde- 
pendent, when we have the reſources of 
entertainment within ourſelves. He, who 
is always running about i in ſearch of hap- 
pineſs, ſeldom finds any thing more than 


the ſhadow of it. 
Lr your minds then open themſelves 


to the pleaſures, which Virtue offers to 


your acceptance; and think, that, as effi- 
minacy is the parent of chagrin, you will 
no longer be able to ſupport yourſelves, 
He than 
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than while you are fond of labour, and Cor. vIE 
know how to diverſify it. This variety 32 
tends admirably to hinder diſtaſte; no- 
thing being ſo tedious as an uniform ſame- 
neſs of employment. 
Wurst you carefully avoid the com- 
pany of libertines, I am ſure you will be 
ſafe; but if ence you aſſociate with them, 
you will infallibly become a prey to vice: 
their converſation tends only to ſeduce, 
and their examples are infectious.  Ac- 
cuſtomed to receive, from the moſt plau- 
fible writers, whatever can inſpire them | 
with the love of pleaſure, they praiſe, * 
extol, and recommend them wherever | 
they go: as a cloud ſcatters hail, or rain, 
over every country * which it 
paſſes. - An: | 
Iam ſenſible than you have need of i re- 
ſolution. But what is a man, that is 
driven about with every wind ? who can 
be good. wah ſuch as are good, and a li- 
bertine 
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| Cons.VII. bertine with ſuch as are diſſolute; in 


ſhort, who has no inclinations or purpoſe 
of his own. If you think my advice 
tends only to render your life melancho- 
ly ; you will neither do juſtice to my af- 
fection, nor to my diſcernment. Adopt 
the meaſures which I recommend: and 
you will very ſoon know, by experience, 
that as your happineſs is the only earthly. 
object of my care; ſo I am neither miſ- 
taken in the end, nor in the means which 
J point out to you, of effecting it. The 
voice of a mother, fo deeply intereſted as 

Fam in your welfare, is not the voice of 

treachery, Death approaching begins 

to open my eyes; and imparts to me new 
rays of light: it deſtroys indeed my bo- 
dily ſtrength, but it increaſes the powers 
of my underſtanding. It redoubles my 
love of thoſe, whom I conſider as a part 
of myſelf, which will ſoon ſurvive me; 


and, as it were, ſecure to me a continuance 


10 her CHILDREN. 


on that earth, on which I ſhall no longer Con, VII. 


perſonally exiſt. - — 
Ir any thing can 3 * in 


death, it will be the confidence, that you. 
will conſcientiouſly obſerve my precepts. 
Promiſe me, therefore, my beloved chil- 
dren, with ſach expreſſions as a ſenſe of 
duty will ſuggeſt ; - promiſe. me on the 
truth of a ſoldier, whoſe word of honour 
is moſt ſacred; promiſe me that you will 
conform your lives to the rules which I 
have here laid down, and that you will 
not diſhonour my . ok an . 
and vicious condu cr. 

HRE the children of « our * 
mother caſt themſelves at her feet :- and 
in the midſt of tears and ſighs proteſted, 
that their lives ſhould be exactly ſuch, as ſhe 
had marked out to them; and that they 
had rather die in her preſence, than make 
her ſuch promiſes, as they did not mean 
to perform. Each of them embraced her 

in 


„ 
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— generous parent finiſhed her conference 


by ſaying, in a ſteady but aer g Kr 
tone of voice 

I receive your proteſtation with the ut- 
moſt comfort: I would make it known, 
that it might be a witneſs: againſt you, if 
you ſhould ever counteract your own ſo- 
lemn engagements. The world, corrupt 
as it is, would then ſhew, that it has vir- 
tue enough to ſet itſelf againſt you, and 


vindicate my rights: but in ſo doing, 1 
ſhould think I diſhonoured you by my 


unjuſt apprehenſions. Only remember, 
that no one, without Gop's aſſiſting 
grace, can attain to any thing that is 
good ; and that you ſtand in need of ſuc- 
eour from heaven, to enable you to put 
in practice what you have promiſed. 


C O N- 


to her CHILDREN. 


CONFERENCE vi.” Ly 


f 


05 AMB1TION. 8 


\HIS evening ſhall be employetita in Cox. VIII. 
finiſhing the manuſcript, which 


your father left you; let us give it 1 
attention, which it deſer ves 

TE love of Honour being the paſſion 
of perſons of rank, and eſpecially of ſol- 
diers; it is very neceſſary that you ſhould 
be taught the beſt means of regulating it, 
If it has no bounds, it becomes an head+ 
ſtrong vice; which is ready to ſacrifice 
families, provinces, and kingdoms, - nay 


even the whole univerſe to its own inte- 


reſt. Maſſacres, wars, depredatious of 
every kind, take their riſe only from a 
falſe ambition: when this affection of the 
mind is improved into a ſyſtem, we no 
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Apvice from a Lady of QuaLTyY 


Corr. VII. longer regard the law, our country, or 
W—— qur Goo. 


I have never been able to read the hiſ- 
tory of thoſe wretched people without hor- 
Tor, who, to ſatisfy their inordinate de- 
fires, have effected the utter ſubverſion of 
2 whole nation, and feaſted their eyes and 
their hearts with the dreadful ſpectacle. 
They are monſters, which deſerved to 
have. been buried in oblivion: hiſtory 


ought not even to have tranſmitted their 


names to our remembrance. Immortality 
is the reward of virtue alone; as for 
wickedneſs, it is worthy to be configned 
to that darkneſs, whence it proceeded. 
 Trexre is a kind of ambition, which 
we call emulation; and which, having 
nothing in its view but the public good, 
or its own advancement, according to the 
ſtricteſt rules of equity and honour, muſt 
needs be conſidered as a virtue. With- 
out this ſpecies of ambition, our facul- 
85 ties 
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ties would be benumbed, our talents Cox. va 


would remain buried ; there would be no * 
enterprize, or diſcovery in the world: 
men, reduced to a level with the brute 
creation, would live without rule and 
without reaſon. | x | 
Ir was the deſign of Providence, 50 
our own private intereſt ſhould be inti- 
mately connected with that of the public; 
and that the general good ſhould be pro- 
moted by the exertion of each man's par- 
ticular abilities. Every one ſeems to be 
labouring for himſelf; and yet this la- 
bour, tho? ef appears to be the imme- 
diate object, ſoon unites with the com- 
mon maſs of induſtry : and thus is com- 
poſed that uſeful body of men, who main- 
tain the ſtrength and -magnificence of the 
ſtate, at the — of their lives, or * 
WZ eee eee 
own advancement in our view; but we 
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Con. VIII. are at all times required to prefer the good 
— of the public before our private intereſt: 

and while we are leſs concerned about our 

own advantage, than about that of our 
country, we ſhall never deſire any thing, 
but what is juſt and reaſonable. When 
either arrogance or avarice ſo far prevails, 
as to make us wiſh to appropriate to our- 
ſelves the praiſes and rewards, which are 
not our due, we then become uſurpers, 

and ceaſe to be worthy citizens. N 
Aunfriox is a paſſion, which runs 

into every extreme: one while it debaſes 

him, who is enſlaved to it; at another 
time it exalts him above medſure: it is 
the parent of pride on one hand, and of 
meanneſs on the other. Of this ſort are 
thoſe obſequious wretches, who bow them 
ſelves at the feet of ſuch as are able to 
promote them; while they treat thoſe 
with contempt, from whom they have 
nothing to np. 


WI 
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We muſt be well acquainted with the con. VIII. 4 
ambitious, if we would be competent 1 
judges of the miſeries they endure. We on 


ſhould then ſee what variety of projects, 


what 'a ſucceſſion of uneaſineſſes, fl 


their imagination: how their minds are 


_ diſtracted with hopes and fears; how con- 
tinually they are deluded with the phan- _ 
tom of glory, which ſuddenly vaniſhes 
away; and which makes the ambitious | 

man think himſelf perpetually on the brink 
of happineſs, without ever actually at- 
taining to it. Scarce is one of his deſires2? 
oratified, when a ſecond preſents itſelf: * 
his heart, like the veſſel of the Danaides, _ 
can never be filled; he is like another | 
Tantalus, whoſe thirſt is never to be 


quenched. What a lamentable ſtate is 
this! 


bh 


to ſtop the ambitious in his career, or 


whether he is exhauſted by his own defires; oy 
* 1 have 5 


WHETHER it is the dei gn « of F Providence 
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Con. VIII. J have ſeen a multitude of young people, 
| | - hurried away by this paſſion, periſh in the 
midſt of their projects of grandeur and 
adyancement. Alas! will there not be 
earth enough, to ſupply us. with a grave; 
and muſt we be inceſſantly reminded, that 
this life is ſo ſhort and tranſitory, that 
there is not time to form deſigns, and to 1 
ſee them executed? 8 | 
Ir. mould ſeem, that the Nano with 
which men feed their imagination, muſt 
needs be eternal; and yet — a ſingle mo- 
ment is ſufficient to put an end both to 
them and their poſſeſſors. The earth is 
covered with : inſcriptions, | which an- 
nounce the tranſitory condition of human 
| grandeur : i we ſpend our whole lives in 
deſiring hat promotion, at which we ne- 
ver arrive, or, at leaſt, not before the eve 
of death. Truly it was well worth our 
while, to torment ourſelves night and day, 
about what is ſo full of uncertainty, and 
of ſo ſhort duration! Tak 


to her Carta; 


Taz is only one ſort of ambition. Con. VIII. 


which I can venture to recommend to you; 
that of imitating your anceſtors, and of 
ſerving your country with a zeal which 
nothing can diminiſh. In every thing elſe, 
let moderation ſet bounds to your deſires : 

he is worthy of every thing, who thinks he 
_ deſerves nothing. | 

Tux who are continually complaining 


of the injuſtice done them, becauſe their 
merit is not properly attended to, are men 


of a moſt ignoble ſpirit: we adopt a very 
different language, when we feel in our 


minds that generoſity of ſentiments which 5 


raiſes us above the caprice of fortune. 
The meer ſatĩsfaction of having honourably 
ſerved the public, is of more value, than 
every kind of recompence. We muſt put 
ourſelves in a ſituation to hope for every 
thing from heaven; this will prove the beſt 
ground of comfort, amidf all the r 
of men. 
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Con. VIII. x 
you could only riſe, by means of intrigue. 


1 
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I ſhould be very miſerable, if 1 thought 


Shew on all occaſions a generous greatneſs 
of mind, which raifes you above all the 
little artifices, and baſe compliances, which 
ambition ſtudies. Habituate yourſelves to 
deſire no other advancement, than that 
which may ariſe from the performance of 
your duty; chuſe rather to live in obſcu- 
rity, than to ſhine with a borrowed luſtre. 
If we would be really honoured by the dig- 
nities conferred on us, we muſt never be 
aſhamed to declare, by what means we at- 
tained to them: true honour conſiſts not 


ſo much in obtaining promotion, as in 


having deſerved it. Thoſe titles, with 
which a man of faſhion is diſtinguiſhed, 
no longer afford him any real ſatisfaction, 
than while they are confirmed 2 the "rack 
lic approbation. 

Ir you love the truth, as 1 truſt you 


always will, you will be utter ſtrangers to 
flattery 


to her CHILDREN. 


pe in return, that Fortune, who beſtows 
the chief of her favours on compliance and 
deceit, will not reckon you in the number 
of her favourites. You will then be great, 

only in the way which is proper for you; 

true glory will never leave you. You will 
find in yourſelves thoſe honours and 
riches, which are not to be found in 
courts; and you will have this ſatisfaction, 

that neither injuries nor death itſelf will 
be able to take any thing from ou. 

IT is time for you, my children, to 
ſhew to the world an exampleof true mag- 
nanimity: the hearts of too many are ſo 
debaſed, that they only think how they 
may arrive at honours, without concernin g 

_ themſelves whether the means are generous 


and lawful. Envy, which always forms 
an atmoſphere round virtuous characters, 


will perhaps conſider you as proud; but 


what doth calumny avail, againſt a con- 
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ox. VIII ſcience void of offence? It is then we reſt 
— ſatisfied with our own integrity; and are 
contented to defy malevolence. Whoever 
reſolutely devotes himſelf to the practice 
of virtue, will not fail to have enemies ; 
ſo invariably is it the lot of real merit to 
be perſecuted, that it is laid down as an 

axiom, that it muſt be fo. 

Ir is not ſufficient to be poſſeſſed of mi- 
litary courage. You muſt have a ſtrength 
of mind, which extends itſelf to every 
part of your conduct; which raiſes you 
above all the rumours of malice and envy; 
which makes you deſpiſe reports andcabals; 

and which renders you invulnerable by the 
ſhafts of ingratitude and revenge. | 

Do not imagine that, under the pretext 
of elevating your minds, I wiſh ſo to de- 
baſe them, as to make you- indifferent to 
every inſult which may be offered to you: 
all I have to ſay on ſo delicate a ſubject, is, 
that your own prudence muſt be your chief 

defence. 
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defence. By being affable and a Cox. VIII. 
you will avoid thoſe dreadful rencounters, n 


in which we know what we ought to "at 
but do not know, what 5 15 com- 
pelled to do. | re teak 18 
WHAT EVER may happen to you, never 
forget, that every ſubject owes his life 
to his King and Country; and that you 
doubly owe your's, both as citizens and 
ſoldiers. You are appointed by the ſtate 
as centinels, to watch in its defence ; 
the preſervation therefore of your on 
lives is a neceſſary part of your duty. 
Ir a trial muſt be made of your per- 
ſonal courage, war will furniſh you with 

abundant opportunities of ſhewing it. 
You never will be accuſed of want of 
bravery, whilſt you are ſeen the laſt in a 
retreat, and the foremoſt to engage; 2 
is in ſuch ſituations, that a noble antbi- 
tion ought to influence your conduct. 
When you have only deſires of this kind, 
K 4 virtue 
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Con. VIII. virtue will ſecure them, and crown them 
[ uich bleſſing and good ſucceſs. 

Tux duties of a ſoldier are the pro- 
pereſt to excite emulation; they never 
want opportunities to diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves. Even peace furniſhes them with 
means of exerciſing their faculties both of 
mind and body. It is then they make 
themſelves maſters of their profeſſion, and 
become accompliſhed through ſtudy and 
practice. 

Wren your rank requires you to make 
your appearance at court, you will not 
fail to attend there: not for the ſake of 
offering the incenſe of adulation to the 
great, nor to ſolicit more lucrative em- 
ployments, but merely to form honour. 
able connections with noblemen of the 
beſt character; and to cheriſh in your 
hearts that reſpe&ful and filial love, which 
you owe to your King, Let merit alone 
ſpeak in your behalf; and leave it to 

8 thoſe 
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thoſe who wiſh you well, to give it its Con. vin. 
proper weight. Your attendance at court 


will not then be irkſome to you; and 


courtiers will not look upon you with a 


jealous eye. As you will not have any 
pretenſions, you will have no inducement 
to act a part; and this ſimplicity and eaſe 
being ſomething uncommon, will perhaps 
more ſtrongly recommend you than diſ- 
ſimulation. We had once an Ambaſſa- 
dor“, who ſurpriſed thoſe of every other 
court, and obtained every thing he want-_ 
ed, by always ſpeaking the truth. Be- 
hold, in him, the perfect model of 'a 
worthy miniſter ! 9 OF 
Tur minds of men are fo corrupt, that 
I ſhould not be at all ſurprized, if theſe 
hints for your future conduct were con- 
fidered as romantic notions; but if you 
conſult truth and experience, you will 
think very differently of them. They 


„ Cor. 


Will 
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Con. vill. will eonvince you, that it is not from the 
= republic of Plato that I derive theſe ad- 


monitions; and that you will never be 


truly happy, but when you reduce them 


into practice. Follow after virtue; make 


a grateful return for the love which I 
have ſhewn you; honour your mother, 


liſten to her inſtructions: and remember, 


that there are no people upon earth, with 


whom the advice of a dying parent is not 
accounted as facred as an oracle. 
Tun 1s conference made ſuch an impreſ- 


ſion upon them, that they kept a pro- 


found filence ; till their mother, whoſe 

very ſoul was filled with a tender anxiety 
for her children's happineſs, thus addreſ- 
ſed them: Such, my dear children, are 
the truths, of which your hearts muſt be 
the faithful depoſitaries; and which you 
muſt have continually before your eyes, 
as the moſt lively image of your father. 


I would to Gop he had ſurvived me! 


You 
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You would have found in the ſtrength of Cox. VIII. 
of his ſentiments, every thing that is ca- 
pable of improving and perfecting your 
own. But alas! this is a vain wiſh : he 
is departed as a ſhadow. You have 
only had a father---to regret the loſs of 
him ; and the hour is at hand, when you 

will have nothing left you n 
membrance of a mother. | | 


* A 
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CONFERENCE IX. © 
-— Os GENEROSITY. | 


Con. IX. I HAVE often thought, that amidſt all 
the different modes of educating young 
people, they have never been ſufficiently 
inſtructed in the nature of true Gene- 
roſity. To ſupply this defect, I intend 
to ſhew you, that there is nothing which 
raiſes us to a nearer reſemblance to the 
Deity, than the practice of this duty. 
We become imitators of that Providence, 
which diſpenſes its bounty with profu- 
fion; and we reſemble thoſe beneficial 
clouds, which diſtil * on every part 
of the earth. 
THE ſpendthaife is as far from gene- 
roſity as the miſer : they are both of them 
beings, who have nothing in view bu: 


te her CurtDnEN. 
their own gratification , Without any re- 
gard to the neceſſities of their neighbour. 


The one throws his money away, and the 
other locks it up; but miſery receives no 
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conſolation from either. There is no vir- 


tue, where there is neither diſcretion, nor 
any regard for the public good : whatever 
has nothing better than vanity for its 
principle, is certainly far from nn 
„ of praiſe. 

War indeed would become of us, if 
our ſentiments were wholly under the in- 
fluence of caprice? Nothing but folly and 


ſingularity would be found amon g men; 


and that attention to the public welfare, 


which ought to dire& our ſentiments and 
conduct, would infenfibly come to nought. 
It is the law of prudence and of reaſon, 


which determines the uſe we ought to 


make of our talents and abilities; and it 
is only in following this law, that we ad- 
vance towards perfection, and do honour 


to humanity. RNiches 
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Ricxes are either an honour, or a diſ- 


, grace, to thoſe who poſſeſs them; it is a 
real misfortune to be rich, when we know 


not how to uſe our riches. 1 had infi- 
nitely rather leave you in a ſtate of indi- 
gence, than know, that you were either 
covetous or extravagant. Avarice rer ders 
us the objects of public indignation; pro- 
digality carries us headlong into a thou- 
ſand difficulties. It is generoſity alone, 
which obſerves the happy medium betwixt 
both; which renders us worthy partakers 
of earthly and heavenly bleſſings; provided 


it is the work of the heart, and net he 
| effect of humour or oftentation. 5 


Waar delight does it afford one, to ſee 


a generous nobleman, who, giving every | 


thing to beneficence, and nothing to vanity, 
finds reſources in frugality, for the ſupply 


of the neceſſities of his friend, the afliſt- 


ance of an indigent widow, or the conſo- 
lation of the unfortunate! Such a fight as 
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this addreſſes itſelf to the heart; and, BTR Com; nate” 
a power ten thouſand times more affecting — 


than any theatrical repreſentation, awakens: 
all the ſenſibility of the ſoul, and raiſes it 
above humanity itſelf,-; ; 5 a 
 Exn181T to the world, my dear chil- 
dren, ſuch a character as this; conſecrate 
a part of your income to the. benefit of 
your diſtreſſed fellow-creatures. Let yaur 
liberality extend itſelf, wherever the mi- 
ſeries of others are urgent; adapt your 
bounty to the different degrees of wretch- 
edneſs: and when circumſtances demand 
it, be generous according to the extent of 
your ability, and the exigency of the 
Tua un generoſity eonſiſts in giving with 
propriety: the manner of diſpenſing is 


oftentimes more pleaſing than the gift it- 


ſelf. A man, who gives with an ungra- 
cious air, deſtroys all the merit of his be- 


nefaction: if you would oblige by your. 
gene- 
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Con. IX- generoſity, you muſt ſhew the party 


whom you ſerve, that you think it more 


bleſſed to give than to receive. A liberal 


man ſets a greater value on gold, chiefly 
becauſe it enables him to relieve the ne- 
ceffitous. 

T have often ſeen your father give large 
ſums of money to the truly diſtreſt; and 
perceived that he was more delighted with 
ſuch an act, than he could have been 


by any favour conferred upon himſelf. 
_ He felt, in his heart, that there is no ſa- 


tisfaction equal to the pleaſure of obliging 
others. Oh! if he were now inſtructing 
you in my ſtead, with what earneſtneſs of 
affection would he encourage you to adopt 
his ſentiments, and imitate his practice! 


Ho often hath the generous tear of pity 


fallen from his eyes, at the ſight of a mi- 
ſerable object! Many a time has he led 
me to the habitations of the wretched, to 


08 me a proper regard for the poor, 


and 
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and to excite my deſire to comfort them. Con. IX. 
He ſought the company of ſach as needed ——"V 


relief; he converſed freely with them as 


with brethren: he became a party in 
their ſufferings by a friendly ſympathy, 
and filled their hearts with conſolation 
and joy. Wo; 

So bright an example muſt needs en- 


gage your reverence and imitation. You 


are under the ſtrongeſt obligations to ſhew 
thoſe perſons, who have experienced the 
goodneſs of your father, that his virtues 


have deſcended to you, and that you are. 
not degenerate: otherwiſe, you will only 


be deſpiſed, and will be conſidered as un- 
worthy of that inheritance which! he has 


left you. | 
You live in an age, wheel luxury - 
dries up the ſource of liberality: that we 
may give full ſcope to our vanity, we 
have nothing left for the relief of miſery. 
We do not enquire, how much we can 

L | _ 
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ſpare for acts of mercy; but what will 
enable us to gratify our paſſion for the 
moſt expenſive pleaſures ? As for genero- 
fity, it paſſes with ſome for a romantic 
virtue: and yet I will venture to affure 
you, that it 1s as eſſential to a man of 
quality, as courage; and that it even 


makes a part of honeſty itſelf. 


You will never be truly great, but ſo 
long as greatneſs 1s the principle of your 
actions. Every thing is little in a noble- 


man, who is not generous : his ideas are 


little, his ſentiments are mean. The ſoul 
grows narrow and confined, when we are 


thinking only of œconomy; we muſt 
know how to ſpend, and how to give. 


GENEROSITY is a virtue, which fore- 


ſees evil, and endeavours to prevent it ; 
which embraces every opportunity of do- 
ing good, and is awakened by the firſt 


complaint of the miſerable. Liſten only 


to her dictates, and you will liberally re- 


compenſe 


to her CHILI DPREN. 
eompenſe thoſe who ſerve you; you will Cox. IX. 
be ready to lend, and will know no greater wv 


ſatisfaction, than when you are relieving 
your neighbour. It is ſhocking to ſee 
men prefer ſo worthleſs a poſſeſſion as mo- 
| ney before the life of their brother; or to 
ſee them make uſe of their riches only to 
feed their vanity and pride. I had rather 
your houſe were without furniture, and 
your wardrobe without cloaths, than that 
you ſhould be inſenſible of the miſeries of 


the poor. But generofity, which runs not 


to ſuch exceſs, and is duly mindful of 
meaſure and proportion, will ſuggeſt to 


you the means of reconciling what you owe 


to your rank, with what you owe to your 
neighbour ;z it will give order to your do- 
meſtic affairs, and an air of greatneſs to all 
your actions: ſo as to enable you to be 
economical, and yet magnificent on pro- 
per occaſions; 
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ABR1DGE yourſelves as much as poſſible 
of thoſe ſuperfluities, which the world eſ- 
teems faſhionable : to be the ſlave of vanity 
and folly argues a weak and pufillanimous 
ſpirit. A ſoldier is not allowed to be ſub- 
ject to thoſe trifles, which engroſs the at- 
tention of a Petit Maitre: nothing is more 
incompatible with the indulgencies of lux- 


ury and pride than a military life; nor 


does any thing better ſupport the dignity 
of that character, than a noble, unaffected 
external appearance. We often have re- 
courſe to the world; only becauſe we eſ- 
teem what is faſhionable and ſpecious, in 
preference to what is really meritorious and 
praiſe-worthy. 
THz different maſters, who have hi- 


therto had the care of your education, have 


only taught you to read and ſpeak with 


propriety: they have inſtructed you in the 
elements of ſome of the ſciences; and ena- 


bled you to appear with an air of eaſe and 
| elegance. 


777 ðͤ r 
. ̃ —ꝗIʃ1᷑—— :.. I I OT OR Rach 
* c S r , : 
* 7 3 „ OT OE WT I AC Eat T6 aft n 2 < 
Tee 2 3 8 1 S „ 
f —— 3 3 "2-5 . 3270 On and AOTE 


3 


2 
4 
4 


. 


to her CHILDREN. 


149 


elegance. But my buſineſs is to furniſh Cox. IX. 


your minds with ſuch ſentiments, as may 
render you worthy of the country in which 
you live; the reſt is no more than meer 
varniſh. When your ſouls are filled with 
the love of Gop, your King and your 
Country, and with a true ſenſe of your ſe- 
veral duties, your character will be com- 


pleat, your conduct will be exemplary: 


you will then give every man his due, and 


live in ſuch a manner as to render virtue 


reſpectable. 
TRE generofity which I recommend to 


you, being that virtue which particularly 
belongs to people of quality, is not ſimply 
confined to lending or giving: it extends 
itſelf much farther, rendering the mind 
ſenſible of every thing that is intereſting to 
humanity. What indeed can be more truly 
great, more worthy of your illuſtrious 
birth, than to be touched with the fight 
of the miſeries of others? You will not 

L 3 only 


ſorrows; you will be his protector and 
friend. Your father has often told me, 
| that the great Vendome could have led his 
troops even into the midſt of the ſea; ſo 
warmly were they attached to their Ge- 
neral. They were ready to ſacrifice them- 
ſelves for the ſake of a commander, who 
treated them with humanity; and who 
knew how to be good to his ſoldiers, with- 
1 out being familiar with them. 

Or that multitude of young perſons who 
are ruined by extravagance, none are ca- 
pable either of friendſhip or compaſſion: 
their life, which is a continual ſucceſſion 
of pleaſures, of debts, | and embarraſſ- 
| ments, puts it out of their power to ſerve 

and 
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Cox. 1X. only ſympathize with thoſe who ſuffer ; but ; 

— you will make every one about you happy. N 
| If you have a detachment to command, ; 
= you will render the ſoldier's duty as eaſy [ 
| to him as you can: you will liſten to his f 
* complaints; you will comfort him in his : 
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and oblige others. Their vanity and their Cox, IX. 


paſſions demand all they have; and beſides — 


what tends to the gratification of theſe, no- 


thing more is to be expected. You will ſee 


the world filled with this ſort of people; 
who, being diſtreſſed in the midit of large 


nominal eſtates, enrich only thoſe who 
plunder them, or who lend them money 


at an extravagant intereſt, They infult 


the wretched ; they deſpiſe the common 
people; they make a jeſt of the public 
miſery: and pay attention only to the 
inſtruments of their pleaſures,. and the- 


miniſters of their paſſions. 
'Trxss are the men, with: whom you 


muſt never be connected: the company of 


the wicked is truly peſtilential ; we in-- 
ſenſibly grow familiar with their vices, 
and we ſoon begin to imitate them. En- 
gage virtue to find you true friends, and 


ſhe will procure them for you: There- 


are yet generous minds to be found, whom 
: L. 4. the 
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| Eon. IX. the world has not corrupted; and who, 
; knowing how to diſtinguiſh betwixt the 


demands of faſhion, and thoſe of right 
reaſon, would rather abridge themſelves, 
than leave the wretched without conſola- 
tion and relief. We cannot, certainly, 


aſſiſt all who ſuffer; but a well diſpoſed 


mind makes amends for this inability, by 
thoſe expreſſions of pity and regret, which 


renders its generoſity unqueſtionable. 


IT only remains, that I recommend it 
to you not to imitate the folly of thoſe 
miſtaken devotees, who, to make a greater 
ſhow with their alms, divide into a great 
number of ſmall portions, what 1s ſcarce 
ſufficient to relieve a twentieth part of 
thoſe among whom it is diſtributed. By 
confining your benefactions within a nar- 
rower compaſs, you will be enabled to do 
more real good; you may perhaps ſave 
ſome diſtreſſed families from ruin ; where- 
as alms ſcattered here and there are like 

medi- 


to her CHILDREN. 


heal. 
 Givs the reins to your natural diſpo- 
fition, which has hitherto appeared ex- 
cellent; and in the caſe of generoſity, 
' I know'no better guide. Fear not, that 
you ſhall leſſen your fortune by aſſiſting 
the neceſſitous; we only ruin ourſelves by 
being vicious: Virtue keeps every one 
within proper bounds, wh is attentive 
to her precepts. | 
_ _Wauar I have 3 to do in this 
reſpect, I charge you to ſupply ; filial af- 
fection engages you to do it: and my 
love demands it of you in'the moſt earneſt 
manner, as the means. of enabling me to 
live even after my death. You cannot 
but ſee how nearly it approaches: my 
eyes are already grown dim; my voice is 
| weakened; and nothing remains to me, 
but that ſpirit which a ſenſe of duty in- 
. I will keep it alive as much as 

| poſlible, 


medicines which palliate, but - never Con. IX. 
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Death ſhould leave me time fully to de. 


en from a LADY of Quality 


con. IX, poſſible, even to. my lateſt moment, that 
S may omit nothing which can poſſibly 


improve your underſtanding, or exalt 
your ſentiments. As an equal ſhare of 
attention is due from me to all my chil-. 
dren, I ſhall diſcourſe to-morrow evening 
with your Siſter: ſhe is of an age to un- 
derſtand the language of reaſon; and ſhe. 
is ſo apt to learn, that I have great cauſe- 
to hope my advice will not be thrown 
away upon her. 

IJ am obliged to ſummon wootker all 
the information I have ever received, that 
I may be the better enabled to furniſh you 
all with the means of conduQing your- 
ſelves aright. My heart is conſtantly 
filled with anxiety on your account; it 
urges, it conjures me to unfold to you all 
that it can think of, and all that it de 
ſires to ſecure your happineſs. 

Wnar a comfort will it be ta me, if 


clare- 
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clare my ſentiments to you all! There i is Con, IX. 
a2 wonderful difference betwixt the in- — 
ſtructions which we receive from a maſter, 
and the advice which is delivered by the 
mouth of a mother, whoſe. words are, 
every one of them, expreſſive of the ten · 
dereſt affection. Could you but know, 
what paſſes in my mind every time I ſpeak 
to you !---it appears, as if you actually re- 
fided in my heart; and as tho? my blood, 
which can hardly any longer circulate 
through my veins, ſerved only to be em- 
ployed for your ſupport. | 

No : nothing can equal the tenderneſs 
of ſentiment, which your preſence excites 
in my heart: I have told you ſo a hun- 
dred times; and [I ſhall tell you ſo again 
and again, even to my laſt breath. The 
more ardent our affection is, the more it 
delights to repeat its tenderneſs and tranſ- 
ports. Alas! every thing conſpires to af- 
fect me, whenever I behold you: I ſee 

| | your 
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Con. IX. your father in every line and feature: 
” when you ſpeak, it is his voice I hear. 
In ſhort, I ſee my own heart repreſented 
in yours; and this aſſures me, that when 
I ſhall ceaſe to live, I ſhall be renewed in 
you : ah! diſmal moment of NICs | 
both to you and me. 
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On FemaLs Conpuer. 


3 HAVE long wiſhed, my dear Daugh- Cox. X. 
— 


, for this opportunity of freely con- 
en with you on ſubjects of the utmoſt 
conſequence to you. Your youth, the 
world into which you are going, the ſnares 
which it lays, and the few days which I 
have yet to live, all induce me to open my 
heart to you, and to give you ſome in- 
ſtructions relative to your dangerous or 
tion. 

Ix you could poſibly entertain a N 
of my affection, the effort I am now mak- 


ing, when my ſoul is bowed down with 


fickneſs and ſorrow, and ſees nothing be- 
fore it but the horrors of the grave, muſt 


needs convince you how earneſtly I wiſh to 
fecure 
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Con. x. ſecure your happineſs. My wiſhes will 
Cx never be realized, but while you are care- 
ful to lay down proper rules for your con- 
duct, and ſuffer nothing afterwards to 
tempt you to break through them. 

Ir you are ſo unhappy as to give yourſelf 
up to the diſtraction of the world, you will 
no longer be able to maintain the dominion 

| over your own heart: you will live an ut- 
1 ter ſtranger to yourſelf; and there will not 
| be a fingle day, which you will know ho) 
to diſpoſe of in a proper manner. The 

We | world is never to be ſatisfied; the more we 
. beſtow upon 5 the more unreaſonable are 
its demands. | 
| You ſex requires the utmoſt circum- 
Fpeftion; what among mer is reputed a 
; vemal fault, is an abſolute crime with us. 
There are a thouſand thin gs faid and done 
in their company, which a woman ought 
neither to hear nor ſee, I would wiſh that 
A e g woman ſhould be filent and modeſt ; 

| and 
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and the world, ASaaced. 06 iths, W Con Xs 
the ſame. Its judgment of us is very ſe. Gn 


vere; and it often A chaooRarior 
Life. 3 11 
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others, you will run into a ridiculous af- 
ſectation: you muſt make yourſelf agree: 
able to every one you converſe with, with 
out letting them ſee that yon are thinking 
about it. Nothing pleaſes which is not 
natural. A woman, who ſets herfelf to 
draw the attention and admiration of all 
upon her, will ſoon become an arrant co- 
.quette, if ſhe is not one already. _ 
IT is only a natural and virtuous beha« 
viour, which will ſecure to you eſteem and 
approbation: if this ſhould not ſucceed, ſo 
much the worſe for thoſe you meet with. 
Whatever happens, this truth is indiſ- 
putable; that one of the brighteſt orna- 
ments of the ſex is modeſty : and that a 
young lady can never appear to greater ad- 
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Apvice from a Lady of QuaLiTy., 


Cox. X. vantage, than when ſhe is utterly diveſted 
9 of affectation in her behaviour. 


Do not confound the ideas of modeſty 
und timidity: the one pleaſes, the other 
diſtreſſes; we cannot avoid being hurt, 
when we ſee a young perſon confuſed and 
diſconcerted. There is ſuch a thing as an 
ingenuous confidence, which ſhould make 
you not unwilling to ſpeak, when the 
ſubje& requires it; and to fing or dance, 
when a proper opportunity preſents itſelf. 
If you are not vain, you a not be timo- | 
rous to a fault. 

I ſhall be very ſorry for you, if ever va- 
nity takes poſſeſſion of your heart; for 
then, inſtead of being agreeable and com- 
municative, you will be always unhappy 
in yourſelf, and your boldneſs will only 
ſerve to make you ridiculous to others. A 


diſdainful carriage is that of a perſon of 
mean talents, and a bad heart; people of 


quality are leſs apt to aſſume it, than thoſe 
1 of 
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do they take in letting us down. 
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of an inferior rank. We ſeldom endeavour Con. X. 


to ſet ourſelves off by pride, but when we 


have no other means of diſtinguiſhing our- 


ſelves; this is a ridiculous affectation, 


which the world always laughs at, but ne- 


ver forgives: the more humiliating our 
behaviour is to others, the e 


ArFABILITY will ſapply the want of 


thoſe qualities, which yon do not poſſeſs: | 


it is. the beſt apology that I know for little 
imperfections. Great allowances are al- 


ways made for one, who has no pride or 


pretenſions to ſuperior merit: but ſelf- love 
naturally raiſes in us an oppoſition to ar- 
rogance and preſumption. Many women 
have become the ſubjects of ſatire, only by 


their haughty behaviour. Your figure is 


not without its ſhare of elegance; and the 
handſomer a lady is, the more ready peo- 
ple are to ſuſpect that ſhe is vain. by | 

Tue education I have hitherto given 


M vou 
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have one's brain filled with ſuch ideas as 
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Con. x. you convinces me, that the toilette will not 


engage your chief attention; you ought to 
ſpend as much time at it, as is neceſſary for 
your decent appearance in company. We 
muſt not fy in the face of faſhion, or make 
ourſelves remarkable by our ſingularity: 
but there are certain trifles in dreſs, which 
we ought to deſpiſe. Thoſe, which make 
a woman a :ſlave to her dreſs, are fit only 
for ſuch-weak minds, as the preſent age, 
with all its attachment to levity, hath not 
yet learnt to eſteem. 

Lr your hours be properly e 
and you will find time to worſhip Gon, 
and to purſue ſome uſeful ſtudy. You will 


then have no imaginary complaints; and 
will be an utter ftranger to the miſeries 
0 attendant upon idleneſs: a life well em- 

ployed is always an agreeable life. 


Do not think of amuſing yourſelf by 
reading romances: it is a real malady to 


they 
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thinking, ſpeaking, and acting. 
Your attention ſhould be directed to 
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ridiculous extravagancies, extraordinary 
adventures and marvellous ſentiments: we 
inſenſibly adopt the language of ſelf- im- 
portance and affectation, and ny our- 
ſelves the heroines of romance. 

THE books you read ſhould be as pure as 
your heart, and be reduced within a nar- 
row compaſs. It is a miſtake; to pretend 
that our ſex ought to Rudy. We have no 
offices of truſt to fill, nor any dignities to 


be inveſted with; and therefore we have 


only need to learn what is neceſſary to form 


the mind, and improve the anderffanding: 


Almoſt every learned woman ſhews that 
the ſciences do not belong to us: T have 
ſeldom feen one of them, that was not vain, 
decifive, and affected in her manner of 
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works of ingenuity; and you ſhould learn 
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Cox. X. the beſt methods of regulating a family, 
v Jhenever you ſhall be ſettled in the world. 

You may perhaps be told, that this is not 
a faſhionable mode of education: but 
faſhion muſt not- be allowed to ſuperſede 
duty. A woman, whoſe life is a perpetual 
round of trifles, is only fit to be made the 
ſubject of a comedy. 
ES DE perſuades perſons of a certain 
rank, that they live only to enjoy them- 
ſelves. How ſhould I be grieved, if you 
entertained ſuch ſentiments as theſe ! Plea- 
ſure ought only to be confidered as a re- 
laxation from fatigue; and muſt always be 
regulated and approved by virtue. Obſerve 
this rule, and you will ſee what ſentiments 
we ought-to entertain of the generality of 
public diverſions. I have ſo good an opi- 
nion of your underſtanding, .2s to think 
you would one day deſpiſe me, if I re- 
commended them to you, as the means of 
Siving you any ſolid ſatisſaction. If ane 
Annocent 
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gerous; beſides this, libertines ſpeak 


highly enough of them, to make us ſaſpet—o 


that they are rather of nnen * 


uſeful tendency. 


As to cards, played ae for WY 
ment, and under the reſtrictions formerly 
mentioned, I ſee not why you ſhould to- 
rally reje& them. They rain no one, they 
prevent idle converſation, they promote a 
ſocial intercourſe; and provided you uſe 
them with moderation, this is as allowable - 


as any other relaxation. The ſame may 


be ſaid of muſic; it is with great propriety - 
conſidered as an accompliſhment in a lady: 
and is often found of great uſe in thoſe : 
hours, wherein we wiſh for amuſement. | 

RTUrmBER, my dear child, that an 
Püging behaviour is the very life of ſoci- - 
ety. There is no one who is not pleaſed * 


| with a fihiling countenance.z a want of 


M 3 good 
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Con. X. good humour would render you inſupporta- 

— ble to yourſelf and every one about you. 
A reaſonable ſoul ought always to be under 
the guidance of reaſon; the behaviour of 
a capricious miſtreſs is a great diſcourage- 
ment to her attendants: if you would ſe- 
cure their en ian endeavour to deſer ve 
it. 2 bn 

r . which "daily wel 

will not allow me to hope that Iſhall live to 
ee you ſettled in the world: but ĩt is God's 

will chat it ſhould be ſo; and to his good 
Providence I ſabmit. Yet let me previ- 

_ ouſly obſerve to you, that an amiable and 
obliging wife may almoſt always inſure to 
herſelf a kind and indulgent huſband. Let 

your affection be confined to him, whom 

you have engaged to love ; ſeek only to 
pleaſe him, and peace ſhall dwell, in your 
houſe. If, in ſpite of all your care and 
prudence, things ſhould not always, go 

ſmoothly on; you will onde a; con 
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void of reproach, the greateſt comfort” in con. X. 


the world. n 42 asian S 
 Keey yourſelf an utter 0 to in- 
trigues; when we are faithful in the dif- 


charge of our duty, we have no need to 


have recourſe to artifice and falſehood. 

The conduct of a virtuous woman never 
ſhuns the light: the more her character is 
enquired into, the better ſhe is ſatisfied. 
It is a pitiable fituation to live in a ſtate of 


_ perpetual apprehenſion; and to have no 


better ſecurity againſt public ſhame than 
the prudence or fidelity of à domeſtic,” 
whom one has made a confident: | Nothing 
is ſo dearly purchaſed, as the confidence: 
of low and venal minds: be connected only 
with women of the ſtricteſt virtue; it is 
our acquaintance, which fixes out _ 
tation. 23 | | Js 

Ir you n have! children, * not 
part with them at that time, when the 
light of reaſon begins to dawn in their 
M 4. minds. 
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Con. X. minds. Then it is, that the ſoul is ca- 
— pable of impreſſions, which can never af- 

terwards be effaced ; then it is, that it 

muſt be filled with whatſoever can inſpire, 

it with the love of truth. How very im- 
perfectly do they diſcharge the duty of a 

mother, who only ſee their children, ei- 

ther to admire, or to chide them! Re- 

flect on the conduct of the fowls of the 

air ; always engaged in the care of their 
young, they never leave them till they 

have. taught. them to-fly. Are we leſs; 

wiſe than theſe irrational creatures ? One: 

would think, by. the difference in our 

conduR, that * was infecjor to in- 
ſtinct. | 
Wurx you appear ds . | 

ſed with a love of your duty, you will 

have fewer admirers of your perſon, . than. 

of your virtue. There is nothing more- 
diſguſting than the character of a woman, 
whe liens ve to fulſome compliments ;. 
| = Who. 
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ho only lies in wait for flattery, and: Con. Xx 
— 


whoſe behaviour on obtaining it is truly 
nidiculous.. A well-diſpoſed mind treats. 
every one with proper reſpect; and never 
loſes its dignity, even when it is moſt fa · 


profeſſed wit: he is a critic, who often 
does us great miſchief: if he is not ſati- 
rical, he is at leaſt very forward, and his 
repartees are to be dreaded.. Modeſty is: 
no objection to any perſon ; and few have 
ever yet complained of it. To give your; 
own opinion with diflidence, to hear that 
of others with attention, and candidly. to 


defend your neighbour's reputation where 


it may be defended, is. a my 9 
loved and eſteemed. 


As Bo luxury and Aleneſog theſe 1 May 


which are the ſources of many other vices, 
weaken and deſtroy the powers of the 
mind. Study nothing more than a deli 
PEG Saog 1 


Bz always. upon your guard againſt a: 
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Con. X. cacy of ſentiment and behaviour; ſpeak 
6 without affectation, and write without 
diſguiſe: nothing is ſo pleaſing as the 
truth. The letters of Madame de Sewign?, 
| which you cannot read too often, have 
| never been without admirers, from their 
| being ſo exactly conformable to nature; 
| it is a ſure ſign of our want of wit, when 
ve are always endeavouring to ſhew it. 
Svcn is the advice, my dear dangh- 
| ter, which my own experience and my 
heart ſuggeſt; a knowledge of the world 
will ſupply the reſt: this is a ſcience, 
which never is forgotten, and which pre- 
vents our being deficient i in any neceſſary 
point of behaviour. | 
| © You art doubtleſs . that, in a 
ſeries of inſtruction, which comprehends 
the whole life, I ſhould have ſaid nothing 
on the ſubject of Religion. But you will 
ceaſe to wonder, when I tell you, that T 
reſerve a ſubject, ſo intereſting to your: 
brothers 


his memory. 
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brothers and yourſelf, for another con- con. X. 


ference, when I have an nnn * 

ſpeaking to you all together. k 
Your father, whom you ſcarce remem- 

ber, charged me to be particularly atten- 


tive to your education. Tho' he is no 


more, he ought to live continually in your 
heart, by a conſtant love of virtue; this 
is the beſt way of recalling him to your 
mind, and of * y_u 3 

Tun hour is at hand, whit you will 
be an orphan; but you will be in the 


hands of Gop ; He is more eſpecially the 


protector of the fatherleſs. In other re- 


fpe&s, you may depend on the goodneſs. 
of your uncle, whoſe ſentiments I well 
know ; he loves you, and he is a man of 


the ſtricteſt integrity. He will confider 


you as his daughter; and will ſettle yon 


in the world, ſo as to make you happy. 
With all my heart I wiſh you. to be ſo; 
| for 


w2 Apvicr from aLavy of Quality | 
Con, X. for it is impoſſible to love you more ten- 
aden than I do. But enough for the 
preſent, my dear child; it is time for 
you to retire; and I am too much agi- 
tated by talking thus tenderly to you. 
Your preſence excites thoſe tears, which 
my. grief will not ſuffer to break forth ;--- 
I feel-myſelf almoſt ſuffocated ;---I would 
wich to recover my ſpirits, but Iam not 
able: -O amiable child !---O 1 

mh afllied 
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CONFERENCE XI. 


On STUDY. 


2 the preſence of your fif- Cox. XI. 
| tenderneſs, as almoſt entirely overcame 
me ; yet I am not willing any longer to 
defer my admonitions on the love which 
you ought to have for Study. I perceive 
that I am baſtening to my end; and I de- 
ing reduced to eternal filence, I may find 
a place in your remembrance. This is 
the portion of a being, who has only a 
| borrowed and moſt precarious life. 
I ſhall not enter into a detail, whack 
ſuppoſes a knowledge of the ſciences, and 
of the learned profeſſors of them. | For 
-beſides that it was always my opinion that 
N | a woman 
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Cox. XI. a woman ought not to ſtudy mathematics, 
1 philoſophy; that round of diſſipation, 
in which I have ſpent ſo great a part of 

my life, has left me little more than com- 
-mon experience, and ſome remembrance 

of what I have heard others mention on 

this head. bp 

I ſhould imagine that you can never do 
better, than devote to literary purſuits the 
moments which are at your own diſpoſal: 

a mind, which we neglect to cultivate, is 
like a body which we do not feed. By 
reading, the faculties are enlarged, the 

memory is ſtrengthened, and the imagi- 
nation is enriched: but the principal 

point 1s, to diſtinguiſh what 1s worth read- 

. Ing, in the midſt of ſo many works,” as 

are continually making their appearance 

in the world; "this choice is a matter of 
real difficulty. | 
M. „ to whoſe. merit you are 
0 Rrangers, and whom I have .conſulted 
TE Ie C1 on 
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on this ſubject, is of opinion, that you Cox. Xl. 


| ſhould immediately have recourſe to ſuch Vn 


writings, as tend to regulate the morals, 
and to form the mind. He adviſes your 
beginning with books of ſuch a nature, 
as will furniſh you with ſound principles 
on the moſt important obligations of life; 
fach as will ſhew you the deluſions of ſen- 
ſual conduct, and the deſtruction 'occa- 
ſioned by the indulgence of our paſſions ; 
ſuch as will elevate your minds, by ma- 
king you acquainted with ON ro I 
yourſelves. | 

WIV you have firſt taken care to fur- 
niſh yourſelves with virtuous ſentiments, 
you will diligently conſult ſuch authors, 
as have written on the ſubje& of your 5 
felon : it being an unpardonable igno- 
rance not to be well acquainted with what- 
ever is the buſineſs of our lives. Your 
uncle, who has been engaged in military 
ſervice all his life, and who has ſtudied 
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Con. XI. all the arts and exerciſes of war, will be 
the beſt director in this reſpect; and will 
furniſh you with the propereſt books on 
the ſubject: apply yourſelves diligently 
to this ſtudy, and you will ſoon reap the 
fruits of it. A ſoldier, who goes on only in 
the beaten track, without making himſelf 
thoroughly acquainted with the nature of 
kis buſineſs, is little better than a piece of 
clock-work ; which muſt be ſet in motion, 
and never deviates from the path aſſigned it. 
 ArFTzx this, you will learn to know 
the world: Bruyenre's characters, and 
RocuxzyroucauiT's maxims, will be 
found uſeful to you; in theſe writers you 
will ſee the portraits of all ſorts of men, 
both in their public and private capacity. 
His roxx is another picture, which you 
ſhould carefully examine: all the opera- 
tions of the heart and mind are there de- 
ſcribed in the moſt intereſting manner, 
| Boss un r's treatiſe on this ſuhject is con · 
1 ſidered as a maſter- piece. Boos 
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be Books of mere amuſement,” which do cox. XI. 
ill not take place till after thoſe: of inſtrue- — 
n tion, are however neceſſary, by way of 5 
ly relaxation, to prevent fatigue. I know 5 


* no romance worth reading except Don 
n Quixote and Telemachus; almoſt all the reſt 
If are either trifling, or miſchievous: fiction 
7 
f 


is ſeldom made uſe of with ſafety; it-ei- 
ther ſerves to embelliſn vice, or to _ 
cule virtue. nat Yi" TO 

IT is very proper, how n ſhould add 
7 the beſt poets poetry elevates: the mind, 
1 warms the imagination, and makes us per- 
- fect im the art of expreſſion 3 but care muſt 
| be taken. to ſtudy the poets with diſere- 
tion. Proſe, being leſs likely to ſeduce 


, the mind, 1s more proper for young per- 
| ſons, who ſuffer themſelves too eaſily to be - 4 


impoſed upon: we can never be too much 
on our guard againſt the glaring appear- 
ance of what is falſely accounted. beauti- 
ful. I have known many people, whoſe 
N __ tale 
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Cox. XI. taſte has been ſpoiled by reading nothing 
but poetry: the rhyme ſeduces, the har- 

mony of numbers bewitches; and what is 
oftentimes only fiction paſſes for truth. + 
Never purchaſe baoks, without con- 
remember that it is not the number, bat 
the choice of books, which really adorns 
and improves the mind. The library of 
a military man is large enough, if it con- 
tains two or three hundred volumes; they 
who have more, either keep them for the 
uſe of others, or to flatter their own va- 
nity. How many noblemen are there, 
who make no more uſe of their library, 
than of their green-houſe ; ſeldom, if 
ever, entering into either! 
I have heard it affirmed by a celebrated 
| writer, that almoſt all modern works are 
only copies ; and that we ought only to 
ſtudy ſuch as are originals. I am ſorry 
this author is now no more; becauſe he 
15 bf would 
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would have given you the beſt informa- Cox. XI. 


tion on this head; but you will eaſily meet 


with other learned perſons, who will be 


ready to direct your ſtudies. If you purfue 
the plan here propoſed, you will divide. 
into four claſſes all 'the books, which you 
have need of; the firſt will include books 
on the ſubje& of religion; the ſecond, 
books of inſtruction in your profeſſion 3 
the third, thoſe which are proper to in- 
troduce you to natural and moral philoſe- 
phy; and the fourth, books of amuſement 
only. We ſeldom read to advantage, but 
when we purſue ſome method in reading. 

TRERE are other works, which we 
may run through; ſuch as, the daily, and 
periodical publications; which may ſerve 
to give you a ſuperficial knowlege of 
what is paſling in the literary world ; and 


will prevent your being a ſtranger to what 
is talked of in company on theſe ſubjects. 


But always ſhew wiſdom and diſcretion 
N 2 . 
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Cox. XI. enough, not to confound: this kind of 


writing with thoſe numerous publications, 
which good ſenſe and religion . 


diſclaim. 


{IMPROPER reading i is the ruin of young 
a forbidden books ought to be con- 
fidered in the light of evil company. Nei- 
ther the ſtyle of a work, nor the name of 
an author, can excuſe your reading either 


what is ſatirical or impure; vice is always 


vice, under whatever colours it preſents 
itſelf. There are theatrical performances, 
ſo decent, that. we may venture to go 
through them, and ſo intereſting, that we 
cannot help wiſhing to do it: be prudent 
without affectation, and you will never 
have any vain ſcruples. | 

Taz books, which you have kicherto. 


read, are little more than the elements, 


and as it were. the alphabet of ſcience; 

thoſe which you ſhould hereafter read, 

ought to contain the knowlege of things, 
' 

and 
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and ann reaſoning upon them. There Con. XI. 
are different kinds of ſtudy appropriated — 


to all ages and ſtations. The mind of an 
ecclefiaſtic demands a very different ſort 


of cultivation from * of a man of the 5 


world. | 
Tus generality of mankind are ade 
fied with being able to write and to ſpeak 
well; but this is not ſufficient for perſons 
in yourffituation. Your country requires 
that as ſoldiers you ſhould be well in- 
ſtructed, ſo as to be able to give a ſatis- 
factory reaſon for whatever you do: you 
will moreover find in ſtudy the happy ſe- 
cret of not being burthenſome to any one; 
and will have a perpetual ſource of enter- 
tainment in yourſelves. 
WIL choſen books are our beſt friends; 
we find them always ready when we want 
them ; and, when judiciouſly choſen, they 
always ſpeak the truth to us. It is a 
great happineſs to be able ſometimes to 
—— 5 endure 


182 


Apvice ron a LADY of Quality 


enn. XI. endure ſolitude: we muſt learn how to 


| — withdraw ourſelves from the converſe of 


men, as well as how to bear it. We muſt 
lay in a ſtore of knowlege againſt ap- 
preaching old age: by reading, we en- 
large the ſphere of our underſtanding; 
and we afterwards feel much greater plea- 
ſure in the midft of ſociety. All theſe 
advantages will attend you, if you love 
ſtudy, and * your nn ſt 
culties. | 

Your A Zo I would to- Gop, 
he were now ſupplying my place on this 
important ſubject —-your v9 gpl las often 
told me, that in great towns a love of 
ſtudy preſerved: him from a thouſand dan- 
gers, and that in little villages it ferved 
him inſtead of company. Be poſſeſſed of 
this reſource; for knowlege is a treaſure- 
which no thief can ſteal: yet do not ſeek 
this treaſure at the e eee 
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the ſpirits, arid fatigues the mind. 
TEE heed alſo, that Tearning does not 
make you poſitive or pedantic; the more 
men really know, the leſs they affect to 
ſhew it. We make every man our enemy, 
whom we humiliate by am affected fupe- 
riority: but he, who regards his own in- 
tereſt, feeks to make kimfelf friends. If 
ir be true that ignorance is defpiſed, it is 
not leſs true that preſumptuous knowlege 
is generally hated: an oſtentatious Try 
of learning never ſucceeds. - 
Lou muft not expect to bad ſtudy al- 
ways agreeable: like the roſe, it has 
beaaties, but is not without its thorns. 
The beginning of every ſcience, as M. de 
Fontexelk obſerves, is difficult; and no- 
thing but aMduity and labour will enable 
you to taſte the pleaſures of it. I ſhouldre- 
comment it to you to devote three hours 
af r in every day, to ſtudy : two in 
NN 4 1 


Init application” to ſtudy exliatifts Cam. X 
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Cox. XI. the morning, and one in the evening. 
Vou are never to forget that you owe 
ſomething to your rank in life, as well as 
to ſociety ; and that it is with the foul, 
as it is with the body; exceſſive hunger 
and repletion are both injurious to it; by 
the one it is famiſhed, by the other it is 
overloaded. | 
- THEREiIs another i inconvenience, in an 
indifcrons love of ſtudy, that it makes us 
too cold, and philoſophical; it makes 
men behave! in company with an air of too 
much gravity, | and. abſence ; 3 and gives 
them the appearance of old men at the age 
of thirty. Accuſtom yourſelves to leave 

your books, as we leave the company of 
our friends; ſeem to forget them, till you 
take them up again. The world, perhaps, 
is very little intereſted in what you read; 
ſo that probably what nearly affected you 

might to them be perfectly indifferent: 
every one has his own particular manner 
kd of 


N 
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of conſidering things. Our converſation Cox. XI. 


with the dead demands recolle&ion, and 
application ; ; but that which we hold with 
the living ſhould be full of eaſe, and 
ſprightlineſs. | 

Ir you are really fond of lay, you will 


| every where find an opportunity of gratify- 
ing your taſte: the very graſs on which you 
tread, and the inſect which is apparently 


deſpicable will ſerve to diſplay the wonders 
of divine wiſdom. Accuſtom yourſelyes 


always to travel with a common place- | 


book; landſcape, a monument, a ruin, 
every thing of this ſort, finds a place i in 
the journal of a perſon of reflection. 6 p 

Tun knowlege of cuſtoms and manners 
is another ſcience, which deſerves your at. 


tention. 1 Vou will doubtleſs have oppor- 


tunities, in the courſe of your profeſſion, 


of ſeeing the different nations which ſur- 


round us: war lays open every country to 
the obſervation of the ſoldier. You will 


then 
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Con. XT. then be able yourſelves to mark the dif- 

Ed ference betwirt a Spaniard and a French- 

man, an Italian and an Engliſhman. | But 

i remember at the ſame time, that in this 

li variety there is ſomething not unlike the 

parterres of a garden; in which each flow- | 

er has its merit and perfeckion: it is a great 

error, to expect that all the world mould 
be juſt ſuck as ourſelves. - 

I have nothing more to ſay on this ſub- 
jet: my knowlege of it is very confined, 
and my ſtrength too much exhauſted to be 

44. to prolong this conference. You live 
in an age in which you will, not want for 
directors, if you know how to chuſe them : 
as for me, my chief ſtudy, at preſent, i is 
the contemplation of death.. I perceive 

nothing but ſhades of darkneſs, which ſur- 
round me on every fide. My tender regard 
for you indeed ſerves from time to time to 
diſperſe them; and opens to my view a 
gleam of light, by tlie help of wien F be- 
5 0 hold 
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hold you, as the delight of my ſoul, and Con. XL. 


the very joy of my heart. Nothing moves 
me, where you are not concerned; but 1 
am immediately rouzed, when your wel- 
fare is in queſtion, and I. at once forget all 
my pains and infirmities. . RS : 

Ir my attachment is too frong, Goo, 
I hope, will pardon. it : for he ſees the very 
bottom of my heart, that it has at preſent 
only one deſire, viz: that you may be truly 
virtuous. , I will not ſay, I would facri- 
fige my life, to obtain this bleſſing; for 
alas! what would that be worth, at the 
hands of one, who has only a few wretched 
hours, or perhaps minutes to live? But 
this is moſt certain, that I never yet de- 
fired any thing more earneſtly, than I now 
wiſh for your happineſs both in this world 
and the next. 

Lhumbly hope, that Gop will open the 
kingdom of Heaven to receive me; and I 
1 I ſhall hereafter fee you with me 
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Con. XI. there. The ſhort enjoyment, I have had 
— of you upon earth, is not ſufficient to ſa- 
tisfy my affection for you; I perceive it 
is vet too much alive to die with me. 

Aras! how much do we ſuffer, when 
the heart is ſo full of ſenſibility as mine is! 
But I muſt even diveſt myſelf of nature, if 
T would get rid of my ſentiments of love. 
and tenderneſs for my children. 
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CONFERENCE XII. 5 8 


Os the Crzxregr u,. ; 


being any more able to diſcourſe with her 
family : but it pleaſed Go, that the 
ſymptoms abated, and her ſtrength re- 
turned for a little while. Ever filled with 
the tendereſt concern. for her children, 
ſhe embraced this opportunity. of calling 
her ſon the Abbé, and thus AT 
him — 1 wrench 

Yov, my ſon, have 5 Sen of a 


ſtate of life very different from that of 


your brothers; the advice, therefore, 
which I would wiſh to give you, ought to 
be perſonally directed to yourſelf. My 


great comfort, with reſpe& to the profeſ- 


fon © 


\HE 3 of this onplacs mectten Con. XII. 
increaſing, they. deſpaired - of -her . 
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| Con. XII. hon you have engaged in, wt thas I have 
| rages me to hope, that Goo will bleſs 
you in it. You have more need, than 
any other, of the gifts of heaven; be- 
cauſe you have more duties to diſcharge : 
nod inſtance of miſconduct in an eccleſiaſtic 
A trifling or inconſiderable. | 
I am but little acquainted with divi- 
nity, or with the books which you ought 
to ſtudy: but 1 know that your life ought 
to be a life of application; and that if 
idleneſs is a fault in others 1 in one of your 


8 profeſſion it is a crime. 
I know alſo that the beads, = which 


Gould engage your principal attention, 
are not merely books of amuſement; but 


thoſe which treat of chriſtian perfection, 
and the means which lead us to it. 
For how will you be able to direct 
others, if you have not yourſelf learnt the 
* 1 


BE 
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Bz careful not to be occupied too much Cox. XII. 
ih ſecular affairs: thoſe ecclefiatties, s 


who haue been ſo engaged, have never 
yet found it the way to procure eſteem. 
ſalted ; but they are not really reſpeQed: 


an ana to renounce ao! world 


cerns of it, is to aſſume - whats 


_ ridiculous: the life of an eceleſiaſtie, im- 


merſed in worldly concerns, * en 
N itſelf. 

I ſay nothing to you of your dle 
The moſt unſullied virtue is ſo eſſential to 
your profeſſion, that he who is deſtitute 
of it is an object of deteſtation in the fight 


of God and man: in ſpite of the cor- 


ruption of the age, a vicious prieſt is inſup- 
portable. Even the libertine is ſhocked, 
when he hears of the miſconduct of a per- 

2 ſon, 
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Con. XII. fon, inveſted with your ſacred character; 
xy Qumen expect, that they, who are required 


to ſet an example to others, ſhould: them- 
ſelves be really exemplary. | | 
War can be more offenſive, ' than 22 
ſight of a clerical perir-maitre, whoſe whole 
life is ſpent in ridiculous trifles ? There is 
a certain decorum, which you cannot too 
ſcrupulouſly obſerve. I never ſaw an c- 
cleſiaſtic, who affected to be a man of the 
world, that did not make himſelf con- 
temptible: the company generally amuſe 
themſelves with ſuch an one, as a banble 
or a toy. 
Ix you would wiſh to be 3 your 
e appearance muſt not contradict 
the nature of your profeſſion. Let all your 
purpoſes be honourable and prudent, and 
all your words be the interpreters of your 
mind: it is a certain indication of a depra- 
vity of heart, when we are not FOOT 
in our converſation. . Nan 
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rity; your ſituation is too confiderable to 


you really are, and every one will reſpect 


vou; affected manners ſuppoſe weaknefs 
or duplicity. 

As for public diverſions, ie them 
as prohibited to perſons of your profeſſion: 
an eccleſiaſtie is to be pitied, who. cannot 
find ſufficient employment and ſatisfaction 
in the duties of his function. I do not 
mean to exclude innocent domeſtic amuſe- 


ments among your friends, but an immo⸗ 
derate attendance on places of public re- 
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have a part to act. Appear to be ſuch as 


ſort; and above all things, what is called 


play in public, I look upon as criminal in 


a clergyman: one half of the company 


ridicules, while the other is offended at 


ſuch behaviour; and all agree, that it 
tends to the injury and diſcredit of l 


gion. 
Ix your apparel, be neither careleſs nor 


O | finical : 
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Con. XII. finical: a graceful ſimplicity ſhould diſtin- 


guiſh a perſon, whoſe duty it is to recom- 
mend .moderation to others. He, who 
endeayours to ſet himſelf off by an undue 
conformity to the world in his drefs or 
manners, appears to be aſhamed of his 
profeſſion : he is a kind of amphibious 
creature, who being neither fit for the 
church, nor for the world, has ſomething 
monſtrous in his appearance. We are not 
fond of inconſiſtencies, either in men's 
outward behaviour, or in their minds: he, 


who is not conſiſtent in his conduct, is 


like an actor on the ſtage. | 

Tu faſhions of the world are not Fa 
ſigned to be adopted by prieſts or magiſ- 
trates; the gravity of their character muſt 


be ſhewn in their manners, and in their 


dreſs. Impertinence is deſpicable in any 
one; in perſons conſecrated to the prieſt- 
hood it is odious. What muſt one think 


of a clergyman running from morning till 


ä | night, 


left blemiſh deſtroys its beauty. 


. fo ber CRII DEE W. 


nights: from one ſcene of pleaſure to ano- Conc XII. 3 
ther? The world 5 8 at him, high * —— 


weeps for him. [+ 

I need not ſay, that Ibn 99508 A 0 
circumſ pect in every thing which concerns 
the ordinances of religion; one doctrine of, 
which, you welt know; . cannot. be at- 
tacked, without materially injur ing the 
wretch enough to treat them with con- 
tempt, muſt be conſidered as one that 
holds himſelf up to n ang Juſt re- 
proach. : 62 Tovro mois ane M Tot ein 
hen it as your 8 frequent 
the ſociety of the moſt learned and virtuous 
men: their converſation reflects light opon 
us; and we inſenſibly copy: after their 
manners. Be cautious in your behaviour. 


to the female ſex, avoiding all offenſive le- 


vity: it fares with the reputation of an, 
ecclefiaſtic, as with a mirrour; the mal. 
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| Cox. XII. EE your library conſfiſbof the moſt ce- 
| Val lebrated: books, and delight in reading 


them: an ignorant clergyman is a man, 
who makes ſport for the public; one who 
diſhonours Tn” and WE all men 
deſpiſG. 

RAT RHER be afraid, than Wande of 
heaping up beneflees and dignities; at 
leaſt never try to obtain them by adulation 
or intrigue. He, who purchaſes by mean 
compliances the higheſt preferments in the 
chureh, loſes oftentimes his honour, if not 
His ſoul. Merit alone ought to recom- 
mend an eccleſiaſtic, who knows what his 
- profeſſion demands of him, and is — 
to conform himſelf to the duties of it. 

Bx always ready to open your heart and 
your purſe to the truly wretched: and eſ- 
pecially, if you are largely provided for, 

conſider your riches as intended princi- 
pally for their benefit. There is nothing 

ſo oypoſice to the tenor of the goſpel, as a 
covetous 
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covetous or ambitious prieſt. Your own Cox. Xt. 


patrimony will be ſufficient for you, ir 


you are not addicted to luxury and exceſs; 


it is this, which almoſt always reduces 


men to poverty. 


Arm at ſimplicity in your furniture and 
in every thing that is external: let your 
virtues be your principal ornament, and 


be indifferent about the reſt. 


Lzr not pride ever take poſſeſſion of 


your heart; it is the characteriſtic of a weak 


mind, and the ſureſt way to become hate- 


ful to others. There is no one, who is 
not charmed with condeſcenſion and ſweet- 
neſs of behaviour: but if this were not 


the caſe, how is it poſſible to reconcile a 


haughty diſpoſition er the N 
the goſpel? 


Sucn, my dear fon, are the inſtructi- 


ons, which 1 thought it my duty to give 
you; every one of them is dictated by love, 
and an earneſt defire of promoting you! 


— 


O 3 happineſs - 
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Con. XII. happineſs. The ſeminary, in which you 
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have been educated, muſt needs have in- 
ſpired you with a love of ſtudy, and a ve- 
neration for religion. Never forget the 
principles there imbibed ; and often re- 
flect, that a perſon of your character ought 


8 only to appear in the world, for the ſake of 


improving it. His faults are by no means 
confined to himſelf; they furniſh all who 
ſee them with a pretence for ſtrengthening. 
themſelves in their wickedneſs, and Rr 
fiſting in it, | FRE 

Vo muſt remember, that the condu& 
of your brothers ought not to be a matter 
of indifference to you : your profeſſion en- 
gages you to point out to them their duty, 


and to remonſtrate, if you find them neg- 


ligent of it. But, to give weight to your 
admonitions, you muſt ſet them a good 
example; and you muſt adminiſter re- 
proof with tenderneſs and diſcretion : re- 
FPrebenfion i is always ill received, if the ſe. 


we verĩty 
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verity of it is not wiſely tempered with ex- Con. XI. 

preſſions of affection and humilit xy. . 
Your father, who was always intent 

on the welfare of his children, would have 

taken every method of enabling you to do 

the higheſt honour to that profeſſion, which 

you have choſen. May Gop, who has 

taken him from us, be himſelf your con- | 

ductor and guide! Cleave ſteadfaſtly to 0 

uu, in the faithful ſervice of whom con- 

ſiſts all our glory and our happineſs. 


„ C ON. 


200 Apvice froma LADY of Quality 


CONFERENCE XIII. 


= Cox.x111. PRIDE, my dear children, being fre- 
j — quently connected with an exalted 
| ſituation in life; I think it my duty to ſet 
before you the danger of it. Be aſſured 
EY it is this, which hath carried every ſpe- 
| cies of luxury to its preſent height; and 
hath made that the idol of almoſt every 
rank. We impoveriſh ourſelves, merely 
for the ſake of outward ſnew; and every 
poſſible ſhift is made to cat a figure in the 

world. 

We are anxious to conceal our common 
original; and that common deſtiny, which 
puts us all upon a level. We endeavour, 
if poſſible, to perſuade ourſelves, that a 
rich man is quite a different creature from 
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the reſt of mankind ; and there is no fach Con. XIII. 
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thing as real greatneſs in the world, in- — 


ſeparable from riches and honours. 
Tux effect of ſuch a perſuaſion is, that 
virtue has no charms to engage our affec- 


tions; it is a ſhade which we avoid, that 
we may baſk in the ſunſhine of fortune, 
whom with idolatrous veneration we adore... 


W have ſeen the luxury and pride, 


which abound at this time in our cities, 


begin and increaſe in ſuch. a manner, as 


to ruin the moſt- opulent families : we 
have ſeen that ſimplicity exploded, which. 
diſtinguiſhed our anceſtors, and rendered 
their manners ſo amiable and reſpectable. 
Their deſcendants very ſoon began to be 
aſhamed of their plain attire, their hum- 
ble accommodations, their- venerable por- 
traits; nothing was any where to- be ſeen 
but a profuſion of expence, in building 
magnificent houſes, in purchaſing the 
richeſt.dreſſes, . and having the moſt coltly: 


furniture, „ 
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Con, XIII. WHAT: extravagance do you not ſee, in 
ö this reſpect? I am ſure it often aſtoniſhes 


——— 


you ; and you are thoroughly ſenſible of 
the folly of it ; and cannot but perceive, 
how greatly our morals ſuffer by it, and 
how bitterly virtue laments the effeQs 
of - it. 
WHEN we grow familiar with vanity, 
and make it the obje& of our love and 
purſuit, the ſoul is regarded as a thing 
of nought, and the body is in a manner 
idolized : We torment and even ruin our- 
ſelves, only for the ſake of this; and 
think of nothing but dazzling our eyes 
with ornaments, gratifying our ears with 
concerts, and our taſte with all kinds of 
meat, however luxurious and expenſive. 
| Ir is pride, which produces effeminacy, 
and which prevents our ever reſting but 
on beds of down: it is continually in- 
venting new pleaſures ; it enervates the 
mind; and renders even jon ſtouteſt men, 


W „ <2 „ K W © 


by 


8 w. 


. 


ta her Cn DEN. 


little ſuperior to women both in their Con. xn. 


dreſs, and in their general turn of life. | 
ol my children, place this picture of- 
ten before your eyes; and let it prevent 
your giving yourſelf up to pernicious 
luxury : my former propenſity to this 
fooliſh vanity. is the cauſe, why I am not 
better able to ſpeak to you on the ſubject; 
but it has alſo enabled. me thoroughly to 
diſcover its emptineſs and folly. My own 
reflections convince me, that we forget we 
are rational, or even human, creatures; 
and fancy that our wealth, is given us only, 
to procure whatever tends to the gratifica- 
tion of our paſſions. Luxury is an abyſs, 
which ſwallows up the greateſt eſtates, and 
which we are ſeldom able to fathom: the 
faſhions which. it ſtudies, and the trifles 
which engage its attention, | are ſo many 
occaſions of our ruin. 

Be truly great, and you will never * 
vain: you =_ N . there i is a cer- 


Fa 
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Cox, XITI- tain propriety to be found between the two 
NV extremes of avarice and prodigality ; and 

it is this, which ought to regulate your 

table, your dreſs, and your equipage. You 

will know that pride, in making us vain, 

renders us ridiculous; and that when this 


prevails, we ſee young men effeminately 


devoting themſelves to the toilette, and 
paſſing half their time under the hands of 
the hair-dreſſer. You will find them as 
ſeriouſly engaged in determining the co- 
lour of their cloaths, the ſize and ſhape of 
a ſhoe buckle, and other ſuch trifles, as 
if they were matters of the moſt ſerious 
importance. „ 

Ir you give yourſelves up to pride, you 
will be flayes to theſe idle vanities; and 
you will thereby weaken the force of that 


manly virtue, which you naturally inherit 


from your worthy father. 
Bes1Dss this, you will have every kind 


of whim: and caprice to gratify; you will 


find 
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find numbers ready toſupply your demands, Con. XIII. 
by advancing you ſums of money. You; — —_— 


will be told, that to be in debt is no re- 
quality; and you will be encouged 4 
Every day furniſnes us with examples, 
which confirm this truth.” ' How many 
perſons of immenſe eſtates outlive their in- 
come; and ſind themſelves ſurrounded by 
domeſtics, whom they cannot pay; by 
creditors, who are frequently worrying 
them: filled with remorſe, which per. 
petually torments them; and reduced at. 
length to a ſtate of extreme eee $1 
neceſſity! | 4 
Sucn: are the effects nit it carries 
us headlong into every kind of extrava- 
gance: and preſents: to our view a houſe, 
the furniture of which is not yet paid fer, 
the domeſtics full of diſcontent; and the 
-maſter of the family himſelf at his wit's 
end, 


F 


206. 


which an unreaſonable Un for luxury. 
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Con. XIII. end, being no longer able to * creditors 
—_— totruſt him. : | 
: Tarese, my dear children, hob are 


the miſeries which you muſt expect to ſuf- 


fer, if you give way to the ſuggeſtions of 

pride. Bat even ſuppoſing it did not 
carry you to this extremity of diſtreſs, I 

need not ſay more to diſſuade you from it, 

than that it will tend to rob you of your 

virtue; make you regardleſs of the mi- 
ſeries of your neighbour, and fond of all 

thoſe effeminate indulgences, and that ri- 
diculous parade, which the world nnn 
rages, and ſo paſſionately admires. 


I ſhould not do juſtice to your father; if 
I did not obſerve to you, that he was ge- 
nerous and even magnificent according to 
his cireumſtances; yet a noble ſimplicity, 


and a prudent ceconomy peculiarly diſtin- 
guiſhed his character. His uncorrupted 


manners rejected all thoſe expenſive trifles, 


has 
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has rendered faſhionable: the love of his Con. XIII. 
country ſo engroſſed his affections, as to 2 
leave no room for vanity in his heart. 
Every wiſe and virtuous perſon conſi. 
ders luxury as the ſource of all kinds of 
iniquity: he knows, it is in the ſchool We 
pride that we learn to deſpiſe the poor, to 
harden our hearts, and to ſeek after every 
refinement of pleaſure. We cannot bear 
the ſight of an object that is diſagreeable 
10 behold; we cannot breathe but among 
perfumes ; we cannot exiſt, but in the 
midſt of ſoftneſs and pleaſure. 1 
I is a great misfortune not to be able 
to diſtinguiſh betwixt the ſaperfluities and' 
the neceſſaries of life; our paſſions are ſo 
many tyrants, which allow us no reſt till 
we have found the means of ſatisfying 
their demands. Hence we ſee, that thoſe 
among the great, who liſten to the dictates 
of pride, are really in a ſtate of ſlavery : 
they are abſolutely dependent on faſhion, 
ts in 
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con. XIII. in the moſt trifling circumſtance of their 
** If any article is defective in the 
midſt of all their ſplendour, they are diſ- 
tracted; they loſe all patience; they ap- 
pear to be ſo entirely taken up with exter- 
nal ornaments, with finery and parade, 
that they ſeem to live for no other pur- 
poſe than n a reſtleſs appetite for 
'trifles. 


Warn we viſit 3 of this turn of 


mind; we do them the honour to ber utterly 
_ "regardleſs of themſelves, that we may give 

our whole attention to their furniture. 

We ſpeak to them only of what is every 
here around them; we attend only to 
that which dazzles our eyes: as if we 
meant to give them to underſtand, that if 
they had nothing to exhibit, more worthy 
of our notice than themſelves, they might 
be contented to live in perpetual ſolitude. 


SURELY, my dear children, there is 


nothing very nn in ſuch empty 


characters 


Freer 
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characters as theſe ; ; yetſuch is the Slory ef. © Con, XIII. 


thoſe who live in ſubjection to luxury and 


pride, that they are not regarded on their 


own account, but merely for the ſake of 
their table, and their ſhow. As a proof of 
which, if they loſe their riches, they in- 
ſtantly ſink into contempt; it is hardly re- 
membered that ſuch perſons ever exiſted. 
How different is the ſtate of thoſe, who 
are really virtuous! whatever misfortunes 
befall them, they ſeldom want a panegyriſt 


or admirer, but are generally regarded and 


eſteemed. Hiſtory furniſhes us with a 
thouſand inſtances of perſons, whole merit, 
without any other ſupport, has been reſ- 
pected even in the loweſt obſcurity: ſuch 
is the power and influence of trut!! 
Wulch of you then, my dear children, 
would not rather embrace a virtuous po- 


verty, than be ſatiated with luxuries, and 


be deſtitute of virtue? I am perſuaded, 
that neither of you would heſitate a 
S 7 moment, 
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Con. XIII. moment, in the determination of yo 
= choice. 


Ir my health would ſuffer me to enter 
more particularly on the ſubje&, I could 
ſhew you other evil effects of pride; and 
particularly, that it attracts to itſelf per- 
ſons of the moſt trifling and inſignificant 
character. Look at the houſe of ſuch a 
one as I have been deſcribing; and you 

will find it filled with thoſe pretty gentle- 
men, whoſe whole life is ſpent in ruining 
their fortune and their conſtitution. You 


will find it to be the rendezvous of gameſ- 
ters; (for gaming is an ny Weed appen- 
dage to perſons of that/ turn of mind, 
which I have been deſcribing :) in ſhort, 
luxury has there diſplayed her utmoſt 
charms, to ruin thoſe very people, who 
are ſtudious to ſupport her N in the 


world. | . 
An elegant ſimplicity will deliver you 
from the Iocuety of men of ſuch licentious 
| conduct, 
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conduct, among whom virtue almoſt al- Cox. XIII. 
— 
ways ſuffers ſhip-wreck. Where pride 

prevails, religion 1s:deſpiſed; an immortal 
ſpirit cannot accommodate herſelf to thoſe 
periſhable objects, which unn to chain 
her down to the earth. | ; 

Do not imagine, that * 1s nn 
taneous in its growth; it has its begin- 
ning, and its progreſs: at firſt, it is no 
more than a defire of having our houſes 
more elegantly furniſhed, or our perſons 
more faſhionably dreſt, than others of our 
rank, The love of faſhion inſenſibly gets 
the aſcendency over us; *till we think no+ 
thing agreeable, in which there is not an 
air of elegance and novelty. Scarce is this 
firſt ſtep taken, but ſimplicity becomes 
inſupportable: we deſpiſe a man, whom 
we ſee indifferently cloathed; and we an- 
nex the idea of ſupreme het to idle and 
fantaſtic pleaſures. | 

We cannot but hold pride in the gel | 


2 con- 


212 
Con. XII. contempt, when we reflect, that every 
one of this diſpoſition enjoys the bleſſings 
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of ſociety, without contributing any thing 
towards its advantage --he deprives the 
community of many uſeful members--- 


does not properly -diſcharge any duty 


whatever---and dies, without leaving any 
memorial, except of the riches which he 
has wantonly conſumed. | Ta 


Luxury engages all the world in her 


ſervice: you would think there would be 
no artificers or manufacturers without her; 
and that the arts, the elements, and the 
ſeaſons, muſt become tributary to her. 
This it is, which overwhelms the luxurious 


man with pride, and makes him believe, | 


that he is lord of the creation. 
J earneftly hope, theſe conſiderations 


will make a due impreſſion on your minds. 


Look on her without prejudice, and you 
will ſee that the pride which is ſo idolized, 


is more tranſient, than the cloud which 
paſſeth 
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paſſeth away; you will ſee, that there is Con. XIII. 
nothing good to be expected from a man — 


enſlaved to vanity, and ſunk into effemi- 
nacy. | 5 

TrarT ſwarm. of petits mäitres, whouk 
every man of ſenſe deſpiſes, owes its ori- 
gin only to pride; which fills them with 
the love of themſelves: and thenceforth a 


new race of beings makes its appearance on 


the ſtage, expoſing their vanity. to. all 
around them; and burthening ſociety with 
all the charges of their exiſtence. | 

Bur there is another dreadful effect os 
pride; which is, that it gives birth to 
thoſe idle and miſchievous books, which 
are continually publiſhing to the world:. 
and which, however harmleſs they may 
be thought, tend to vitiate the taſte, and 


corrupt the morals. How. many young. 


people have been utterly ruined by impro- 
per books! If idleneſs and the love of plea-- 


ſure had not taken poſſeſſion of their 
| 2 hearts; 
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Con. XIII. hearts, they would never have quitted 
—-— that happy ſimplicity of manners, which 

inſpires us with a love of truth, and neben 
us to ſhun evil and purſue good. 

| THere is yet another thing which I 
would wiſh to obſerve; namely, that you 
will inſenſibly loſe your ſtrength of mind, 
whenever you give yourſelves up to the 
influence of pride: and what a ridiculous 
character is a ſoldier, diffolved in luxury, 
and totally enervated? There remains no- 
thing more of him than the ſhadow of a 
body; and an effeminate mind, to which 
the ſlighteſt hardſhip is a moſt inſupporta- 
ble evil. Accuſtomed to fleep under a 
richly-decorated pavilion, to feed on the 
moſt delicate food, to be attended by a 
number of ſervants, he is either diſquali- 
fied for the neceſſary duties of a ſoldier; 
or he carries to the camp a train of luxu- 
ries, which are ruinous to himſelf, and 
render him a bad exam ple to others. 
2 | SURELY 
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SURELY, my dear children, you would Cox. XIII. 

ch not wiſh to be ſoldiers, merely to live i 
ies eaſe and ſplendor: were this the caſe, you 

would be loaded with reproaches; and 
I your pride, far from procuring you reſpect, 
ou would only bring you into contempt. A 
d, petit mãitre is entirely out of his place, 
he when he is called into the field of battle: 
us his whims, his particularities, his deli- 
y. cacy, all ſerve to render him unhappy in 
+ himſelf, and ridiculous to others. He is 
A pointed at as one, who rather acts a part, 
h than is really ſuch as he ought to be. 
I- Your good Father has told me a thou- 
Aa ſand times, that thoſe fine gentlemen, 
le who are taken up in admiring themſelves, 
a running continually from one cirele to ano- 
i ther, and abſolutely devoted to the buſi- 
5 neſs of the toilette, were always conſi- 
- dered as officers of no conſequence or au- 
d thority, whom the meaneſt ſoldier held in 


contempt. They can dance indeed, and 
P 4. they 


216 Ap vie from a LADY of Quality 
Con. XIII. they can ſing ; but they cannot fight: both 
L—y=— becauſe the art of war demands ſomething 

more than mere perſonal courage, and be- 

cauſe courage itſelf is weakened by the 

love of pleaſure. | , 

Look at the portraits of your anceſtors; 
take notice of their ſuits of armour. Think 
ye, that the delicacy of the preſent age 
would have had any charms for them; and 
that they would have admired an officer 
ſcented with perfumes? Alas! how inge- 
nious are we, only to make ourſelves deſ-. 

_— t- | 

LEAVE pride to thoſe, who being ſud- 
denly grown rich, and ftruck with ſeeing 
themſelves become men of conſequence, 
and encircled with flatterers, place all 

their merit in gilded furniture, and ſplen- 

did equipages. Neither a virtuous man, 

nor a man of quality, has any need of 

luxury to ſet him off. It is a great reflec- 
tion on the preſent age to ſuppoſe, that it 
95 only 
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only eſteems men according to outward Con. XIM. 
ew: he alone is indeed worthy of re. 


pect, whoſe character is 3 by a 


noble ſimplicity. 


BESsID ES, how many real inconvent- 
ences do we ſuffer from this expenſive turn 
of mind? Every part of our life ſavours of 
an uniform profuſion: we are ſubject to a 
thouſand forms and ceremonies; we are 
forced to paſs our whole time in acting a 
part: we are ſurrounded by falſe friends, 
inſolent fervants, and almoſt always with 
anxiety, with debts and diſeaſes. 

Ir is very ſeldom that a man, given up 
to pride and luxury, knows what ſobriety 
is. Phyſicians have obſerved, that all, 
who live to the full, are ſubje& to indi- 
geſtions and apoplexies; and that it is 
this abundance,” which generally ſhortens 
their lives. We no longer duly regard our 
conduct, than while we live in a ſtate of 
ſobriety: as for pleaſures, they are the 


chief executioners of the human race. I 


Con. XTII. 


Apvice from A LADY of QUALITY 
I thank heaven, that my health has 


= enabled me to talk with you to-day with 


leſs difficulty than uſual: you muſt have 


obſerved that my days are not all alike; 


and that oftentimes my ſpirits are depreſſed 
by the weakneſs of my body. I have now 
dwelt largely on my favourite ſubje& of 
prudence, ſobriety and moderation : and 


if T have appeared tedious in my reflections, 
 imputeit to that tenderneſs, which makes 


me inſenſible of my ſufferings, and which 
gives me new life, whenever I am endea- 
vouring to inſtruct you. | 
In vain is death making daily adrances 
on my emaciated body; in/ vain doth he 
every day rob me of a conſiderable part of 
my ſubſtance; I think myſelf in perfe& 
health, while you are with me: my con- 
cern is, to know how to endure the inſtant 
of our ſeparation. I perceive the advances 
which it makes; yet I find, at preſent, 
no reſources in my own ſtrength to fortify 
me againſt that affecting moment. ä 
Bur 
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Bur perhaps---alas! I only deceive cox. XIII. 
myſelf; I feel nothing bat death ap- 
proaching. e . 
Tux phyſician coming in, the children 
withdrew; and gave way to thoſe effuſions 
of grief, which the preſence of their mo- 
ther had ſuppreſſed. -e. 
THe lady, having been at church in 
the morning, return about eleven 
o' clock; and having ſammoned her chil- 
dren, ſhe ſaid, I am juſt come from 
viſiting my burial place, and from looking 
with my dying eyes on the ſepulchre of 
your father. O! what pain has it given 
me to go through this ſolemn ceremony! 
But I was willing to humble that pride, 
which conceals from us what we are; and 
which will prove your ruin, if you are 
not careful to guard againſt its illuſions. 
When we are brought up in the midſt of 
human grandeur, it is very difficult to 
| perſuade ourſelyes, that we are like other 
men, 


220 


Apvice from a LADY of QuaLiTY 


Cox. XIII. men, and that the brightneſs which ſur- 
6 rounds us will ſoon be diſperſed like a va- 


pour. In the mean time what have we, 
whereof we can juſtly glory? Alas! tho? 


you were nobly born, you came into the. 


world weeping, helpleſs, and naked; and 
you muſt go out. of it not leſs deſtitute of 
riches and honours. In vain will the 
world then offer you whatever is magnifi- 
cent, and flattering to our vanity: all 
this will paſs away like a dream; and the. 
grave will ſwallow up all your riches, and 
pride, and greatneſs. 

In my viſit to your father's und I faw 
nothing of all that glory which accompa- 
nied him on earth, and of all that homage 
which was paid him. Conſigned to a lit- 
tle ſpot of ground, where ſilence and 
horror prevail, he has only a marble monu- 
ment, which already begins to be effaced; 
and which would ſcarcely; be ſeen, if we 
were not purpoſely directed to it. 

| N Is 
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ur- Is this, then, ſaid I to myſelf, all that Cox. XIII. 
va- remains of the buſy tumult of the world? s 
ve, Is it to this, that nobility of birth, and 
10? the moſt brilliant fortune leads us? | 
he. Fes, my children, this is the ſum of all 
nd our expectations, as to any thing earthly. 
of Whatever riches and dignities you enjoy, 
he death will place you on a level with. the 
8 meaneſt of our fellow creatures; it will 
11 reduce you to duſt ſimilar to their's, both 
1e in weight and value: keep then your eyes 
4 ever fixed on this period of human west- 
| neſs, 
"my Ir is this which will teach you, Fa 
- you are nothing but frailty ; and that the 
e pride, which is almoſt inſeparable from 


an exalted ſtation, is the perfection of 
folly. Notwithſtanding all the privileges 
of your birth, all your titles, and all 
your advantages, you cannot command a 
moment's exiſtence: amidſt all your gran- 
deur, you are in the power of the loweſt 

men, 


222 Apvice froma Lady of QUALITY 
Con. XII. men, of the elements which govern you, 
GA o the diſeaſes which threaten you, and of 

a thouſand accidents, which you cannot 
foreſee. Your ſoul is as ſubject to ſorrow, 
and your body to pain, as that of the 
meaneſt flave; and the poor peaſant, 
whom perhaps you deſpiſe, enjoys the 
ſame ſun, the ſame climate with yourſelf, 
and has the ſame faculties * ſight, and 
taſte, and perception. | 

Way then, my children, ſhould ſuch 
a difference be made betwixt perſons alike 
in ſo many reſpects? Is it, becauſe there 
is ſuch a diſparity in their birth? No: 
every one knows, that we/ all have one 
common father, that our origin 1s from the 
earth; and that many a man owes his emi- 
nence of ſtation to inſtances of meanneſs, 
if not of downright wickedneſs. 

Is it, becauſe they are conſigned to live 
by the labour of their hands? In this they 
only fulfil the obligation univerſally laid 

5 upon 
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upon mankind. Is it, becauſe they are Con. XIII. 


pity are we, if we value ourſelves upon 
being covered only with the ſpoils of brutes 
and inſects. BY 

War connection is there, betwixt 
that filk which is the produce. of a worm, 
or that gold which we dig out of the 
bowels of the earth, and an immortal 
ſpirit? Surely we cannot make that ſplen- 
dor, which is only borrowed, the ſubject 
of pride and vanity. The pooreſt of our 
fellow creatures hath a body, a ſoul, and 
a ſpirit, as well as we; from whence we 
ought to conclude that he 1s our brother: 
and that we are much inferior to him, in 
ſpite of all our grandeur and ambition, if 


he has more virtues, or nobler ſentiments, 


than ourſelves. 


Hencs learn, that you ought never to 
deſpiſe any one; and that he, upon whom 


you look down with diſdain, may perhaps 
be 


meanly cloathed? Alas! what objects g 


224 Advice from a Lapy of QuaLiTY | 
Con. XIII. be endued with a more generous mind than 
Gm all thoſe great men of the world, who, 
while they value themſelves on account of 

their ſuperiority, are really objects of pity. 

How many are there, who, if they had 

an opportunity of ſhewing their abilities, 

would, by their genius and attainments, 

eclipſe thoſe men of fortune, that look 

down upon them with diſdain! And 

whom the patronage of one man of rank, 

or one fortunate circumſtance, might have 

raiſed to that degree of honour to which 

their abilities entitled them 1 

Ir is therefore neither obſcurity of birth, 

nor poverty, which lowers us in the eye 

of reaſon; but it is pride: becauſe there 

is nothing which is in reality ſo abject, as 

this vice and its effects. It is always an 
indication either of a mean ſpirit, or a cor- 

rupt heart. How can we deſpiſe others, 
without caſting at the ſame time a re- 

flection on ourſelves? But were this not the 

N caſe; 


le; 
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eaſe; what I pray you, do you think we Con. XII. 


loſe of our riches or our quality, by re- 
ceiving with a gracious air all who ap- 
proach us, and by addreſſing ourſelves 
with condeſcenſion to our inferiors? 

Ar As! the man, who is fooliſhly puf- 
fed up with a ſenſe of his own impor- 
tance, loſes every thing by his haughty 
air, and his imperious mode of beha- 
viour: for he loſes the confidence and 
eſteem of mankind, which is the moſt va- 


| luable poſſeſſion in the world. 


Mex of inferior rank are generally 2 


match for thoſe among their ſuperiors, 


who treat them with contempt; for they 
are ſcarcely out of their ſight, before they 
ridicule their whims and pride, and make 
them the ſubject of their N and 
ſatire. | 
O! my children, if ever you ſhould 
deſpiſe the leaſt of your brethren, if ever 


you ſhould treat them with diſdain, you 


SD would 
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Apvice from a Lavy of Quality 


Cox. XIII. would diſhonour the memory of your fa- 


— 


ther. He never thought himſelf great, 
but when it gave him an opportunity of 
obliging others; and in him the weak 
and indigent found kindneſs and relief. 
He removed their ſorrows ; he anſwered 
them with gentleneſs: and if he found 


himſelf conſtrained to refuſe them what 


they aſked, he plainly ſhewed how Arn 


concern it gave him. 


REMEMBER, that your elevated ation 
ſtands in need of the aſſiſtance of men of 
inferior rank to ſupport it; and that, if 
you had not people in ſubjection to your 


commands, you would lead a life of the 


moſt dreary ſolitude, and of extreme indi- 
gence. Some labour to ſupply you with 
food, others offer you their perſonal ſer- 
vice; and it is their preſence and aſſi- 
duous attendance which forms your train, 
and renders you an object of public no- 


tice. 
 Wx 
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intereſt, when we deſpiſe thoſe, on whom 
we are ſo dependent for aſſiſtance. The 
generality of great men are reſpected only, 
in proportion to their retinue; ſo that 
they owe almoft all their conſequence to 
the very perſons, whom they do not re- 
gard. O! how happy is it for us, when 
we know how to do juſtice to ourſelves ; 
when we have judgment enough to eſ- 
timate ourſelves according to our real 
worth!!! 


this arrogance of mind; which, carrying 
a man beyond the limits of an earthly be- 
ing, renders him the ſcourge of every one 
about him. Might not you, my chil- 
dren, have been born the children 'of a 
peaſant, or mechanic? And if this was 
not your lot, can you aſſume any merit to 
yourſelves on this account? As to mental 
endowments, however penetrating, or ex- 


Q a tenſive 


Nor HING can be more dreadful than 
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W are therefore enemies to our own 22 XIII. 
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ADVICE from a LADY of QUALITY 


Cox. X111. tenfive you may ſuppoſe them, they are 
LY no more than a glimmering light, too of- 
ten ready to miſlead you : and which fre- 


quently ſhines only at the expence of 


| found wiſdom. Men of the greateſt genius 
often commit the greateſt faults : where 


wit is predominant, diſcretion is ſeldom 
found. | | 

TRE more cloſely-a man examines Mans 
ſelf, the, more ready he will be to acknow- 
ledge his weakneſs and infirmity. It is 
only with reſpe& to our immortal part, 
that we are truly great: but in order to 
deſerve this character, we muſt be raiſed 
above our paſſions, and eſpecially above 


pride. It is a vice which we ought not 


to know, except that we may avoid it: 
it marrs our beſt actions; and leaves to 


him, who is poſſeſſed of it, nothing but 


what 1s mean and ridiculous. 
OnLy obſerve the man, who is wrapt 
op in himſelf, and is full of the admira- 
tion 
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tion of his equipage and his gaudy Con. XIII. 


cloaths; and you will perceive a degree 
of emptineſs in him, which you cannot 
but pity. The poor vain creature labours 
for no other purpoſe, than to make him- 
ſelf contemptible ; while only a ſmile or 
an obliging look would conciliate the af- 
fections, and win the hearts of all, with 
whom he converſes. An air of affability, - 
and a word of kindneſs, are ſufficient to - 
gain a thouſand praiſes, and a thouſand 
thanks. From which you may conclude, 
that every man of quality, who incurs the 
hatred of others, thro? the neglect of that, 
which would coſt him ſo little, either a 
look, or a word, or an air, is in effect a 
dupe to his own pride, and really a very 
deſpicable being. 

O! my children, to whatever rank for- 
tune may hereafter raiſe you, never forget 
to ſhew a TORRE condefcenſion in your 


Q 3 whole 


Apvice from a Lavy of QuaLiTy 


Con. XIII. whole deportment. Men generally vow 
Vengeance againſt thoſe, who think them- 


ſelves raiſed above their fellow-creatures, 
only to aggravate the miſeries of the 
wretched; to overwhelm them with the 
weight of their pride; to make them the 
ſport of their capricious humour; to ob- 
lige them to a painful attendance in ante- 
chambers, where they are wearied out 
with impatience and diſguſt, Every ſpe- 
cies of greatneſs, which is thus aſſuming, 

is nothing better than abſolute tyranny. 
To one who contemplates, as I do at 
preſent, the majeſty of Gop, how fooliſh 
as well as criminal doth: the pride of man 
appear! How ſenſibly ſhould I be aflicted, 
if I foreſaw, that you would hereafter be- 
have yourſelves with inſolence, and be- 
come diftinguiſhed by your haughty and 
imperious deportment! But I am per- 
ſuaded, this will not be the caſe: you 
will 
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will rather endeavour to imitate the courteſy Cox. XII, 


and affability of your father. And 1 truſt * 
you will acquit your mother of arrogance, 
if ſhe ſhould venture to urge her own ex- 


| ample, as not unworthy of your imitation - 


in this reſpect. 

Heaven, which knows my mon ſecret 
thoughts, knows that I deſire neither 
riches nor honours for you: if ye are only 
good men, you will be e ſufficiently 
great. 

O! my beloved children, if you could 
penetrate into my inmoſt thoughts, you 
could not doubt of my fincerity; I con- 
ſider this union of hearts, as the only 
means of being always together. Death 


may indeed deſtroy the body, but it has 


no power over our affection: this is my 
comfort, when the idea of our approach- 
ing ſeparation depreſſes my ſpirits, ' It is 
then, I have recourſe to my intelligent 
Q4 and 
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Eon, XIII. and immortal principle; in whoſe love and 
caffe tion, as it were in a ſanctuary, you 


Apvice from aLapy of QuaLiTy. 


are to live for ever, and make part of my 
happineſs. It is then I conſole myſelf 
with reflecting, that I ſhall not be ab- 
ſolutely deprived of you; but that in 
ſpite of all the ravages of death, I ſhall 
retain you in my mind and my affecti- 
ons. The triumph of the cruel tyrant 
will only be partial: under this perſuaſion 
that our union is indiſſoluble, wonder not 
that my prayers to Gop are inceſſant, that 
he would preſerve you, and pour down 
his choiceſt bleflings upon you. | 

THE more 1 think of you, the more I 
find myſelf intereſted in all that you have, 
and do, and are; and it is this, which 
heightens my affection to an inexpreſſible 
degree, that you are my own fleſh and 
blood. What ſtronger motive can there be, 
moſt tenderly to love you? 


I may 


i ww „„ 
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I may truly ſay, I forget almoſt every Con. XIIL 


thing,. except my children's welfare, hath 


| any longer a place in my heart. It is na- 
tural therefore for me, to avail myſelf of 


the little time I have to remain upon earth, 
by ſeeing as much of you as poſſible. 
Ex cus me, I pray you, to my friends, 


when I am departed hence. Tell them, 


that the duties of à parent ſo far ſurpaſſed 
every other, that I confined my attention 
entirely to my family; to give eaſe to my 
mind, and diſcharge my laſt duties. Aſ- 
ſure them, that they had nevertheleſs a. 
ſhare in my regard; and that the remem- 
brance of their kindneſs dwelt on. my mind. 
tomy lateſt moment. Thank them for the 
attention, which they have ever ſhewn me; 
and which, I am very ſenſible, was more 
than I deſerved. | | 
TE ſad commiſſion, which I am giv- 


ing you to deliver to my friends, is like 


converſing 


Ather thing for your ſakes: ſcarcely any 
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Con. XIII. con verſing with you after my death: e're 

„ long, you will hear your mother ſpoken of, 
as 2 ſhadow that is departed ; you will then 
recolle& all my tenderneſs, and do juſtice 
to my love. | 
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CONFERENCE XIV. 


On FRIENPDSHI. 


I EXPECT the return of every evening, Con. XIV. 
with all the impatience that can be 
conceived. Neither the temporary relief 
of medicines, nor the chearing light of 
the ſun, affords me any conſolation ; no- 
thing can do this, but the happy oppor- 
tunity afforded me of ſeeing and con- 
verſing with you. You will hardly be- 
heve, that I reckoned every hour of the 
laſt night; only grieving that they did 
not paſs with greater expedition, in order 
to haſten This pleaſing interview. Surely 
my tenderneſs for you exceeds the bounds 
of reaſon ; otherwiſe I could not preſume, 
in my preſent ſituation, to wiſh, that the 
time ſhould paſs with more rapidity than 
| it 


236 
Con. XIV. it does, when ſo very little remains for 

- ne: but let us.1mprove that little ; and let. 
us diſcourſe this evening on the neceſſity 
of prudence in the choice of Friends. 


| Avvice From a LADY F Quality: 


Ix we are right in ſaying that a true 
friend is a treaſure; we may be equally 


ſure, that a falſe one is a monſter. . He 
abuſes the confidence we place in him, to 


our injury ; and makes ſport of the affec- 
tion, which we ſhew him: there are hy- 


pocrites in friendſhip, as well as in re- 


ligion. PR 
Bur there is nothing, my children, 


more apreeable or uſeful to mankind, than 


friendſhip : without this, the happieſt life 
leaves a vacuum which can never be 
filled. There are a thouſand caſes, in 
which we have need of counſel or aſſiſt- 


ance ; a thouſand ſituations, in which 


we derive comfort from the ſight of a 
friend: he is a ſupport, in our adverſity ; 
a Mentor, to recall our wandering ſteps. 

: GEN- 


al 
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GENTILEN ESS of manners, and a com- Con; XIV. 


appearances, you will run the riſque ei- 
ther of having falſe friends, or of having 
no friend at all. 


. Your choice muſt not be 3 


either by an agreeable countenance, or a 


lively turn of-converſation, or a brilliancy 
of wit; we are often enſnared by theſe 
exterior accompliſhments. - But experience 


will teach you, that there 1s N ſo 
deceitful as words and looks. 


Tou muſt penetrate into the very ſoul 
of him, whom you wiſh: really to know: 
if you liſten only to the public voice, you 
will find your judgment equally divided 


betwixt ſatire and panegyric, and you 


will not know which ſide to take. I ne- 
ver knew a perſon, who had not his ſhare. 
of good and evil report. While ſome 

| commend 


pliance of diſpoſition, will ſecure to you nnd 
all the bleſſings of friendſhip : but if you 
are.not upon your guard: againft external 
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Con XIV. commend him, others blame him; and it 


is almoſt always prejudice, which deter. 
mines both the one and the other, 

Bur how, you will aſk, ſhall we get at 
the heart of him, with whom we ſeek to 
be united in friendſhip? Your own un- 
derſtanding will teach you the way : that 
will make you attentive to thoſe words 
and actions, which are purely natural, 
and unpremeditated ; and which unfold 
the inmoſt receſſes of the heart, That 
will teach you to watch the prevailing in- 
clination of the perſon, whom you wiſh 
to take into your boſom; and to attend 
to his different purſuits, and connections: 
that will ſhew you in the mirrour of the 
mind, I mean the eyes, whether there be 
ſweetneſs, anger, or pride in him. 

IT is eaſy to ſtudy others, when we have 
been accuſtomed to ſtudy ourſelves; but 
unhappily this ſelf-enquiry is too much 


neglected. We read, with eagerneſs, 
| books 
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books on every ſubje&; but we do-not' Cox:XIV. 
give ourſelves the trouble to ſearch into * 


that inſtructive volume, the human heart: 
thus it deceives us every moment; and 
makes us pay _ for our CNY in 
this matter. 

Bur, how great e would 2 
from this enquiry ! We ſhould know the 
origin of all the evil, that we do; we 
ſhould learn by what means our prevail-/ 
ing paſſions are moſt eaſily attacked ; and 
we ſhould have none but real friends. 
LISERTINEs and gameſters have thoſe 
| qualities, which would only ferve to ruin 
us. Not to mention, that they are levity 


and inconſiſtency itſelf; they communi- 


cate a love of vice, and take a pleaſure in 
making proſelytes, like themſelyes. Every 
vicious man ſeeks to juſtify his conduct by 
the authority of others; and this he hopes 
to effect, by making converts: as if it 
were in the power of a multitude to 

determine 
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Con. XIV. determine virtue to be vice, or vice vir. 
„ 

It is not in the . of Aegean 
or in the lap of pleaſure, that you will 
meet with minds ſuſceptible of true 
friendſhip : for ſhe is prudent and: dif. 
creet ; and young men enſlaved to their 
paſſions are mtemperate and precipitate, 
You need not ſee them more than once, 
to know them thoroughly : they commend 
nothing but pleaſure; they admire no- 
thing but diſſipation; they ſpeak of no- 
thing but what is injurious to religion and 
morality ; all which are the ſtrongeſt ar- 
guments againſt the admiſſion of ſuch 
perſons into your friendſhip. _ 

Ir you ſhould make choice of one that 
is fond of play, he would ſoon perſuade 
you, that his paſſion 1s a certain reſource 
againſt dullneſs and misfortunes ; that the 
gaming table is the rendezvous of the 
'beſt OO? that it is very agreeable 

to 
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ney ; till, in ſhort, he prevails, and you 
are undone. Connect yourſelf with a man 


of pleaſure, and he will tell you there is 
no happineſs but in ſenſual gratifications ; 
and in the end will pervert your .under- 


ſtanding, and corrupt your affections: 


one inſenſibly becomes wicked, by con- 


verſing with ſuch as are wickedly diſpoſed; 
this is an opinion, which is confirmed by 


reaſon and ſad experience. 


Ax ill-diſpoſed friend involves us in 


every kind of misfortune; and the wounds 


which he gives us are ſo much the more 
dangerous, becauſe he often goes down 


with us into the pit which he has digged 
for us. His kindneſs enſnares us; and 


though we ſee we are the dupes of his folly, 


we have no longer reſolution to oppoſe _ 


It, 9 
I have already exhorted you to leave the 


choice of your friends to virtue, Which 
R will 
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to make ſuch great intereſt of one's mo- Con. XIV. 
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| Cox. XIV. will preſerve you from theſe dangers. She 


is intelligent without ſuſpicion, and has 
the beſt means of diſcovering- the truth; 


. ſuch a choice is too important to excuſe 
our inadvertency and negleR. 


How many are there, whoſe fortune or 
whoſe virtue would have been ruined, had 


it not been for the aſſiſtance of a friend! 


He becomes their guide; he ſhews them 
a ſafe and eaſy way, and his directions are 


attended with the moſt happy effects. 


We eaſily ſuffer ourſelves to be perſuaded, 
when it is friendſhip that ſpeaks: ſhe 
knows the diſpoſitions -of the heart, and 
diſcovers herſelf, in ſpite 'of every cloud 


and every impediment. 


How happy will you be, if ever you 


are bleſt with a real friend! He will be a 


living book, in which you may read your 


duty; and your own affection being joined 
with his, there will be only one mind, 
and one will. betwixt you. When we are 


united 
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united by generous ſentiments, we mu- Con. XIV. 
tually encourage each other to every thing 
that is good: there is ſomething ſacred in 
friendſhip, when it is animated by virtue. 

Bur we muſt not expect to find true 
friends, if we do not uſe our utmoſt en- 
deavours to deſerve them : there is no- 
thing more common than to hear people 
complain of the ſcarcity of friends, and 
nothing: more rare than to ſee them ſtudi- 
ous to cultivate friendſhip. We are not 
apt to think, that friendſhip is a commerce, 
which muſt be carried on at a mutoal « ex- 
pence. 

Do not accuſtom 0 to call any 
man your friend, whom you haye not 
proved, and whom you do not know to 
be ſuch: be honeſt, ſincere, and agreea- 
ble yourſelves; and I will be anſwerable 

for it, that the bleflings of friendſhip ſhall 
be your's. We form connections too 
. to have real fri-nds; and we 

| R 2 change 
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Con. XIV, change them too often, to know their va- 
- ue; there is too much levity to be met 
with every where, and only the * of 
friendſhip to be ſeen. | 

War a diſmal ftate is "TP to wander 
about the world, without a creature in 
whom we can ſafely confide ! to live al- 
ways in reſerve with thoſe, whom we con- 
verſe. with. A true friend delivers us 
from this reſtraint : he is of more value 
to us, than all the world without him, 
While we ſee, and converſe with him, 
we think of nothing that is removed at a 
diftance from us. | 

I myſelf experienced the bleſing of a 
friend, in one, whom Providence / threw 
in my way, when I was young: her 
advice, and. her excellent virtues firſt 
began to ſhew me the folly and vanity of 
a diſſipated life. I truſt her goodneſs 
towards me has not failed of its reward! 
Were ſhe now alive, ſhe would ſupply my 

place 
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place to you: my eyes have a ane Con. XIV. 
times beſtowed the tribute of a tear upon —— 
her; and to my lateſt , J ſhall not 


ceaſe to regret her loſs. 

Ir was in the friendſhip of this. excel. 
lent woman, that I learnt to raiſe. my 
mind above the. trifles of the world; 
and found by experience that our hap- 
pineſs chiefly depends o on the choice of a 


friend. 


Ix pEED, my children, a, virtuous per- 
ſon, to whom we can at all times with 
ſafety unboſom ourſelves, is of more 


uſe to us, than either books or converſa- 


tion; when we are agitated by our paſ- 
ſions, we ſeek an aſylum in his breaſt, and 
find that tranquillity, which we ſo much. 

want. 1 
OnLy make. your A on two 
faithful friends; liſten to them, and you 
will find in their language and their ſen- 
timents a degree of candour and benevo- 
. R 3 lence 
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Con. XIv. lence that will charm you. If they de- 
ſcant on the emptineſs of earthly honours, 
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it is the voice of reaſon; if they give an 
account of their affairs, it is done with 
the utmoſt openneſs and integrity. They 
adhere cloſely to the dictates of virtue; 
the ftronger ſupports the weaker; the 
wiſer inſtructs the more ignorant; each is 
content with his own meaſure of know- 
lege: and in this little ſociety, neither 
wiſhes to have the pre-eminence. bs 
I ſhould not ſay ſo much on the ſubject 
of friendſhip, if it were not ſo abſolutely 
neceſſary in human life. Of what fer- 
vice may you find a friend, amidft'the pe- 
rils of war! It is very poſſible that he 
may ſave your life; we ſee inſtances of it 
every day: your uncle can inform you, 
that after a bloody battle, he was found 
fallen among the dead; and that the 
Count de, inſtigated by friendſhip, 
came to ſee if there were any ſigns of life 


in 
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in him, and delivered him from the kinds cox. XTV* 
of thoſe who were preparing to bury him. mo 


You are now arrived at a proper age 
to think of making ſuch friends: a friend- 
ſhip, begun in our youth, is a band not 
eaſily to be broken. Experience will 
teach you, that the generality of perſons, 
whom you meet with in the world, are 
only fit for the intercourſe of common ci- 
vility ; and that the number of thoſe, 
among whom a. friend is to be choſen, is 
very ſmall. Let this choice be directed by 
reaſon, as well as the affections; and you 
will never then have cauſe to repent of it. 

Wr are never more ſenſible of the true 


value of a friend, than when we labour 


under any ſickneſs or misfortune. The 


courtier paſſes by, and does not remem- 


ber that he ever ſaw you; the man of the 
world ſends to enquire afrer you, and 
proceeds no farther: but the real friend 
riſques every thing, nay, quits every 
R 4 thing, 
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Cox. XIV. thing, to aſſiſt and comfort you. He di- 

xn vides himſelf, he multiplies himſelf; he 
knows no greater pleaſure than in opening 
his heart, and diſcovering the ſincerity 
of his affection: we are always ready to 
diſcloſe our hearts, when we have nothing 
but virtues to ſhew.. 

Heaven grant, that theſe reflections 
may imprint on your minds thoſe ſenti. 
ments, which friendſhip inſpires. This 
is the wiſh. of your beſt and deareſt friend, 
who delights in ſeeing you ; whoſe heart 
1s tranſported with pleaſure in converſing 
with you! I am already abſolutely dead 
to. the world; it is only in you, that I 
ſeem to live and breathe. O ! my too ten- 
derly beloved children l. to. what an or- 
phan-ſtate are you now. about to. be re- 

duced! Where are the perſons, whom you 
will hereafter.call by the ſacred name of- 
friends! How happy ſhould I be, to know 
them ! How extremely dear would they 

| | be- 
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be to me! I ſhould conſider them, as ſup- Cox. XIV. 
plying my place in your affections. I Wa 


ſhould conjure them to be for ever at- 
tached to you ; both.out of tenderneſs for 


you, and compaſhon for me. 


Aras! my whole ſoul is diſordered by 
ſuch reflections as theſe : all my thoughts 
are thrown into confuſion. And nothing. 
remains to me, but the pain of loſing you; 
a pain, which has yet a mixture of plea- 
ſure, even while it overwhelms me: and 
which, indeed, I would not but feel, for 
all the world. | 

Trar ever I ſhould be deſtined to ex- 
perience ſuch a contrariety of ſenſations ! 
My heart ſeems to be divided, and my 
ſoul is in a ſtate of diſtraftion ; my ten- 
derneſs is agitated. at the ſame time by 
ſentiments of a quite different nature: 
what a ſtrange ſituation ! My love of my 
children, whilſt. it heightens my joy, 
enbitters 


250 Apvicsfrom#Livy of Quatity 
Con. XIV. embitters my ſorrow. If my affection is 
9 properly returned by you, I ſhall have 


abundant reaſon to be fatisfied : yet do 
I fill lament your fate. 
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CONFERENC'E xv. 
On the Cour. 


A S it is my deſign to give you ſome cox. XV. 
inſtructions in relation to every cix-. wv 


cumſtance of your life, I think T ought 
to ſay ſomething to you on the ſubject of 
the Court. The ſpot, which you will 
have occaſion moſt frequently to viſit, is 
the moſt reſpectable part of the kingdom, 
as being the reſidence of the ſovereign. 
There it is, that the hearts: of all his ſub- 
jects ſhould be fixed; ; thence It 1s, that , 
favours and benefits are wont to flow. 

Bur you muſt know, that, ſelf-love 

and our own intereſt being the firſt mover 
almoſt in every action, they who frequent 
the court are carried thither by motives of 


ambition, and a thirſt for promotion: this 
| is 


252 Ap vic from a Lanny of QuaLiTr-. 
Con. XV. is the center, to which every thing tends. 
u is here that the vehemence of deſire, 

and the flame of paſſion are kindled: 
here it is that courtiers pine away with. 
envy and impatience; and there 1s ſcarce- 
ly any one, who does not feel himſelf in 
an uneaſy ſituation. One is. afraid of 
lofing his place, another 1s apprehenſive 
that he ſhall get nathing ; and as neither 
of them will venture to utter his real ſen- 
timents, either that he. may not expoſe | 
himſelf, or that he may not reveal his ſe- 
cret, they both live i in a ſtate of perpetual 
diſimulation. 5 
Tuis accounts for our finding more 
ſuſpicion and miftruſt at court than any 
where elſe ; and hence it is, that it is the 
Place in the world in which men are leaſt 
apt to expreſs their thoughts and inclina- 
tions. When this precaution does not 
exceed the bounds of prudence, we can- 
not but commend it; but when it dege- 
| nerates 
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'nerates into duplicity, it is doubtleſs a Con. XV. 
? — 


very great fault. | 

ExyEcr then to find, within the pre- 
cints of a court, only perſons of very 
great prudence or diflimulation ; and to 
ſee only looks, whoſe meaning you can- 
not underſtand. 'They often laugh, when 
they have great cauſe 'to weep; and 
ſometimes weep, when they have occaſion 
to rejoice. They publicly praiſe their 
enemies, if they happen to be favourites 
at court; and they cenſure even their 
friends, if they chance to be out of fa- 
vour. Fortune is the compaſs by which 
the courſe of their friendſhip is directed; 
the thermometer, which ſhews the degree 
of warmth or coolneſs, Ow” which people 
are to be addrefled. 

You will ſee, that neither whe 
nor freedom are the current coin of this 


place; and that the only way to maintain 
your ground there is to pay a proper re- 
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ſpect to all, but to place confidence in 
none: never to ſay the leaſt evil of any, 


| becauſe the weakeſt has power to hurt; 


to confine yourſelyes within your proper 
ſphere ; and to have nothing to do with 
intrigues or cabals. 'To aſk no favours, 
or at leaſt to uſe the utmoſt diſcretion in 
aſking. them; to give no occaſion either 
for panegyric or ſatire. Equally to avoid 
the haughty appearance of pride, and the 
mean artifices of flattery ; to preſerve at 
all times an evenneſs of temper, and 
never to ſhew too much ſenſibility, Peo- 
ple are apt to miſtruſt! a man of wit and 


he ſays is not fincere. 

Lay down theſe maxims for the EY 
tion of your conduct; and I will venture 
to aſſure. you, that whatever dangers may 
attend the court, it will have none to 
enfnare you, It is not the path of ambi- 
tion, 


humour; they ſuppoſe that he is always 
deſigning ; and they ſuſpect, that what 
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tion, which 1 am pointing out to you, Con. XV. 


but that of an honeſt- man; who ſeeks. 
to get the better of his own faults, and 
only aſpires after true happineſs. The 
ambitious man hazards all for all: if his 


his fall may be utterly deſtructive to him. 


Whereas with. virtue, and a generous mo- 
deration, we leave fortune to act as ſhe 
pleaſes; nei ther coveting her n 
nor dreading her frowns. 

It is doubtleſs ae ee 
tion to be honoured with the confidence 


of a royal maſter, and to be employed in 


his name to partake of the concerns of 
government. But how much trouble and 


diſappointment muſt you expect, before 


you arrive at ſuch a poſt of honour? 


And what perpetual inquietude muſt you 
ſuffer to maintain it! Vou will not have 
a moment, that you can call your own; 
your time muſt be wholly devoted to pub- 


a 
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(Con. XV, lic affairs: and you muſt be intent -on 
— juſtifying the choice which your ſove. 


reign has made of you, by inceſſant in- 
duſtry, and by an unwearied anxiety for 
the general welfare. 

I have ſeen enough of the court, and 
of the manner of courtiers, to be able to 
aſſure you, that no one there is happy, 
but he who deſires nothing. Is it not a 
ſufficient honour and privilege to be per- 
mitted to approach -our prince; to be 
known by him, and to have it in our 
power to ſhew by our afliduity, how 
much we love him, and how deſirous we 
are to ſerve him? | 
Wren we are only engaged in con- 


ſulting the intereſt of our King, we find 


a court the reſidence of true greatneſs 


and virtue; but when we think only of 
our own intereſt, we find there nothing 
but intrigues, and jealouſy, and diſſimu- 
lation. It is not the ſovereigns, or their 


family, 


ly, 


to her CHILDREN. 


family, hah render the court a place of cox. XV. 
ann mum 


danger ; but the faulty paſſions which we 
carry thither, and which an ambitious de- 
fire of advancement puts in a ſtate of fer- 
mentation. A prince cannot ſee every 
thing himſelf ; and as the greateſt part of 
his courtiers are accuſtomed to diſguiſe, 
his court does not Appear to Hi fuch as 
it really is. - 

You muſt above all things beware of 
learning there that political refinement, 
which has not the leaſt connection with 
truth ; that fondneſs for luxury, which 
plunges us into idle expences ; that effe- 
minacy, which enervates both the body 
'and mind ; that haughtineſs of ſpirit, 
which knows no pleaſure but that of de- 
preſſing others. A good diſpoſition will 
imitate nothing but virtues; bad examples 
ſerve only to render 'it more n 
and attentive to its duty. 

Ir it be true, that a court has its in- 


conveniences, it is no leſs true that it 


S has 
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tre of true politeneſs ; it is the reſidence 
of the pureſt language; a certain mode of 
behaviour there prevails, which 1s not 


elſewhere to be found, and which charac- 


teriſes perſons of quality. It is there we 
become acquainted with the neceſſary 
forms, and what is uſually called eziquerre 
the manner of behaving ourſelves with 
gracefulneſs, and of expreſſing ourſelves 
with propriety; of receiving others with 
dignity, and of writing with elegance and 


eaſe. You will not have continued there 


long, without learning the art of being 
polite without impertinence, reſerved 
without ſtiffneſs, ſteady without rudeneſs, 
and grave without affectation. Courtiers 
ſay many things in few words: they 


| know every thing, yet pretend to know 


nothing; that is, they are ſo guarded, 


that you can neither gueſs what are their 


real ſentiments, nor quote their authority 


CHOOSE 
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CHOOSE thoſe characters for your exam- Con. XV. 
ples, which are moſt generally eſteemed: . 


there are always to be found at court, ve- 


nerable peers, whoſe company is the ſchool 


of honour and integrity; reſpectable la- 


dies, whoſe example is a leſſon of virtue. 


Theſe are the perſons, to whom you will 


do well moſt intimately to attach your- 


ſelves: you will gain their good will by 


liſtening to them with attention; by fre- 
quenting their company ; by a well ſup- 
ported conduct, and by modeſty and diſ- 


cretion. The court is only dangerous to 


thoſe, who give themſelves up to plea- 
ſure or ambition ; we can every where find 
bad examples, when we give ourſelves the 
trouble to look after them. Te 

Ir you ſhould have a place at court, 
you will do well to remember that it is 


only borrowed ; and be always ready to 


reſign it: this will be the ſureſt means of 
confirming you in it, and of fecuring you 


from any fear of revolutions. Courts are 
S 2 like 
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Con. XV. like ground that is undermined : when 
WwA— ye think ourſelves moſt ſecure, we are in 


the moſt imminent danger of falling in. 
+ Is you only appear there to pay the re- 


ſpect, which is due from you; if you are on- 


ly anxious to procure eſteem ; behave your- 
ſelves with politeneſs to all whom you con- 
verſe with: and above all things avoid the 
character of news-mongers, or banterers; 
the leaſt degree of raillery is always ill re- 
ceived. The court is the reſidence of ex- 
treme diſcretion; they are always talking 
there, without affirming any thing. 
THERE is no place in the world in 
which there 1s more wit ; and in which it 
is more dangerous to ſhew it, Shew no- 
thing there but plain good ſenſe ; that, 
you will find, is the way to commit no 
faults, and to have no enemies: we can- 
not be too eircumſpect, when we live in 
the midſt of a world, in which every 
thing is ſeen, and every thing is blazed 
abroad. Never 


zed 
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fortune ſhould give it you: either ou 


will be beſet by dependents, whoſe appli- 
_ cations you muſt refuſe, and which a good 


heart ſuffers greatly in refuſing; or you 


muſt be always aſking fayours, and there- 


by weakening your own intereſt, 

Avoip the ſociety of intriguing wo- 
men; they almoſt always ruin thoſe, 
whom they appear to prote&. 'Their coun- 
ſels ſeduce ; they fan the flames of ambi- 
tion ; and all they aim at is to form par- 


ties, of which you will at length become 


the victim. 


Pax no regard to the friendſhip, which : 


they profeſs for you, or to the queſtions, 


which they will not fail to aſk you. Their 


friendſhip may be ſincere, but it may per- 


haps be inſidious; and in a matter of 
doubt, prudence preſcribes, that we ſteer - 
clear of danger. There are too many Jar= - 
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Con. XV. ring intereſts at court, to allow us to think 
2 that people there are diſintereſted. 


War I am now recommending to you 
is not craftineſs, but prudence; you will 
not be leſs the friends to truth, for know- 
ing how to hold your peace, and a& with 
reſerve: it is a kind of policy which reli- 
gion allows, and which it calls by the 
name of diſcretion. | 

We find fault with the court, as being 
the region of toilſome attendance and fa- 
tigue ; and not without reaſon, when we 
give ourſelves up to idleneſs and pleaſure. 
But if you are fond of reading, and make 
temperance the rule of your conduct; 
you will find yourſelves as happy there, as 
in any other place. Satiety belongs only 
to thoſe who purſue ſenſual pleaſures 
alone, and who wiſh to be always enjoy- 
ing them: let your happineſs center in 
your own minds, and it will always then. 
be at your command. _ 
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Bur enough, my children, on this Co XV. 


ſubject; experience will teach you tb 
reſt: ſhe is an admirable inſtructreſs; and 


it is to her I refer myſelf, every time I 


converſe with you. But it is impoſſible 
for you to conceive what agitation my 


mind ſuſtains, while I am giving you theſe 


directions for your future conduct. I can- 


not help wiſhing to look into futurity, 
that I might know whether the counſel 


which I give you is exactly ſuch as will be 


of uſe to you hereafter; or whether you 
will be diſpoſed to follow it at all. I am- 


always thinking, and therefore it is no 


wonder that I am inceſſantly repeating, 
how dreadful is the ſituation of that mo- 
ther, who wiſhes to attend her children 
through their whole life, but is obliged 


to leave them: who is earneſtly deſirous to 
know in what manner they will hereafter 
conduct themſelves, and what will become 
of them; and yet cannot, with all her 

3 efforts 
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Con. XV. efforts of foreſight and tenderneſs, 80 « one 
wo ſtep beyond the preſent hour. 
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IT is a melancholy reflection, that I am 
at this time anxious to give you advice 
for the regulation of a life, which per- 
haps will very ſoon be taken away from 
vou. Who knows, alas! but that the firſt 
campaign may carry you off, in the midſt 
of all your hopes; and in the flower of 
that youth, of which you are at preſent. 
in the full enjoyment. Some unexpected 
accident may perhaps open your tomb, 
almoſt as ſoon as mine is ſhut. Such are 
the ſad reflections, which diſtract my 
mind; ariſing doubtleſs, in part, from 
the increaſing weakneſs of my outward 
frame. They hang over me like a thick 
cloud, which I am unable to remove. 

To my own lot I am no ſtranger; my 
preſent ſolicitude ariſes from my 1gnorance: 
what will be yours. When death ſhall 
have exerted all its power upon me; no 

0 Sb more 
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more ſhall I be tormented with theſe me- Con. XV 
| — 


lancholy thoughts, which caſt down my 
ſoul, and fill me with diſquiet. 
HEAVEN has ordained, my children, 
that I ſhould be taken away from you at a 
time, when I am deeply impreſſed with a 
ſenſe of my duty, and am exceedingly de- 
ſirous to diſcharge it. Alas! how many 
mothers are there, who live in perfect in- 
difference about their children! how many 
mothers, who only regard their pleaſures; 
while I have this great reaſon for wiſhing 
to live, that I might be of uſe to you : 
and that I might be inſtrumental in pre- 
ſerving you from thoſe dangers, to which 
your youth is about to be expoſed! 
Gxr1ievovus indeed was the ſtroke, when 
it was the will of heaven to deprive you 
of your father; it now ſeemeth good to 
the ſame unſearchable wiſdom, to double 
your affliction. Submit therefore in alk 
humility to that diſpenſation, which not 
| the 


 Apvice from a Lavy of Quatiiry 


Cox. XV. the moſt coſtly facrifices, nor all that your 
WV affeftion could poſſibly prompt m to be- 


ſtow, will be able to avert. 

Bur, what do I ſay? you may 2. 
imagine, that the proſpect of death diſ- 
quiets me; whereas death hath utterly 
loſt its ſting. Vou will not I hope ſuſpect, 
that I am unwilling to ſubmit to the will 
of Providence, all whoſe deſigns I humbly 
and reverently adore. Pardon, gracious 
Lord, the- expiring efforts of parental af- 
fection; which overcomes me, in my pre- 
ſent. tate of languor and decay. 


oN. 
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CONFERENCE, XVL 
On the Lovs of TrxuTR. 


HE ſubje& of this evening's con- Con. XV. 
verſation ſhall be that infallible cha. 


racteriſtic of a generous mind, the Love of 
Truth. You cannot but know, that no 
thing is more deteſtable than falſehood 
and that whoever deviates from work is. 
held in utter contempt. 

BE aſſured, my dear children, you 
will no longer be eſteemed, than while 
you ſtrictly adhere to truth. The world, 
corrupt as it is, never yet ſpoke of a liar 
with reſpe& ; it even proteſts againſt thoſe 
flattering compliments, which lead us 
to commend thoſe that are unworthy” of 
praiſe : ſo certain is it, that truth is al- 
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Con. XVI. ways acceptable, and that her 2 are 


NS. 


- the language of impoſture : 


never to be invaded with impunity. 


War would you ſay of me, my chil- 
dren, if you found that the affection, 
which I profeſs to bear towards you, was 
all diſſembled; and that my words were 


that the re- 


gret which I have expreſſed at being re- 
moved from you, and ſeeing you no more, 
was merely the effect of artifice and inſin- 
cerity? Doubtleſs you would be offended 
to ſee me trifle with truth, and, proſtitute 
parental affection. But be aſſured, the 


contrary is true; each word, that I utter, 


is the dictate of ſincereſt love: nor do I 
think it neceſſary to juſtify myſelf in this 


reſpect. 


ALASs I of what uſe 3 it be to 


me, to aſſume the character of an anxious 
or afflicted mother? This would be far 
enough from giving yon pleaſure; nor 

| can 


To her CHILDREN, Dy. 


can I have the leaſt intereſt in impoſing Cole XVI. 
upon you. If I wiſhed to do it, in order — 


to make myſelf of ſome conſequence i in 
the world, death is about to remove me 
from it; and 1 have nothing here below 
to expect, but the froke it is about to 
inflict. 

| Consicwnep in a very ſhort Gs 


the regions of eternal filence, I ſhall nei- 


ther know what is ſaid, nor what is 
thought of me. None of the concerns 
of this life will any longer affe& me, ex- 
cept perhaps the love which I bear you; 
and which will, I hope, be perfected in 
endleſs joy, on ſeeing you again, received 
into the regions of eternal life. 

TuAr truth, which is ſo amiable and 
conſpicuous upon earth, is no other than 
an emanation from, and as it were the 
image of, the Deity : and the reaſon why 
we hold it in ſuch high eſtimation is, be- 


.cauſe we know that it proceeds from hea- 


ven. 
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— ven. How great is its beauty, how clear 


— its light, when it penetrates the heart and 


ſoul! From the moment of its entrance, 


the mind becomes the ſeat of equity and 


candour : all writings, which are deſti- 
tute of truth, are calculated only to miſ. 
lead; all men, who diſregard it in their 
manners or diſcourſe, are objects of our 
pity or contempt. 

Lz truth then be the guide of your 


conduct, the firſt principle of your actions, 
as hereby a very material point will be 


gained : you will not then ſuffer yourſelves 
to be ſeduced. by evil cuſtoms, or bad 
companions : your character will not then 
be marked by diſſimulation and duplicity ; 
your words, and looks, and aQtions will 
be uniformly true. 

Vo have happily choſen thoſe ſtations 


in life, in which truth is more particularly 


indiſpenſable: a ſoldier without the 
ſtricteſt honour, and an ecclefiaſtic without 
out 


xv * %Y "0 WI 
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the moſt rigid veracity, are men ſo truly Cox, XVI. 


infamous, that they are looked upon with 
indignation. Honeſty knows but one kind 
of language. When we have recourſe to 
equivocal expreſſions, we no longer de- 
ſerve to be eſteemed ſtrictly honeſt : we 
are not indeed obliged always to ſpeak all 
kinds of truth; but we are never allowed 

to ſay any thing, which is not true. 
Ir is becauſe men are too apt to loſe 
ſight of theſe maxims. that the world is 
full of flattery and infincerity. You may 
obſerve, that unfortunately there ſeems to 
be a kind of emulation in the art of de- 
ceiving one another ; and that almoſt in 
every company the ſhocking cuſtom is but 
tvo prevalent, of praiſing people to their 
faces, and cenſuring them the moment 
their backs are turned. This ſpecies of 
treachery has always been exceedingly of- 
fenſive to me ; eſpecially becauſe the party 
ſo treated, being abſent, is unable to de- 
fend 

\. 
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Con. XVI fend himſelf: it is cutting a man's throat, 


C&—— without allowing him the poſſibility of 


crying out for ſuccour. 


Vous father, whoſe example I always 


propoſe to you with pleaſure, becauſe I 
well knew his excellent qualities; your 


father, I ſay, had an utter abhorrence of 


liars and evil-ſpeakers. He conſidered 


them as birds of prey, which only ſeek to 


ſurprize and devour: the liar lays his 


ſnares, the landerer ſtabs you with a dag- 


R 
O! how amiable is truth! her empire 
ran parallel with the Golden Age: the 
tongue was then the faithful interpreter of 


the heart; then mutual love prevailed, 


and each party expreſſed it without diſ- 
guiſe. The world, as it grows old, 
grows more corrupt ; the very nature of 
truth'is changed ; and falſehood too often 
dwells on the lips even of thoſe, who have 


had every advantage of education. What 


___ 
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in fact are all idle compliments, but the Con. XVI. 


art of ſaying agreeable things which mean — — 
nothing, and of lulling people into an ut- 
ter inſenſibility of their faults? I would by 
no means have you rigidly ſevere; but 1 
would never have you ſacrifice truth to 
complaiſance. Truth is an inexhauſtible 


ſpring, from which innumerable ſtreams 
are derived, whoſe: purity may be defiled 
many different ways. Some depart from 
it by equivocation ; ſome. by mental reſer- 


vations; neither of them recollecting, that 
to be a lover of truth is the greateſt orna- 


ment of man. 
SUCH language, I well know, would be 
incomprehenſible to mere courtiers; but I 


hope I am not giving inſtructions to per- 


ſons, who are ambitious of that ſort of 


life. The principles, which I am incul- 


cating, will never introduce you to it; if 


they do, my inſtructions muſt be ſtrangely 
miſunderſtood. Nothing would affect me 


T more, 
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Con. XVI. more, than to know that my children 
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would be mean flatterers, capable of de. 


ceiving their maſter, and of betraying the 
Intereſts of the public. The very idea 
fills me with horror. No: heaven, I truſt, 
will not ſuffer ambition to take ſuch poſſeſ- 
Fon of your hearts, as to lead you to any 
unwarrantable exceſs. That you may ne- 


ver run into it, ſhall be my conſtant 


prayer; and your good diſpoſitions give 
me cauſe to hope, that my wiſhes will be 


accompliſhed. 

Ir you improve in knowlege and virtue, 
as J hope you will, you will be ſenſible of 
the importance of keeping your word, and 
never contradicting your real ſentiments: 
what is it but to act in two oppoſite cha- 
racters, when we outwardly approve what 
we inwardly condemn? 

Ir he, who is regardleſs of truth, knew 
what he loſes by his want of uprightneſs 
and integrity; he would account himſelf 

4 unworthy 


in 


hc 
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him with the moſt trifling ſecret; and even 


when he ſpeaks the truth, he is not be- 
lieved. Other vices may be concealed, 
but falſehood. is almoſt always diſcovered ; 
and oftentimes the liar is betrayed by him- 
ſelf. Ro 

REcerve inſtruction on this point from 
thoſe old officers, whofe names are an ho- 
nour to their profeſſion; and you will 
know how to regard truth as ſhe deſerves. 


It is in their ſchool we learn, that our life 


itſelf is not too dear a price to lay down 
in her behalf; that eſteem is the compa- 
nion of integrity; and that every promiſe 
which we make, without performing it, is 


an inſtance of falſehood which deſerves to 


be puniſhed. | 
In proportion as I enter more deeply 
into reflections upon death, I diſcover 
how neceſſary it is to regard truth, No 
* | perſon 


175 
unworthy of ſociety. It is impoſſible to Cox. XVI. 
eſteem a perſon; no one ventures to entruſt ** * 
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Con. XvI. Perſon in my fituation can avoid moſt 
highly reſpecting her, and renouncing 
every ſpecies of falſchood and diſſimula- 
tion. They may indeed be found in 
books, or in ſociety; but in the eyes of 
| thoſe who ſtand on the brink of the grave, 
they are lighter than vanity itſelf. Such 
perſons eſteem nothing more than veracity. 
Adhere to it, my children, as long as you 
live, and the blefling of Heaven will reſt 
upon you. Hate evil-ſpeaking; and be 
as flow to believe, as you are backward to 
utter, any thing to . another's diſad- 


vantage. 1 8 
Tx ur affords the greateſt delight to a 


perſon of a liberal mind: he finds it in 
himſelf, and among all his friends; be- 
cauſe he is connected only with ſuch, as 
are pure and upright like himſelf. | 
Ar I have to add is, that, if a ſingle 
inſtance of falſehood would eſtabliſh your 
fortune, you ought to prefer a life of indi- 
1 gence 
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gence before wealth ſo dearly purchaſed. Cox. xvI. 


Honour and religion unite their influence _* 


in recommending this love of truth: it 
may not perhaps be altogether faſhionable 
to think, and act thus; but your lives 


are not to be regulated by the dictates of 


faſhion. | 
Tu exertion of my ſpirits, in con- 


verſing with you on theſe intereſting to- 
pics, may perhaps haſten my death a few | 


days; but what is ſuch a loſs to a mother, 


who would freely ſacrifice ages for your 
good, if ſhe had them in her own diſpoſal? 
I know I can only remain upon earth, ſo 


long as I continue to live in your hearts; 


and that the way to do this, 1s to ſtore 


them with my ſentiments. 
RESTRAIN your tears, I beſeech you; 
and let me not ſuffer what is worſe than 


death, by ſeeing you overwhelmed with 
exceſſive grief: it is enough for me to die 
myſelf, without ſeeing you in danger of 

1 being 1 
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Con. XVI. being the victims of immoderate ſorrow on 
= my account. It is true you will very ſoon 


be orphans ; but you will be the objects of 
divine protection: his Providence never | 
fails to watch over thoſe, who apply to 
him for ſuccour, with an honeſt and up- 
right heart. | 

I have lived about nine and thirty years; 
and there have been thouſands, whoſe lives 
would have been more uſeful than mine, 
that were not permitted to live near fo 
long. I ſhould have been too happy, if 1 
had lived to ſee you ſettled in the world; 
and had choſen myſelf the parts, which 
you were deſtined to perform. Gracious | 
Heaven! whither doth this reflection carry 
me! O!] painful affection, which adds to 
the weight of my ſufferings, and imbit- 
ters the dregs of the cup of death! 


CON. 
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CONFERENCE XVII. 


Oz BROTREHENLT Love. 


NDER an hourly apprehenfion of cov. XVII: 
death, I am aſtoniſhed to find my 
ſelf again converſing with you. Who can 
leſs reckon upon the return of to-morrow;. 
than one, who is already reduced to a 
ſkeleton? It is the will of Heaven, that 


|; the undue attention, which I have for- 
ch merly paid to this wretched body of mine, 
15 ſhould be recompenſed by my being an eye-- 
y witneſs of its total decay: wherever I turn 


my eyes, I ſee nothing but the ſad yung 

t of my approaching diſſolution. 796, 3 
THERE are however ſome inftruRions, . 
which I yet wiſh to give you; and that. 
which I intend for the preſent is not one 
of the leaſt important, It relates to the 
harmony 
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cox. XVII harmony which ought to ſubſift betwixt 
you all; and without which, you muſt 


never expect any peace or comfort in each 
other. I have therefore called you all to- 
gether, becauſe the preſent ſubject of my 
inſtructions equally concerns you all: this 


union only can repair the loſs you will ſuſ- 
teain by the death of your parents, and it 


will deliver you from a thouſand inconve- 
niences and embarraſſments. 


. Auu families go to decay, when they are 
diſtracted by law-ſuits; they are torn 
aſunder, they devour each other, they 
mutually wiſh each other's ruin: where a 
cordial affetion does not ſubſiſt, there is 
nothing but confuſion. I have ſeen ſome 
greatfamilies reduced by this to indigence: 
a wretched ſelf-intereſted ſpirit had ſown 
tares in the heart of each individual be- 

longing to them. 
IT is covetouſneſs, which embroils.the 
neareſt relations; for the ſake of a little 
pelf, 
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pelf, men are contented: to break the Cox, XVII - 
bonds of conſanguinity and friendſhip : Ly 


whereas the treaſures of the whole univerſe 
are not worthy to be compared with the 
happineſs of living in peace and unity. 
Alas! poor mortals of a day! how ſolici- 
tous are they about their earthly concerns, 
as if they were to dwell upon the earth. 


for ever! 


Wirk what deep concern ſhould I be 


filled, if I foreſaw that my property could 


poſſibly be the occaſion of ſtrife betwixt 
you! I ſhould in that caſe wiſh, with all 
my heart, to have no other inheritance to 
leave you, but peace and virtue; but I 
flatter myſelf, meum & tuum, that wretched 
diſtinction which ſo often ſeparates chief 
friends, will never be allowed to interrupt 
your friendſhip. Nothing upon earth 
ſhould be permitted to violate the bond of 
brotherly love. 


SPRUNG from the ſame parents, bro- 
thers. 
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Con. XVII thers are naturally connected by the moſt 
Ws jntimate union from their very birth. This 


friendſhip often grows up amidſt their ex- 
erciſes and ſports; and increaſes, as their 
hearts unfold themſelves, and their affec- 
tions are enlarged. An huſband has not 
always known his wife; oftentimes indeed 
he knows little or nothing of her, before 
marriage. But brothers and ſiſters have 
had the ſame cradle, the ſame examples, 
the fame inſtructions, and have lived in the 
ſame way; ſo that they are doubly to 
blame, if any matter of intereſt is ſuffered 
to divide them. The more inducements 
we have to live in union, the more clearly 
do we demonſtrate the evil diſpoſition of 
our hearts, when we give the leaſt encou- 
ragement to diſſenſion. 

Ir ever you ſhould be tempted to diſa- 
gree with each other, you will do well to 
eſtimate, what it would coſt you to ſupport 
your animoſity, thro' the forms of a te- 

dious 
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dious and expenfive law-ſuit: and I will Con. XVII. 
anſwer for it, that you will never be in- * 


duced to carry matters to this cruel extre- 
mity. Alas! the voice of conſanguinity 
15 not ſuppreſſed with impunity: ſhe al- 


ways maintains her rights; and a generous 


mind can never forget them, without do- 


ing the utmoſt violence to itſelf. 


I have ever obſerved, with the utmoſt 
ſatisfaction and delight, your affectionate 
diſpoſition towards each other; and I am 
perſuaded that the harmony, which hath 
hitherto prevailed betwixt you, has been 
as much the effe& of congenial ſentiments, 
as of your own good ſenſe. I thank Hea- 
ven for it; and I earneſtly beſeech you to 
preſerve this concord uninterrupted. Re- 
member, that if. it is conducive to your 
preſent advantage to be united, it will not 
leſs contribute to your future ſatisfaction; 
the longer ſuck an union continues, the 


firmer it will become, and the more ſen- 
fible 
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Cox. XVII ſible you will be of the n which at- 
> tend it. 

Aras! how many 8 families are 
there, who, having broken the bonds of 
friendſhip, are reſtrained, by a falſe ſhame, 
from mutual conceſſions, for the ſake of 
reſtoring peace ! Self-intereſt muſt have a 
ſtrange aſcendancy over our hearts, before 
the early impreſſions of love and friendſhip 
can be thoroughly effaced, ſo as to cool 
our affections towards thoſe whom we once 

_ cordially loved. | 

I declare to you, I feel in my heart ſo 
many reaſons for the love of a brother, 
that it does not appear to me poſſible to 
entertain any ſentiment like averſion to- 
wards him: if I am miſtaken, I hope you 
will always be in the ſame error with my- 

1 

Ol if you once taſte the pleaſure of an 

intimate union with each other, nothing 

can. be equal to your ſatisfation : your 
harveſts - 
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harveſts will be crowned with peace; your Cox. xvir 
property will be in a manner common; — 


there will be only one heart and one ſoul 
betwixt you. We deſpiſe brothers who 
quarrel with one another; and chicanery 
employs all her arts to ruin them both. 

' VimgTve is only to be found in the re- 


| gions of peace and love: Every kingdom, 


divided againſt itſelf, will be brought to 
deſolation. Rather give up a portion of 
your goods, than forfeit the bleſſings of 
peace: this example was ſet you by your 
father. He choſe rather to recede from 
his juſt rights, than to engage in a law- 
ſuit with his near relations; ſuch condu& 
is highly worthy of your imitation. 

We are all ready enough to bewail the 
diſmal effects of . thoſe wars, which, for 
the ſake of an acceſſion of territories, 
plunge whole nations into the depths of 
miſery and deſtruction. And yet for a few 


yards of land we perſecute each other with- 
out 
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Cox. xvil out remorſe; can there be a greater incon- 
ind ſiſtency than this? 

TRE world abounds with perſons, who, 
inheriting the eſtates of their friends, 
negle& to diſcharge the moſt ſacred duties, 
in order to gratify their boundleſs deſires. 
The departed friend is no ſooner interred, 
than they ſeize on his effects with the ut- 
moſt eagerneſs, and inſiſt on the privilege 
of plundering his houſe. Could I think 
you capable of ſuch rapacity, I would ra- 
ther wiſh that you ſhould take poſſeſſion 
of every thing I have, while I live, than 
diſhonour both yourſelves and me by quar- 
rels after my death. My riches are yours; 
and I ſhould really be pleaſed to have you 
make an immediate divifion of them 
among yourſelves: I ſhall want very little, 
for the ſhort time J have to live. 

 THrere is ſomething horrible in the love 
of money: it breaks the ſtrongeſt ties; 
it is utterly regardleſs of the cries of the 
wretched; 
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wretched: it deſpiſes the cenſures of the Con. XVII 
world; it leads us into the greateſt crimes. n 
When we thirſt after riches, we deſpiſe 


virtue as a thing of nought: even the ſoul: 
itſelf is diſregarded, when this paſſion is 


predominant; hence ſo many eſtates indi- 
rectly obtained! hence ſo many inſtances 
of inhumanity to the diſtreſſed! _ 

Bur what is a palace, however brilliant; 
in which there is neither peace, nor vir 
tue? It is the ſeat of tumult and wicked - 


neſs, in the eye of reaſon: how much 


better is it to dwell in an humble cottage, 
and enjoy the bleſſings of concord and 
tranquility ! 

TRE riches, which we acquire by dit. 
honeſt means, are ſeldom of long dura- 
tion, Heaven oftentimes, no doubt, as 
a puniſhment for the poſſeſſors, cauſeth 
them to paſs away like a vapour: every in- 
heritance becomes in ſome ſort unlawful; 
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- Con. XVII when we only poſſeſs it by diſſolving the 
— ties of family affection. 

I thank Gop, that tact x never 
took poſſeſſion of my heart; I always con- 
ſidered that vice, as the portion of a baſe 
mind. If your ſentiments are not ſordid, 
you will think the ſame: the love of your 
relations will appear in your eyes far pre- 
ferable to all the treaſures in the world ; 
and you will never think yourſelves truly 
rich, but when thoſe who are neareſt al- 
lied to you'are your beſt friends. Whata 
comfort is it to live in the midſt of thoſe 

of our own family, without diſcord, 
without miſtruſt; and to be able to find, 
within the circle of our own relations, all 
the aſſiſtance we ſtand in need of! This 
indeed deſerves the name of true happineſs. 


:Wrar can I do more, my dear child- 
ren, to inſpire you with the love of unity 
and peace; except it be to deſire you will 
approach the couch, on which you ſee 

Wo your 
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your mother almoſt expiring? In this very Cox. XVII. 
room it was, that I implored the mercy of — 


Heaven towards you, the moment you 
were born; that your fouls might be filled 
with wiſdom and benevolence: and hither 
muſt you direct your eyes, that you may 
inceſſantly rekindle the powerful motives, 
which ought to unite you to each other. 
Conſider theſe walls, as ready to witneſs 
againſt you, if you ſhould ever preſume to 


_ violate the obligations of fraternal affection. 


As for you, my beloved Daughter, I 
recommend you moſt earneſtly to the kind 
attention of your brothers; who, I truſt, 
will pity the dangerous ſituation of your 
tender youth, and always continue invio- 
lably attached to you. And do you, on 
your part, never forget, that your happi- 
neſs may greatly depend on cultivating 
their friendſhip. Reje& with ſcorn the 
advice of ſuch, as would But I 


muſt ceaſe; a cloud this moment over- 
U _ ſpreads 
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cox. xvn ſpreads me, which darkens both my viſual 
aud intellectual fight. Adieu! — my 

anxiety for you will prove more fatal to 
me, than the diſeaſe, under which I lan- 
guiſh : it urges me to ſpeak, at a time 
when the extremity of my weakneſs will 
not ſuffer me to proceed : What a ſtruggle 
betwixt them both! | 


r Ber Curtpren, 


CONFERENCE XVIII. 


On RELIOI O x. 


\ DAY in my preſent weak ſtate is too 


a 


you on the ſubject of Religion; in ex- 
plaining to you what it is, and what are 


the demands which it makes upon you. I 


am thankful for that meaſure of divine 
knowlege which hath taught me, that no- 
thing can equal the happineſs of being 
engaged in the ſervice of Gop, Be 
aſſured, you will never be happy, but 


| while you live in obedience to His laws. 


ALL the inſtructions, which I have hi- 
therto given you, would be very defective 
indeed, if they did not lead you to Chriſ- 


tianity, An honeſt and an amiable man are 


U 2 only 


oP 
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precious, to be paſſed over by me. 
without employing it in diſeourſing with 
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Cox XVIII only ſketches of virtue; religion muſt fill 
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Ly up, and finiſh, the picture. 


8 
& 


I will not enter upon a diſcuſſion of the 
ſeveral kinds of religious worſhip. It is 
ſufficient to ſay, that we believe Chriſti. 
anity to be eſtabliſhed on the foundation of 
reaſon, ſcripture, and truth; and that 
they, who have preſumed to level their 
attacks againſt it, are ſcattered as the duſt 
before the wind. This is a fact which hiſ- 
tory will ſufficiently atteſt, and of the 
truth of which you will be thoroughly 
convinced, if you read it with attention: 
it is only the ſtrength of our paſſions 
which blinds our ſight in this matter. 

I never knew a man of real virtue decry 
religion; men only attack its precepts and 
inſtructions, becauſe it preſcribes mortifi- 
cation and ſelf-denial. The libertine con- 
demns religion, only to revenge himſelf 
on it for the reſtraints which it lays upon 
him: he is like a man who, having been 

| | | caſt 
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caſt in a law-ſuit, endeavours to defend ConXVIII 
himſelf, by accuſing his judges of parti- — 


ality and iniquity. 
Ir ever you liſten to ſuch people, and 
adopt their idle objections to the truth, 


you are undone: your hearts will ſoon be 
corrupted; like the heart of that fool up- 


on ſacred record, who preſumed to ſay in 
it, There is no Gop.” We begin 
with liſtening to blaſphemy, and we finiſh 
with uttering it ourſelves. 


| Wren I am tormented with frightful 
apprehenſions on this ſubject, my comfort 
is, that you have had the bleſſing of a 


Chriſtian education: I recall to my re- 
membrance thoſe holy ſacraments, whereby 


you have been initiated and ſtrengthened ; 
thoſe reſolutions, by which you have ſo : 


often engaged yourſelves to ſerve your 


Gop with fidelity. All theſe confidera- 


tions fill me with a confident aſſurance, 


chat my children will continue faithful _ 
| U 3 members 
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CoanXVIiI members of the church in which they 
WW ere born and educated; and never diſ- 

honour the Religion of their Saviour by an 
immoral or irreligious conduct. 

IN D EED if I had any doubts in this mat- 
ter, I ſhould weep inceſſantly for you; 
my ſoul would be caſt down with the moſt 
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horrible inquietude: and I ſhould be ready 
to curſe the very day, in which I brought 
you into the world. I ſhould no longer be 
a mother, moiſt tenderly attached to her 
children; but a wretched woman, that 
had given them up, to vindicate the ho- 
nour of Gop. Oh! how infinitely are 
both you and myſelf indebted to Him! 
how wonderfully doth He vouchſafe to 
comfort and ſupport even me, who am but 
duſt and aſhes! How, good Heavens! 
can I ſuffictently acknowlege this great 
mercy? l | 
IT is the Chriſtian religion alone, which 
_ intimately unites us with the Deity. While 
5 50 
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we walk under the direction of her light, Con XVIII 
we are in no danger of loſing our way; we ww 


find her preſent in all our neceſſities. She 
never forſakes us in any of our diſtreſſes; 
he makes us amends, for all the loſſes we 
ſuſtain; ſheattends us, even to the grave; 
in her boſom we live, in her arms we ex- 
pire. | | 

Rericion ſanRifies our actions; and 
furniſhes the ſoul with infinite conſolation; 
by ſetting before it the hope of an Ever- 
laſting Recompence. In what deep dif- 
treſs ſhould I now be involved, if, being 
about to loſe you, whom I love more 
dearly than myſelf, I had no reſource in 
the treaſures of Heaven! A fatal deſpair 
would ſeize upon my ſoul; I ſhould fink 
into the horrors of annihilation, and 
ſhould expire full of rage and fury. 

Bur, O my Gop, the confidence 
which I have, that I ſhall ſee and enjoy 
Thee, calms my grief; and aſſures me, 
Wa: | that 
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Con XV111 that in Thee I have what is much more 
precious to me than the whole univerſe, 


even more than my children themſelves, 
though ſo exceedingly dear to me. 

Tu vs it is, that our holy religion flies 
to our ſuccour in the midſt of evils; the 
more afflictive they are, the more abundant 
are her conſolations. How happy will 
you be, if you obſerve her maxims! no- 
thing can then render you miſerable. You 
will perceive the hand of Gop in every oc- 
currence of your life, however trivial in 
appearance: you will acknowlege his 
wiſdom in every leaf that ſhooteth, in 
every inſe& that creepeth, in every grain 
of duſt that you tread under your feet. 
You will know that He is the author of 


life and death; that He directs our 


thoughts, liſtens to our ſighs, enables us 

to behold, and to declare the wonders of 
his Providence. 

How many days, alas! have I paſſed 

<3 without 
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without reflecting on theſe truths! The ConXVIIL 
world is a ſtream, which always carries u. 


away, far from Gop, and from ourſelves. 

Ix the eyes of the man of this world, 
religion is a mere engine of ftate-policy : 
the profane wit treats it as a fable. But to 
him who liſtens to its dictates, and learns 
from it to renounce his paſſions, | it is no 
other than truth itſelf. Conſider it as 
your duty to become acquainted with reli- 
gion; ſhe fears nothing, except that men 
ſhould be ignorant of her excellence. 

Ix vain hath impoſture painted Chriſti- 
anity in the falſeſt colours; it cannot 
name a fingle error, which ſhe approves ;. 
or point outa ſingle truth, which ſhe con- 
demns ; nor can an inftance be produced 
of any one, who ever repented of being a 
Chriſtian. Self-reproach is the portion 
only of thoſe perverſe men, who ſcoff at 
religion: ſcarce doth a fit of ſickneſs. 


ſeize them, but they ſmite upon their 


breaſts. 
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conxvII breaſts in deſpair, and bewail their impi- t 
——" ety. The moment of death is that of t 


truth. If religion would tolerate vice, 
they, who are now her bittereſt adverſaries, 
would repreſent her as lovely and delight- 
ful, and earneſtly eſpouſe her cauſe. 

I need not tell you, that it 1s not ne- 
ceſſary to practice works of piety, in order c 
to obtain the character of an honeſt man; =o 
it is ſufficient for this purpoſe, merely to t 
abſtain from injuring your neighbour : but t 
honeſty is always in danger of being loſt, 0 
when it is not ſupported by religion. When \ 
we do not admit into our ſyſtem a Deity, \ 
who takes cognizance of our actions, and f 

who will either reward or puniſh us, we 
live like brute creatures; we give the reins { 
to our luſts in every action, which we t 
hope will eſcape the eyes of men. | } 
Ox Lx obſerve thoſe unbelievers, who 4 
live without faith and hope; attend a lit- 2 
i 


tle to their words, and actions: their ſyſ- 
] tem 
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tem of morality is abominable; and if cox xvIII 
their manners are corrupt, this is only a „ 


neceſſary conſequence. The fear of man 
is not a ſufficient bridle to reſtrain us; it 
may ſometimes hinder evil actions, but it 
lays no reſtraint on evil deſires. 
IK ELI CIOx leads to all kinds of ex- 
ceſs: in her eſtimation the moſt horrid 


erimes are ſoftened into gallantry. And 


the ſoul itſelf, O! dreadful imagination ! 
that ſoul, which was created in the image 
of Gov, is only a particle of matter, 
which death is about to annihilate! See to 
what height this new philoſophy raiſes us! 
you cannot con ſider it without horror. 

Is it poſſible, Lorxp, that my mind 
ſhould be filled with ſuch exalted ideas of 
thy perfections, with ſo ardent a defire of 
being for ever united to thee; and that 
after all, my lot ſhould be that of a crawl- 
ing inſet? Is it poſſible, that religion, 


the * whereof is ſo holy, whoſt 
outward 
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Con XVIII outward appearance is ſo amiable, which 
nas filled me with ſo much comfort, which 
inſpires me with ſo much reſolution, in the 


midſt of my ſorrows and afflitions ; is it 
poſſible, that ſuch a religion ſhould be a 
mere illuſion and chimera? Away with 
ſach deceitful dreams! My fleſh may de- 
cay, and my tomb open itſelf to receive 
me; but I foreſee a never-ending life 
awaits me: and the Goy, whom I adore, 


will crown me with unſpeakable joy, if I 


am ſo happy as to depart this life in his 
fear and love. 

O! my dear children, this idea kts 
fills my ſoul with tranſport; methinks I 


already fee time end, and Eternity — 


But ſuffer me, a moment, to give up my 


whole attention to this ſublime ſubject; 
fuffer me for a while to forget the world, 


and to think only of Heaven.— 
HERE ſhe continued loſt for ſome time 


| in the __— her * but after- 
wards, 
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wards, recovering herſelf, ſhe reſumed her — 


diſcourſe. 

NaTuge has certainly made you more 
dear to me, than any other creature in this 
world: but Religion is an additional tie of 
affection, by which you are ftill more 
ſtrongly united to me. When I reflect on 
our alliance by conſanguinity, I conſider 
you as children faſhioned and formed 


within me, of whom death will very ſoon 


deprive me: but, by the light of faith, I 
behold you, as children ſtamped with the 
image of Gop himſelf, and deſtined to 
live with me for ever in the regions of eter- 
nal happineſs. | | 
WirtrovrT ſuch ideas as theſe, ſo capa- 
ble of raiſing and comforting the ſoul, a 
mother knows nothing ſuperior to that 
ſort of fondneſs, which the brute creature 
ſhews towards its young: affection, which 
is merely earthly, is nothing more than 
pure inſtinct. Whereas religion purifies 


parental 


4 
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- ConXVI1II parental love, and gives it a continuance 
BL hich will never have an end. 


LEARN hence, my dear children, that 
your behaviour, unleſs you have Heaven 
in your view, willbe mean and unworthy. 
Earth has not a point, on which an im- 
mortal being can reſt: whatever it has to 
offer, muſt needs periſh with it; and what- 
ſoever periſheth, is as nothing. 


Wren a ſoldier is thoroughly perſuaded 


of this truth, he is a thouſand times a 
better officer for it. He does not wait to 
be ſeen by men, in order to acquit him- 
ſelf with valour: he knows that he is ſeen 
of Gop, and that is ſufficient for him. 
A true Chriſtian is never faint-hearted, 
when he is doing his duty : he is perſuaded 


that religion has placed him in his poſt, 


that ſhe requires him to hazard his life for 
his King and Country, and he is prepared 

to obey her commands. | 
ALL my comfort, amidſt the ravages 
which 
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which infidelity is making, is, that you Cox XVIIT 
are of fuch rank, as only to aſlociate with” wv 


perſons of quality. Liberal minds ſeldom 


proteſt openly againſt religion: it is chiefly 
in the company of low perſons, or thoſe 
who have had no proper education, that 


impious converſation prevails, 

'Goop Gop! what pleaſure can a 
Chriſtian find, in ridiculing the ' ſacred 
truths of Chriſtianity? What credit can 


he gain, in reviling the religion of his 
fathers ;| in which he lives, and in which 
he expects to die? We admire thoſe let- 


ters, in which the Jew, the Turk, the 


Perſian, ſpeak of the worſhip of their reſ- 


pective deities, with tranſport and enthu- 
faſtic reverence. And do We ridicule a 
work, on the authority of which the 


Chriſtian's faith ſtands ſupported ? What 


an inconſiſtency! what monſtrous abſur- 
dity! | | 
O! my dear children. if you could 
look 


/ 
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. ͤ—w al — l 


Apvice from a LADY of QuaLiITY 


ConXV1II look into my ſoul, you would ſee how 
— earneſtly I deſire that you ſhould render 


unto Gop the things which are Gop's; 
that you ſhould obſerve his laws, reſpe& his 
miniſters, and not tamely ſuffer wicked 
raillery to be levelled againſt any thing 
which relates to divine worſhip. The leaſt 
pleaſantry, upon ſo ſacred a ſubject, is al- 
moſt always blaſphemy. 

WHenzver You approach as near to 
the end of your life, as J am at this time; 
you will, I hope, have as lively a ſenſe of 
that aweful Deity, whom we are too apt to 
forget in the days of health, and in the vi- 
gour of life: his juſtice on one fide, and 
his mercy on the other, will then, I truſt, 


engage all your thoughts, and all your 


admiration. 
WEN EVER you can truly ſay you fear 
nothing but Gop, you will conſider the 


approach of death, only as an entrance on 


a ſtate of happineſs, A life full of crimes, 


and 
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and even a life that has been unproſitably cox vH 
ſpent, is a dreadful object to the eyes A. 
a Chriſtian, at the point of death. But 
obſerve, that the piety, which I am at 
preſent recommending to you, is only ſuch. | 
as is manly, rational, and ſolid; founded 

on the authority of the Goſpel, and re- 
commended and inforced by the Chriſtian 
church, in every age and nation, in which 
Chriſtianity is known. Superſtition never 

yet made a good Chriſtian. It only ex- 5 1 
poſes religion to contempt, to make it 


conſiſt in thoſe frivolous ceremonies, which 


true piety diſclaims. 

O! If I had but the knowlege of thoſe 
great and holy men, whoſe names we 
juſtly venerate: I would paint true reli- 
gion to my children in colours the moſt 
lively, and repreſent it in terms the moſt 
endearing that can be conceived. I would 


ew them, that the beauteous firmament 


itſelf is but a faint image of the ſpiritual 
| 1 purity 
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. ConXVIII purity of religion; and that the ſoul, 
WR which it enlightens, is far ſuperior to the 
material Heavens. — O thou Spirit of 
truth! deſcend into the hearts of my 
children; convincing them ſo thoroughly 
of the vanity of the world, that they may 
be attached to Thee alone! I would rather 


wiſh they ſhould expire in my preſence, 


than that they ſhould ever renounce their 
religion. It is their happineſs to be born 
within its influence: their anceſtors were 


firm believers of the truths of Chriſtia- 
nity; and with my lateſt breath I pray, 


that, above all other-'riches, they may 
poſſeſs the ineftimable treaſures of _ 


ftantial piety. 

Excusk, my dear children, the irre- 
gularity of this conference: my language 
is the effuſion of a heart, which utters its 


ſentiments in a Gdeſultory manner. The 
deſire I have, of ſaying a thouſand things 


_at the ſame time, creates a confuſion of 


ideas; 
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ideas; and this deſire terminates n in Con xm 


weak endeavours. 

IN DEED I have the moſt dreadful con- 
flicts within myſelf: my body, tho? little 
better than an empty ſhadow, ſwallows up 
my ſoul, and abaſeth it to the earth; it 
gives me no other proof of its exiſtence 
than my ſufferings; the pains I feel have 
an influence on every thought and expreſ- 


fion. But I comfort myſelf by reflecting, 


that this ſtate is only a paſſage to a better; 


and that the hour is at hand, when my 


gracious Gop will receive me into the 
arms of his mercy. How dear to me is 


that religion, which preſents ſuch happi- 
neſs to my view! What an enemy to his 


own peace is the man, who would diſcard 


his beſt friend, his n conſolation i in 
this world! 


War I have ſaid to you on this impor- 


tant topic deſerves to be made the ſubject 
af your moſt ſerious reflections; as well 


X.2 becauſe 
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Con XVIII becauſe it is the language of truth itſelf, 
mm _. becauſe it is the exhortation of a dying 


parent, How meanly would you think 
ef me, if I were fo regardleſs of your 
in concern, as, in theſe my laſt moments, 
to exhort you to be careful only to fecure 
the bleſſings of the preſent life! The 
fight of my pallid countenance, which is 
the very image of death, would ſhew you, 
that I ſhould be equally weak and wicked 
in wiſhing to deceive you; and that the 
world, with all its charms, is in reality 
nothing more than a dream which deceives 
us, and which paſſes away with incredible 
rapidity. | 

A little reflection will convince you that 


there is nothing but Gov and His religion, 


the continuance: whereof we can enſure; 
and that every thing has an end, except 
the dominion of virtue. Good Heavens! 
in what a fituation ſhould! I find myſelf, 


if I had only reckoned upon this mortal 


life; 
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life; if all my happineſs had centered ben 


within the circle of a few year 
ſee nothing before me but annihilation, or 
ſomething far more terrible. But, by the 
help of religion, my mind is raiſed up to 
Gov; and from the manſions of the grave 
I perceive a light ariſing, diffuſed by the 
mercy of that Goo, whoſe goodneſs is 
the ſource of my delight. This is my 
conſolation, and that of every Chriſtian : 
this alſo, my dear children, will be your 
comfort, if you faithfully obſerve the di- 
vine commandments. 

You are by no means left at tives, to- 
follow the dictates of your own paſſions, 
or to walk in the paths of unbelief, The 
education which you have received, the ad- 
vice of your father juſt before his death, 
and my admonitions under the ſame cir- 
eumſtances, make you accountable for- 
your conduct to your country, and to all 
mankind, They will attentively watch 

X 3 your 
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ConXVIII your behaviour; and if this ſhould prove 
== unworthy of the advantages, with which 


you have been diſtinguiſhed, you will be 
univerſally deſpiſed. 
T us it is that the world itſelf « can x take 
its revenge of you; and, indifferent as it 
may appear. about religion, it will always 
be ready to take her part againſt you. 
Every one will be ready to cry out, how is. 
it poſſible that perſons, ſo virtuouſly edu- 
cated, ſhould give themſelves up to ſuch. 
licentiouſneſs! ſurely their hearts muſt be. 
more than orcinarily corrupt. NN 
Bur you will not, I hope, be reſtrained 
altogether by this conſideration; an earneſt; 
defire to pleaſe Gop „and not to degene- 
rate from the honour of your anceſtors, . 
will, I truſt, engage. you to perſevere i in, 
the practice of your duty. 
You have too juſt a ſenſe of this, to. 
forget Him that: hath made you z or to 
neglect to offer Him, every morning and. 
evening 
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evening of your lives, the tribute of ado- co XVIII 


ration and love; or to forſake the aſſem. m 
blies of thoſe holy perſons, who never fail 


to implore the aſſiſtance of Heaven. It is 


only by debafing ourſelves to a level with 
the brute creation, that we loſe the idea 
of Gov. How can we forget Him, in 
whom we live, and by whom we have our 
being! How can we fail to delight in the 


ſervice of Him, who is the author and 


fountain of all our honour and happineſs! 
How richly do they deſerve' the name of 
fools, who are regardleſs of the worſhip - 
of Gop, and who affect to deſpiſe the -- 


ordinances of religion! 


I am not afraid, that. you will be pre- 


judiced againſt the true religion, by being 


told, that it abounds with incomprehenſi- 
ble myſteries; common ſenſe: will inform 
any one, that an infinite Being is a fathom- © 
leſs abyſs; and that his nature is unſearch- - 
able. But I fear leſt your paſſions ſhould: - 
X 4 ſeduce- - 


Avvics from a Lavy of Quatiry, 


coxxviIn ſeduce you: theſe only can perſuada you 
— to believe, that Chriſtianity is not the 


work of Gov. 

Bur let us draw the veil over an event, 
the very poſſibility of which is ſo dreadful: 
I had much rather perſuade myſelf that, 
like your forefathers, you will live in the 
fear of Gop; and that, like them, you 

will die in an humble hope of being ad- 


mitted into His bleſſed preſence, If you. 
waited only for my death, before you de- 


clared in favour of infidelity, alas! how 
little would, yop gain by it! Will not your 
hearts be equally open to that Gop who 


ſeeth you now, when I am removed out of 


your ſight? It is He, and not ſuch a poor 
worm of the earth as I am, that you 
ought to regard; that Being, who is mer- 


ciful to the good, but terrible to the un- 


godly. 


O! how often hath the idea of his. 


juſtice Alnighted me! Exen at this time, 
when 
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when I have a deep ſenſe of His mercy im- Con XVI 
preſſed upon my mind, the thoughts of wwe 


my diſſolution, and circumſtances which 
will attend it, make me afraid: the pro- 
fuſion of tears, which my friends will 
ſhed, the ſolemn proceſſion, the profound 
reſpect of my attendants, all ſerve to fill 
my. weakened mind with awful apprehen- 
fions. One while I ſee nothing but the 
Majeſty, of the living Gop, and the inſig- 
nificance of the creature, which He is 
about to ſacriſice: at another time, with 
moſt dutiful ſubmiſſion I await the blow, 
which ſhall reduce me to my original duſt, 
28 à tribute due to His ſovereign Majeſty. 
How wonderful will be the inſtantaneous. 
change in our ideas! How, far beyond the 
power. of reaſon to comprehend! It ſtands. 
aſtoniſhed. at the view of that immenſity, 
into which I am about to enter! Let a. 
moment———and; Gap alone will either 
all me with. Has glory, or overwhelm me 
with 


214. Advice from a LADY of QuarLiry: 
Com XVIII with the terrors of His juſtice. What an 
arteration! All the kings in the univerſe 
muſt experience the ſame fate. 15 

Ir is not the terror of the grave, nor 
the horrible corruption which this body 
of mine is about to experience, nor that 
eternal oblivion to which I ſhall be con- 
ſigned, which affrights me; but that new) 
world, which I ſee only as through a glaſs 
darkly, and of which we only know in 
part, even when we are dying; that 
ſtrange land, to which all generations are 
permitted to return. | 

THr1s, my dear children, is the object 
which ought to engage your principal at- 
tention, and not altogether the renown 
which you may acquire in arms, or the 
rank to which * may be advanced at 

court. 
As for your mother, while you are all 
5 ** deeply engaged in the tumult of 
worldly - 


deſtined to go, and from which no one is 
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worldly affairs, ſhe perhaps — but why, Cox XVIII 
gracious Saviour! ſhould I diſquiet my 


ſelf with uncertainty? I cannot be igno- 
rant that Thy mercies are infinite; and 
that Heaven is open for the admiſſion of all, 
who ſincerely love and truſt in Thee. 

O! my children, the deareſt objects of 
my affection! it is to Gop himſelf that I 
recommend you: His Providence will 
guard your youth: it extends itſelf even 
to the moſt inconſiderable part of the- 
creation. His love towards you will ſup- 
ply the loſs of your relations, which are- 
now no more. No one can: be ſo much 
your father, as He'is: you will find Him 
to be ſuch, while you live; you will alſo 
experience His mercy in the hour of death. 
He is every where preſent; and on all oc- 
caſions: yet will He be no longer your's, 
but reject you for ever, if you .forſake-- 
Him. A "ITE 3 
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Con. XIX. 
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Apvice froma Lapy of Quality 


CONFER ENCE XIX. 


On the Vaniry of the WorkLD. 


"OR three weeks our exemplary mother 


had found. herſelf ſomewhat better: 
at the end of which her appetite failed 


her, all at once; this, together with her 


loſs of ſleep, reduced her to the loweſt 
ſtate of weakneſs imaginable. Yet the 


wiſhed to have one other opportunity of 


converſing with her children; tho? the in- 


ſtructions which ſhe: had already given 


them were ſo full, as to leave hardly 
any thing, that was neceſſary, unſaid. 
Tux extreme weakneſs of my preſent 


ſpeaking to you on the vanity of all things 


in this world. Look at me with atten- 
tion: ſee how dim my eyes appear; how 


emaciated 
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emaciated my perſon; and what poſſeſſion Con. xIx. 
death has already taken of me. This was ad 
the woman, that appeared not long ago 
with ſuch eclat; that was celebrated for 
her amiable qualities, as well as for her 
external accompliſhments. Here are the 
only remains of what ſhe was; a mere 
ſhadow---a nothing. 3 
Tus fituation has rendered me much 
more of a philoſopher, than all the books 
that were ever written on the ſubje& could 
have done. Alas! whilſt I ſuffer, and 
even am dying by degrees, I have ſeen all 
thoſe objects gradually loſe their value, 
which my imagination raiſed far above 
their real worth. Pleaſures now appear to. 
me only as mere illuſions, and honours as 
an empty vapour. Truth ſeems every day 
to take me by the hand, and ſhew me the 
vanity of this world, and the emptineſs 
of every thing which it poſſeſſeth. 


Taz 
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© Cox. XIX. THE ſame effect is produced i in me, 


. b 


which the autumn every year exhibits to 
our view: juſt as we then ſee the beauties 
of nature gradually diſappear, I have ſeen 


the grandeur of this world diminiſhed; 


its moſt valuable poſſeſſions debaſed, and 
all its ornaments. ſtript off, as leaves from 
the trees by the winter's blaſt. 


FALSE appearances dazzle our eyes, 


| while we enjoy perfect health; every. thing 


then bewitches us; every thing ſeduces 


us; every thing appears to us eternal in 
its duration. Scarcely hath a fit of ſick- 


neſs ſeized us, but truth diſpels the charm, 


and recalls us to ourſelves; leaving us 
to behold nothing but a veil of darkneſs, 


- drawn over all that heretofore excited our 


- admiration. s 
Ix proportion as I draw nearer to my 


grave, the horizon grows darker; and 


«thoſe entertainments, which once en- 


=chanted .me, thoſe balls which charmed 


me, 
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me, thoſe aſſemblies which „ my Con. XIX. 

mind and my ſenſes, ſeem only phantoms, — 

of which I have been the dupe, which, on 
a moment's reflection, diſappear. 

Ir is wonderful to obſerve, What an 
indifference for life a tedious illneſs gives 
us: how it detaches us from thoſe falſe 

pleaſures, - which have no other reality in | 
them, than the remotſe and wearineſs 
which they occaſion. Providence almoſt 
always interpoſes itſelf to undeceive us; 
and to convince us, that in Him alone all 
our admiration, . and all our reſearches, 
' ought to center. 

' Cour Dp you have thought, . my dear 
children, that I ſhould, in the ſpace of a 
few months, become an object fo different 
from myſelf; an emblem of all human 
miſeries, and even a frightful ſpectre! 
Perhaps, indeed, you have not courage 
enough to behold me: at leaſt, look be- 
yond thoſe ſhadows of death, which ſur- 

round 
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Cox. XIX. round me. Dwell not on thoſe melan- 
bs incu? choly objects, which offend the fight; 


— 


but amidſt thoſe fad ruins, which my body 


has undergone, ſeparate that heart which 
| is ſtill entire, and loves you with inexpreſ- 


fible tenderneſs ; that alone has not yet felt 
the ravages of death. But alas! like the 
wretched ſkeleton that ſurrounds it, that 
alſo muſt ſoon return to the duſt, from 
which it was originally formed. 

Ir will only be my immortal ſpirit, of 


which we areregardleſs amidſt the buſtle of 


the world, that will conſtitute the whole 
of my exiſtence, tin the time, when my 
body ſhall be reanimated. Alas! the only 
part of me, which hath any ſtability or du- 
ration, is that, which I ſo long ſuffered 
to be utterly forgotten: and all thoſe flat- 
tering objects, which heretofore ſoothed 

my vanity, are now departed as a dream. 
Waar folly is it, my children, to be ſo 
* attached to objects of ſuch a tran- 
Oy 
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Kitory nature! to put one's confidence in Con. XIX. 
things, which have only the appearance of * 
good! Alas! if all the moſt captivating | 
ſcenes in the world could be now exhibited 
to my view; had I now the diſpoſal of . 
crowns and treaſures, what advantage 
could I receive from them? Could they 
one moment arreſt the hand of death? 
Could they give the ſmalleſt degree of 
ſtrength to my body, or beauty to my per- 
ſon? And, even if they were capable of 
producing ſuch wonders, would they be 
of any continuance? Every thing here 
below, even life (itſelf, is but a dream. 
How many great men have you ſeen paſs 
away! Tho? their glory appeared im- 
mortal ; we now ſcarcely remember, that 
they ever exiſted. Death hath deſtroyed 
not only their bodies, but the very 1 
and the remembrance of them. 
O! how low doth human greatneſs fink; 
when the curtain is drawn up, and we ſee 
91 7 1 only 
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Con. XIX. only the Majeſty of Goo ! lt is nothing 
wv more than an imperceptible point, loſt in 


the abyſs of immenſity. 

I have lived in the ſociety of perſons, 
among whom my fortune, rank, and dig- 
nity attracted many admirers; when the 
vivacity of pleaſure intoxicated my heart, 
and charmed my ſenſes: but all that glory 
is departed as a ſhadow, and the ſocieties 
themſelves are ſunk into nothing. A few 
years have effected this ſtrange revolution: 
time is a relentleſs deſtroyer, daily conſum- 
ing every thing that is mortal, and by de- 
grees annihilating itſelf. | | 

O Heavens! what a vacancy appears 
before my eyes; when I review the num- 
ber of perſons within the circle of my 
own acquaintance, who are now no more: 
enough almoſt to form a world! You will 
very ſoon add me to the number: my ſlen- 
der voice, my emaciated figure, my ex- 


hauſted frame, all unitedly declare, that I 
have 
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have nothing to expect within the compaſs Con.XIX. 


of the univerſe, but five or fix feet of earth. 
Tux ſame lot awaits you all, at ſome 
little diſtance of time. Your youth will 
paſs away like a roſe ; and, for ought we 
know, you are this very moment on the 
brink of deſtruction. The grave receives 
as many young perſons, as old: every 
creature is tributary to death; he 1s an un- 


relenting creditor, who ſuffers no one to 


be at reſt. 
How ſtrangely ſhould I have been de- 
ceived, if I had reckoned upon threeſcore 
or fourſcore years! By the blaſt of the Al- 
mighty the bloom of my life is faded away; 
and I am brought to contemplate my 
death, in a ſtate of extreme weakneſs ; 
and ought I to complain of this tate? I, 


who, like other human creatures, was born | 


to die; and whoſe diſſipation and folly 


have deſerved a large portion of the cup 


of bitterneſs and ſorrow. 
Ta IT 
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Iris only by the tenderneſs of my affec- 


don, that you can know me to be your 


mother. Sickneſs has ſo entirely effaced 
every line of my perſon, as to render me 
quite a ſtranger to my own family, and to 
all my attendants : they look ſhy upon me; 
they are afraid to come near me; and it 
is only their exceeding great affection for 
me, that gets the better of their unwil- 


lingneſs to approach me. I am very far 


from blaming them; for I hardly even re- 
—_— | 
II is only this perſpective, that diſcovers 


truth to us: while we ſee nothing but the 


gaudy ſplendor of the world, we live in 
the midſt of error and delufion. But as 
ſoon as we reflect upon our frailty, we 
turn towards ourſelves, and towards Hea- 
yen; we penetrate even into the reality of 
things, and do not ſuffer ourſelves to de 
dazzled by appearances. 


How thankful i Ito be, that death 


0 approaches 
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approaches me ſo gradually, as inſenfibly to Con. XIX. 


reconcile me to it, and withdraw my at- 
tention from every ſeducing object! I paſs 


my days in reflecting on the ſources of my 
life, which are exhauſted; in reading 
thoſe books, which remind me of my lat- 
ter end: for it is right that you ſhould 


know, that I never ſpare myſelf on this 


ſubject. Every morning I take my look- 
ing glaſs, to ſee to what ſtate death reduces 
us; and often, very often I am reminded, 
that my coffin is juſt ready to receive me, 


TRERE it is, my children, that very 
ſoon” your fond mother, without either 


ſenſe or motion, and without any proſpect 
of returning to this world again, will be 
deſtined to moulder in the boſom of cor- 


ruption. O! fearful thought!---But I 


will ſpare your tenderneſs on a ſubje& too 
affecting for you, as well as for myſelf. 
You are not ignorant, (indeed who is?) 
that this diſmal end is the lot of all men; 
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con. XIx. and that in ſpite of the pleaſures, which 
23 delude them, in ſpite of the falſe glory 

which dazzles them, they muſt fall into the 
depths of horror and oblivion. 
DreaprFurL as the darkneſs of the tomb 
may appear, it has enlightened me more 
than the brightneſs of the ſun : this only 
ſhews me periſhable objects; that diſco- 
vers to me the excellence of my ſpiritual 
part, and the Majeſty of my Gop,, which 
before were in a manner concealed from 
me. By the help of the light which that 
imparts to me, I have gone through the 
whole world, and have diſcovered much 
vanity and miſery ; I have ſeen nothing 
more effectually inſtructive than death and 
dying perſons, burials, and epitaphs. 

Ses all that remains to me of earthly 
preatneſs : a ſhort inſcription ſerves to in- 
form, that we once lived, and are now 
no more; and even this is effaced by 

length of time. The marble itſelf de- 


cays; 


to her CHILDREN. 


227 _ 


cays; and the eternity of the Supreme Con. XIx. 


man. : | | | 
I have ſaid enough I hope, my dear 


children, to convince you, that I do not 
wiſh for inſcriptions, or magnificent titles 


on my tomb: I am nothing more than 
duſt; and to the ſame element am I re- 
turning, from which I was formed. And 
can dry bones reduced to duſt, and moul- 
dering in corruption, deſerve a panegy- 
ric? O! where ſhall we ſet bounds to our 
vanity, if it does not fink into nothing at 
the very ſight of a grave | 

I think you muſt have ae 
enough of diſcovering, that I am too 
thoroughly ſenſible of the vanity of the 
world, to wiſh to ſurvive myſelf, in 
_ wretched praiſes inſcribed on my monu- 


ment: rather let me atone for my errors 


and my follies by an eternal oblivion. 


Heaven would arm itſelf againſt me, if 


Y 4 I thought: 


Being triumphs over the nothingneſs of — 
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cov. XIX. I thought of decorating a miſerable ſepul- 
V chre; it would only ſerve to perpetuate 


my pride beyond the limits of this preſent 
life, if I ſhould attempt, by improper or- 
naments, to alter the very nature of that, 
which in itſelf is wothang but mag 1 55 
corruption. 

- ALL that I require at's you, my b 
friends, is to come ſometimes to the place 
of my interment; not merely to ſhed a 
few tears over my cold and ſenſeleſs aſhes, 
but to recall to your minds the inftruc- 
tions which I have' given you. That 
aweful ſolemnity, that mournful ſilence, 
which prevails in the neighbourhood of 
ſepulchres, will give you leiſure and in- 
chnation to meditate ſeriouſly on all that 
T have ſaid to you. The repreſentation of 


death is the beſt ſchool, wherein we can 


learn to live as we ought; to raiſe the 
foul from earthly things, jad! to fix it 
_ Gop.. | 
| PROMISE: 
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 ProOwMISE me, that you will ſometimes Con. xix. 
viſit that inſtructive ſpot; I invite you = 


thither. And if you love me well enough 
to have your minds properly ſtored with 
the precepts which I have delivered to 
you, you will confider me as actually 
preſent with you there; I ſhall have no 
other method of appearing uns or con- 
verſing with you. © ? 


Als! my poor children, what a me- 


lancholy taſk am I impoſing on you if 
the world knew it, it would be filly 


enough to treat it with contempt: but 


my affection prompts me to communicate 
to you this uſeful and important ſecret. 
Leave the world to act for itſelf; and ne- 
yer liſten to it in any matter, which con- 
eerns your duty. It is fond of nothing; 
which does not contribute to its amuſe- 
ment; and efteems nothing, but what 


flatters its taſte for vanity and pleaſure. 2 
War an impaſlable. gulph is about 


to- 
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Con. XIX. to interpoſe itſelf betwixt the world and 
mel Yet a little while, and I ſhall nei- 


ther know what ſcenes of entertainment 
are exhibited ; nor what revolutions take 
place in it: yet a very little while, and 
all ideas of the ſucceſſion of months and 
years will be utterly loſt. But that which 
gives me ſome concern 1s, that this ſpot 
of earth, on which you remain, will be 
loſt in that immenſity which awaits me; 
ſo that I ſhall be totally unacquainted 


with your conduct or your deſtination. 


What a change muſt be wrought in my 
exiſtence! What a revolution in my ſen- 
timents! Is it poſſible to conceive, that 
an inſtant ſhould produce ſuch aſtoniſhing 
effets? At preſent I cannot properly be 
ſaid to belong either to this world, or the 
other: I am like a traveller divided be. 
tween two different ways ; and death, in 


the twinkling of an eye, will put an end 


to my uncertainty. One while I feel my-- 
- | ſelf 


to her CHILDREN. 


ſelf reluctant; at another time I deſire the Con. XIX. 
ſtroke : ſtrange alternative! on one fide, "WD 


is the proſpe& of ſupreme felicity ; on the 
other, the pain of being ſeparated from 
that which is moſt dear to me. 

I doubt not, my children, but my love 
for you will be conſidered as romantic; 
and indeed, I believe it riſes to an un- 
common height. But this at leaſt I am 
ſure of, that I am not miſtaken in the ad- 
vice, which I have given you: it is the 

language of truth; it is the voice of a 
dying friend, which you have heard. 

. Ws are continually running with ea- 
gerneſs to a new tragedy: we are filled 
with the ſad fcenes which it preſents ; and 
we find a degree of pleaſure, even-in the 
tears which it excites. Here, my chil- 
dren, is a ſcene yet more affecting: we 
have no recourſe to fiction here: the chief 
character in this tragedy is a mother real. 
ly expiring ; the ſentence is pronounced, 

and 
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Cox. XIX. and is on the very point of being exe. 


cuted. 

I have for ſome days felt myſelf more 
walk than uſual, and find that my life is 
now making its eſcape from this tottering 
frame; nothing indeed ſupports me but 
my tenderneſs for you : hitherto it has de- 
tained my fugitive ſpirit, but at erer it 
wo be forced to yield; 

' Cour hither, that I may embrace you; 
if you have the courage to join your lips 
to an expiring body, and to bathe in a 
flood of tears. Alas! I have nothing but 
tears to give you; the weakneſs of my 
Body, and the ſtrength which yet re- 
mains, deſtroy my powers of utterance. 

How ſad the ſeparation! What a 
mournful farewell! The tenderneſs n=. 


my affection reminds me of the hour, in 
which I brought you into the world: but 


there is this ſad difference; that I this 
day behold you, to ſee you-no more. 
19 5 Support 


to her Curt dren. © 
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Support me, gracious Father, in this Conc xIx. 
dreadful trial: ſuffer me not to fink un WW 


| der the burthen of maternal tenderneſs. 
J know, that I ought to forget every 
thing for thy ſake: and yet my heart ne- 
ver ceaſes to think of my children. Dear 


as they are to me, efface them for ever 
from my memory ; if this love either i is, 


or will be imputed to me as a fault. 
Bur, what am I ſaying? Good Gov! 

thou knoweſt, that I only love them for 

thy ſake; and that I wiſh them no other 


happineſs, than that which ariſes from 


obedience to thy law. My only reaſon 
For wiſhing to live among them a few 


years, had it been thy gracious will, is 


to eſtabliſh in them the love of that which 
is good: this it is, which makes my 
ſeparation from my children a thouſand 
times more painful, than the approach- 


ing ſeparation of my ſoul from my body. 


See! 
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Apvice from A LADY Quarrty 


Con. XIX. See! there they are! Yet do I ſee, and 
ves eee hear them! Yet are they —— _ 


wy 


Bur what pain and diſtraction is this, 


which ſeizes me! the pleaſure I now have 


in them is but a momentary gratification ; 
yet a little while, and there will not be a 
perſon upon earth, who will love them 
with a thouſandth part of the tenderneſs 
with which their mother loves them. O 
how I am loft in the ths of ſuch re- 


"Oe 


CON. 


= © ww» 2 


g. 0 
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CONFERENCE XX. 


"On F Doris. 
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— 8 
ceived a viſit from her brother- in- 


law, and having converſed with him for 
half an hour, deſired he would permit her 
to introduce her children to him: when, 
in the language of the tendereſt affec- 
tion, ſhe thus addreſſed them. 
Tris, my dear children, is the per- 
ſon, whom henceforth you are to conſider 


as your parent: as you are connected with 


him by the ties pf conſanguity, I beſeech 
you to attach yourſelves to him by the 
obligations of inviolable friendſhip. The 
love you have for me, which is about to 
expire, when I ſhall no longer exiſt in 


this world, ought to be transferred to your 


uncle : 


— 


* 
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Con. XIX. uncle: to his favour I recommend you; 


LW 0 one can give you better advice than 


he can. 


Tux turning herſelf towards her bro- 


ther, ſhe addreſſed him thus: O my dear 
brother, you who continually remind me 
of my excellent huſband, and in whom I 
have always found ſuch ſentiments as one 
ſo nearly related to him may eaſily be ſup- 


poſed to entertain, have pity on theſe 


children. Pity their tender age; pity 


their orphan-ſtate, when I ſhall be taken 
from them. ' My days are ended ; my life 


is but a blaſt; and nothing remains to 


me, but the regret of on oy pegs 


miſpent it. 
O! that 1 could now be afured by you 
that my wiſhes would be accompliſhed: 


what would become of theſe unhappy crea- . 


tures in the midſt of a moſt dangerous 
world, if they were not bleſt with your 
friendſhip! In them, my dear brother, re- 
collect, both their father, whom you af- 
fectionately 
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fectionately loved, and their mother, who Cox. xx. 
has no n utterance beyond figh# 10 n 


tears. 

My denn is incxpreſibly afſe@ed at this 

dreadful ſeparation ; a ſeparation „ as it 

were, from myſelf : more terrible 

than the horrors of the grave. . 
| Forcrve me, gracious Lord! Thu 

knoweſt, that even in my dreams, — in 


the moſt ſolemn acts of devotion, — in 


the prayers addreffed to thy Heavenly Ma- 
jeſty, — the remembrance of my family 


continually interpoſed itfelf to diſtraf my 


mind. In vain have I wiſhed to have my 


whole attention fixed upon Thee: in vain 


have I endeavoured to become wholly ab- 


ſorbed by the contemplation of Thine infi- 
nite perfeRions. My thoughts perpetually 


recur to thoſe objects of my love, which 
Thou haſt given me, and from whom I am 


now to ſuffer an eternal ſeparation. 


2 Aras! 


- 
1 — 
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Con. XX. ALas! my dear children, I feel that I 
have much leſs fortitude than I appear to 

have: one moment's reflection on your ſad 
condition, one ſingle thought on the ſub- 
jet of our ſeparation, overwhelms my 
ſoul with the deepeſt forrow. O Hea- 
ven! my mind hath but too much ſenſibi- 
lity at preſent: e' re long, no viſible object 
will affect it. Theſe, my dear children, 
are the laſt ſtruggles of my affection: my 
heart at this moment ſeems to collect every 
thing that is moſt tender and affectionate, 
in order to bid you an everlaſting farewell. 

Ar theſe words ſhe melted into tears, 
when her brother-in-law anſwered ; 

% No, my ſiſter, Gop will not be of- 
fended with that tenderneſs, for which you 
blame yourſelf: He is goodneſs itſelf; and 
the Holy Scriptures dwell particularly on 
the ſubject of his love. If your affetion 
for your children were merely carnal and 
earthly, the caſe were different; but your 

In love 
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love for them 1s that of a Chriſtian parent, Con. Xx. 
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who is chiefly ſolicitous for their eternal — 


ſalvation. 

«« Mak E yourſelf as eaſy as poſſible on 
their account; you entruſt them to my 
care, and I will not be regardleſs of their 
welfare. I ſhall conſider them as my own 


children; in me they ſhall at once experi- . 
ence the authority of a father, and the af- 


fection of a mother: and I verily believe 


we ſhall none of us forget the confidence 


you repoſe in us. Comfort yourſelf, 


therefore, with reflecting, that you leave 


us only preparing ourſelves to follow you; 
ſince this life, however long it may be ac- 


counted, is in reality no more than a ſtate 


of momentary exiſtence.“ 


. 

0 
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CONFERENCE XXL. 


On KinoDnrgss to DomEsTICs. 


THOUGH our exemplary mother ap- 


1 peared to have exhauſted her whole 


f 


power of utterance in theſe admonitions to 


her children; yet one ſubje& remained, 
ariſing from the care ſhe took to recommend 
to their kindneſs her family and depen- 
dents. ory 

When they were all together, ſhe ſaid 
to. herſons, in a voice that could with dif- 
ficulty be heard: I charge you to be 
kind to theſe my domeſtics, who have al- 


ways been ſtrongly attached to me. Some- 


of them ſerved your father, and others 
have given me every proof of the moſt du- 
tiful regard. I have not forgotten them in 
my will; but that is not ſufficient, They 

| have 
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have a demand on you for kindneſſes, as Cox. xxl. 
friends in diſtreſs; for it is in this point 


of view, that I would have you conſider 
them: they are ſprung from the ſame 
origin, and are deſtined to the ſame end 
with ourſelves, 

O! how unreaſonable is that pride, 
which the world affects; and which makes 


us look down with contempt on perſons, 


in every eſſential reſpect, like ourſelves! 
Never forget, that we diſhonour and 
_ debaſe human nature, whenever we treat 


any perſon with diſdain, merely becauſe 
his external appearance is meaner than our 


own. Your names, when you were bap- 


tized, were entered in the ſame regiſter 


with thoſe of the pooreſt; and the duſt, 
to which you will ane day be reduced, may 
aſſure you. that the ſame A of mocta- 
lity awaits us all. 

Am I not going to be mined with the 


loweſt and. meaneſt of my fellow-creatures?: 


Shall 
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Con. XXI. Shall I not be reduced to a level with the 
humbleſt ſlave? Thus doth death caſt down 
the high looks of the proud. 

You will indeed a& agreeably to my 
wiſhes, when you treat your domeſtics E 
with kindneſs; when you watch over their 
morals, and take care of their health. 
Gop knows that even at the time, when 
pride and a love of the world fed my va- 
nity, I was never altogether unmindful of 
them; nor ever ſpoke to them in a 
haughty ſtile: if Ieverdid, here they are, 
let them witneſs againſt me.“ 

To theſe words her domeſtics could only 
reply with ſighs and lamentations ; ; and 
her children, overwhelmed with grief, 
with interrupted accents, ſaid: | 
% O! that your days could be pro- 
longed, in proportion to the ardency of 
our deſires! You ſhould acknowlege, in 
our ſentiments, a perfe& copy of your 
ewn. You ſhould then ſee and know, 

{os 
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that nothing can ever remove from our Cox. RR 
hearts the love with which they are filled 


towards you, or the maxims with which 
you have ſo richly ſtored our minds. 

« Ox life will from this time be a 
life of bitterneſs and ſorrow ; the blow, 
with which we are about to be overwhelm- 
ed, threatens us—O! Heavens! 
ſpare.” —— 

Lzr us, my dear children, for the 
laſt time, mix our tears together. The 
moment approaches, when, inſenſible to 
your cries, I ſhall no longer behold this 
earth, or be intereſted in what is paſſing 
on it: I ſhall not even have the conſo- 
lation of feeling that tender anxiety, that 
pleaſing pain, which; I now ſuffer ' on 
your account. 

Your uncle will communicate to you 
the contents of my will. I have too good 
an opinion of you, to think you will diſ- 
approve of the legacies, which I have be- 
| queathed 
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ax. xxl. queathed to the poor, and to ſome per- 


ſons, with whoſe merit 1 am well ac. 
quainted.“ | 

A few days after this laſt CEO her 
diſorder made ſuch a progreſs, that, be- 
ing at the very point of death, ſhe re- 
ceived a viſit from her children s who, 
with the tendereſt effuſions of grief, re- 
queſted her laſt bleſſing. 

Tux, juſt opening her dying lips, ſhe 
with the utmoſt difficulty ſaid: 

Tus hand of death is upon me, your 
Mother is no more. | May the Lord re- 
ceive you under his protection! With my 
laſt breath I earneſtly beſeech him to par- 
don ME, and to bhjs you. You now ſee 
little more of me than a particle of duſt, 
about to be re-committed to the earth! 
Such is the end of human greatneſs : 
adieu! my dear, my a W e 
adieu for ever! 


My 


| mences—- Gracious "Looks. receive "my 
ſpirit!” „ . 

HER eyes ſtill Wes for? her Seen, 1 
*till ſhe expired. Thus died this in- 
comparable mother, the remembrance of 2 
whom religion will long preſerve. | 

Her daughter ſurvived her only a.few 
days. But her ſons, not regardleſs of the 
inſtructions which they had received, did 
honour to the memory of their parents, 
by lives worthy of cheir birth and their 
education. 


